REPORT

ON THE

Administration of Burma

For the Year 1926-1927

Rangoon
Superintendent, Government Printing and Stationery, Burma
1928



— = Bowmas.

C ot & Co, % Lewi Bhvel aagen.
I Mrne Fross Pl Sane Saagos
= - :—--—n-l-umumn-
a MEW Liemv oF Uit Mo, bR e, P Somd, Steagien,
3 Waswsay o B
MEws Lx Do Expe O Apeodbae Biadwe
t_q..t.--u-n

= besas.

L e
Bow o, Lrw, €85, Colber Smev. Cuoutio,
BUrmeonTs & On Dedoa iva, wisass
S K Lammms & O, 84 OB Wowet, Cilentte,
e W Ywmas & Co, Cousma
oy =k ; TEnewrn Sevel & G, Cslonts and S

. R ne SRS, Sons & O, Mo,

-w-‘h Evsess.

-;m-—--n- . O
Pare Conge R peea, AL Gy Gsdim, Lamae
WL e P




L

P s sk



;— = REGRRY RMA4RE REYE R B S¥Y U 9 BIéc W 49 CPL
BRI BEE DR L A % m B i Z*M_u.“m gt
SEREARRRRRE M*?’.—, | — .-h.m,mu_ i ﬁ‘_.

1 L $u st !
I b _M 0 gl

2m84 £ 2 BRMGHER GRENARE  ReRedd 2884 R

i

"- e uh—mu_ u“u,“.“mnﬁ AEEREE parit b og _b
~mhm~“*—-m N,_mmmm_ ,mmm“ u | Mmmmmm m wm 1.
il 1 s

2 4 2duridgs dddedy § deddad




» Fored Heserves, Forest Settes
me—* ‘w' '

amd W Flims
. Mh‘:hh o
100 hprovessent of Forests ...
101, Explotation of Timber ...
Mines end Quorries—
102 The indiae Mioee Act 1
193 New O g9 gar:
m wim e
6 Rub s, Sapphives and Spincls
0. RE Mismrads. ... -,
t0s (rorry Siine vod Claw o'
Masuiaczares
1. Primcipal Incusries 23
g F‘!‘“ wes e
Financial
ln‘ A 2! (12 ]

IR Total Centrd fgre e
c‘ﬂ” b -
iy
- Coosumption of Sat ..
134 Spiem - .
- Revenue and
m T"’. eee
136. Lared fowm .
137, .
» g o0
ol Liquwe ...

oup

444 11

BuysEY

P23

1 : =
19 Badings: Castenl and
Prwiocisl g
I8 Misosfameons ... b
0 Dasiowys ond Frewuways.

Pl AN wk
..ﬁ“*‘l’hnw_‘
10 Tramways .. .
ml. .
15, Navigatom Camads ;
&

238 Caplisl Aot Wass .
e

Pt &

pRie



78 Fessak Edecites

g_h
i)

w_wﬁ

is ,_I
5 94s8¢ 38 4 B &

—w.,_ w _ :
il

.

£ SHESE 2R 3

e

i a____ :

IX



REPORT

ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA
For the year 1926-27.

PART 1.
GENERAL SUMMARY.

remained Firance Member. The Hon'bie U May Oung. Barvistor-ol-

Law, Hone Member, died in June 1926, and was succeeded by the
Hon'bic Mr. mha;uu—.mu
The Hon'ble U Ba Yin, M.B., Ch. B, and the Hon"be Mr. Leec Ah Yain,
Farnister-al-Law, continued in office 3s Education Minister and Fovest
Minister respectively, mmmmm
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to thoee of the Barma and Ssbordinste Judicial Sevviors
revenue side a temporary Commissouer of Towwn Lands
to deal with the various problems of the duposition of
One permanent appointment was a-dded 1o the Jud = of the
who pow number eleven.  Two temporary posts of Sepervisos
Industries and Textile Expert were created in order o incresee
veturns from jeil Libour. which bave hitherto beem wery low.
Commissioner of the Fuolerated Shaa States was relieved of
work by the appoiatment of a Cinef Education Officer for the Stases.

2, Pexce reigued along the frontiers of the provimce, in spite of G
disturbances in Chima. Cordiel relations were maintainod with the
frontier officials of meighbouring countries, but the smeetiled stae of
Yianan rrevented the annual frostier mesting w ith ihe Chimoss oft o
on the sorthers border. The Federated Sham Chiofs met in comsci &=
December, and showed an increasing ability $0 grasp the intevests of the
Federation 88 a whole apart from those of their severs] states. s e
mme month death deprived the Shan States of the ripe expercace

i
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GEWBEAL SUMMARY. W il

troacherans sttack was made on one of the witary pulles cohuin
enpied in the work. resulting in the deatbe of & British ofiser snd twe
others.  Punitive meas@ were cndgrinium, and (haw ﬂﬂm
oppusition.  Altagether sams three thommad alaven were redessoed 1@
this area.  Simitar epcoess stivaded two ceditins to the Nap Al
designed to put an end to buman exxifor. Eighty-one c»\,"'-‘d
beadmen promisd to abandon the practice. and gave pledgey fx' the
perinrmance of their promise. The adiministered areas of the Kachin Fli
Tracts were fairly groiperom.  Edecation and memicine conlisued 00
advance slowly, and the comstruction of roade procecded. A loss
commendable feature was the abundasce of illicit oplmm, which sullifed
the eficcts of the licensad sale in optem shops begnn in the greviamD yam.

3.. In Burma proper the rice crop, on which the gmosgezity of the
province mainly depends, was g00d, but owing to unfavoursble raias
cmbanked crops did not do so well. Sessamum and cotton in particelar
yielded poot 1o orns, agrravated for the cotton-gramex by the low geices
ruling. The area under cullivatizn contimesd to expand, in spiie of the
lateuess of the momam, and with fewer faiheres and (aliows the ontiars
of unhusked rice was aprreciably Yigher than in the previas yous. In
most districts, too, culiivators cbtained better prices at harvest tisve, and
in consecuence less dificulty was experienced in recovering bad
revene. Flouds and othe caows led to an incrrase im the amoumt
remitted. but cven 30 the raonipts from hand revesme groper o the
agricuitural year were distinctly above the low level $o whikh they sak
in 1025.26, and the oulstandings at the end of the year weve reduced.
The comparatively poor harvest of the grevans year amde agricoituralists
Loriow nwte (recly from Govenment to wmeet the oast of cultivation ;
and at the same time they (ownd dfcnlly in dichargimg the debts
previously incurred, 30 that theve was an increme both in the @rvems of
principal and interest due and in the mmn of which the recovery was
suspended.  Such concessiorn, however , did mthing to cherk the deady
growth of the reoprtion of tand behl! by am-agyicaliraties.

Onc adversity with which the cuitivaiar bad 1o contend was cidapas,
from which only five districts in Burma were free sad which cumed the
death of ncarly forty thowsand head of cattte.  Thia was the srcond year
in succession in which this disease had ravagad the hand, aad although
cultivators showed more readiness to have their ancamls inoculsted and
segrerated, it was evident that cfactive cantral Bad not been achieved.

The area cultivated with ground-ant contineed t0 incrense, although
the outturn was far from sathfactary. Oram and imed were wore
widely sown than in the previous yaar, but cther arops gows in the dry
zone of Upper Bunna showed dozenm, Goough deficient early aad
middle rains. Wheat and rubber caltivation cxpuikcd cwhag ¢ faveme
able markets. The arca under UTimtian was incressed by the
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Upper Barma ; but in | e A ~
ﬁ“_-ﬂth;.h-“"~‘ Drarnicis -
woson.  Later in the your Pabibka, Kyasked and v
s litte Chaige im the anen protexied by embun: -t Tie brresdly
River rose abuormally 30 2 resull of heuvy faim b A 2
embankment i the Ma-chin District pove way.  Here 3nd chewhars @

won renewed favour. A cheap improved plomghshare sold i hege
sumbers, and the sales of water-lifts e
mmmuﬁ,&”.-““:* o
Agrmahural College at Mandaksy conts 'hﬁ--nw. _

to the Agricoltural Service. and caviied on -Ui"-h
directions ; while for the ordinary '-c: -:
given at the central farms.  The oulbeak of rinderpot aiich ha seady
._wm”-:.vmhl Degartment o busy yoar. e g0
- . - stall meacty ety 1 wasd

Indicated one source of weakness of —~
Provincial Bask, s which the proportion of ‘.llhh“ m""“
Agmin Increased, srned 3 lower profit snd kad 1o devote the greaer prt

were mostly prosperous.




fromn
its oun estate, but @ beginning wa« made with the feasng of sites
modetate rents in  conformity with the wew golicy. The progres of
rechamation and eyuipeent of lapd continuc! to dow dowe with the
restintion of funds for capital expumdhtore.

the inctease of revenae thereby gaimed was incomideralide. Threx
Govermment,

Palsiices
[istrict and 2 comtour sarvey of part of the «ubarbs of Rangoonin addition
1o sl surveys in the districte sod towne, and Poomgist 3 Sasdved
thennd acres in the Thrawaddy Didrict wader sapydementay serwey.
The mmjority of recreits now pass through the central sorvey school
estabbished recently at Shwebn, whiich shoued 19 better advantage San
the local schools in the final examination.

6. The outtwa of teak by lesmees and hoensees contineed 0 increase
owins toa sabstantial revival of tatle. with the resalt that forest revense
rose to the highest figare: on recond.  The departmentel exteaction of
teak wus fther curtailed.  Grester - anntes of teserved woods ofley
than tcak wore cut. But as the Burma Rubways 2o longer took toed from
e Katha Division, the output of fued declined.  As in formey yosrs, the
bulk of the cxportcd timber went fo Indan ports.  Scven pulics wove



and aquorter croves of repees. or slightly lew

thirty.seven
then in 1925.26, and that agaimst India alone was nearly eheven croven

9. A most important factor in developing the trade of the grovie: =
::Mht“.&em made in recent yems bis
the more remarkable by contrast with the lovg peviod of seghect

-le*m-hmnhﬁum :
o . B
ey of 8 number of proposed new rowtes. inchading some on the



showed a small increase. The Public Works Departiment was busy with
many important buildings. in Rangoon a start was made with the
Medical College and the new Courts : the University Boilding m
began to take definite shape : and the Mingaladon Cantonments andl the
Mental Hospital advanced towards completion. A High Schosl at
Morui, seed-farm buildings at Madon, and a mumber of ofices sad
quarters for Govermment officers were among the works completed
the districts.

10. The Burma l.egistative Council had twenty Bills ender comsidera-
tioh, i duding seven hicld over from the previoms yeur.  OF the tweive
Acts passed into law the most important were the Registration of Adop-
tions Act, the Oilfields (Amendment) Act, the Village {Amendment) Act,
the Co-operative Societies Act and the Medical (Amendment) Act. ' The
Registration of Adoptions Act made it compuisory to register af
atopuous wider Buddhist Law, where the adopted person i intended o
inherit from the adoptive parent. The Oilfickls (Amendment) Act
conferred cmergency powers on the Warden of the Oilelds for the
maintenance of law and order. The Village (Amendment, Act gave
the Deputy Commissioner power to ditect incasures for the protection of
villages, and also re-enacted certain other provisions of the principsl Act.
the repeal of which in 1924 had been foundl to be in advance of the times.
The Co-operative Societies Act consolidated and amended the law nelating
{0 co-operative sociciies iu Buima. The Medical (Amendment) Act
amended the law regarding the registration of practitioner s, and in partice
ar provides fur scciprocity with other proviwmes.  Uther Acts passed
during the year determined the salary of the elected President of the
Legislative Council, and amended the Courts Act, the Forest Act, the
Outports Act and the Expulsion of Offenders Act. The Legilative
Council rejected a non-official biil designed to continue Uve resteiclion of
rents in Rangoon. 3

Inside the Legisiative Council the majority party had no dificelty i
maintaining its positior. Outside there was little political apitalion of
any consequence. in two districts attemipls wiic ads 4o rovden the
movement against the payment of taxes, but these were guickly
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for a certain amount of ill-feeling betwoen Viadus sed T -

“amd restored relations to their former tranguility. wichly intrrvsed

11. The vigorous measures evoked by the & ~~asing lindesmcn
of the province, to which aligsion has been made s * smer reparn,
began to make their effect fcit in the decrease by 13 for  amml~the Grnt
lor cight yeais—of e sombes of Live cases of Emporast oame. This
improvement did not come Lefore it was seeded. A comparieon of the
averages of olher provisces with those of Barsa for the fveyoun
1921-25 showed that whereas inthe rest of Indis 626 persons per millon
of the popalation arc scnt to fail every vear. in Burma the ratio jo s bigh ‘
1649 in a million. The number of murders in 1926 was well over g |
hundred, and indeed was scarcely lower than in 1925 ; bt there = 3 ;
welcome decrease in dacuilies and major robbevies, and in ofiences
committed with the aid of fircarms. The standard of detection
mptove J remarkably, and reflectod much credit on the police, »* wel
as on headmen and villagers, who afforded valuable help. Villagers
showed more public spirit ales in resisting dacosis, in which they wese
encouraged by the issue of Government guns for village defemce. T1
imgroved pay sanctioned on the recommendation of the Volor Enquey
Commuttee did much to attract 2 better type of man to the polior force,
and further strempith was lent by additions to the establishowest and by
reopening several police stations closed in 1924. A mew Police Ronge
was crested for the Arakan and Tenasserim Divisioss, and the spens
siafi n the Most criminal districts was incvessed. Bst  the meassre o
which the greatest reliance was placed was the emengetic we of the
preventive law, coupled with the wregation of gang-leaders al the wew
reformatory settiement 2t Foskloung The sarveillance police wese
strengithened, and methods revised s s 10 comoentrate attewtion ape
the really important criminals. In Rangoon Town, which for scvensd
years has borne w0 part in the general increase of crime, there was 3
further reduction in the number of offemces. The only disguieting
features were a greater number of muasders, amd the prosmmewcs of TN
boys in the crime of the city. The Military Police kad o mect sany
to the Naga Hills and the “ Trinogle * which nave already been mee-
tioned, forces had to be sent 1o the cilfields to belp 1o maknkain ordst
duaring a strike. and to Meiktils District, where there was a viatent
agitation agninst the payment of revenue. Ia addition 2 sl force
was leat for service in the Andaman Idands, :

Althougth the crime of 1926 was rather less sevices in nature it was -
diminished in bulx, and the pressure on criminal oruvts was severe. T
mdhwm--“hd.d R became
fecessary 10 add to the nagistracy. The jails, 400, feit the strsie, which
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was eased only by the release of a large number of ooavleu_on m
leave for employment under the Public Works Department.  This expen-
ment was undertaken partly to test ite reformatory value, but it ie foo
earlv at present to judge the success of the scheme. The work of the
Revising Board continued with encouraging results.

12. The most serious problem that confronted the Rnnm
Corporation during the vear was that of maintaining and ingpwoving the
health of the city, which was far from satisfactory. Not only was the
incidence of cholera severer than in the previous year. but there was an
alarming outbreak of diarrhoca and dysesntery, which raised the number
of deaths from these digeases in July to five or six times the narmal
fure. A committee appointed by the Local Governmeut to enqeire
into public health conditions in Rangoon failed to trace the infectica to
any one source, but madc a number of constructive suggestians for
improvement. The epidemics were responsible tor a marked rise in the
infantil. mortality rate ; approximately one out of cvery three infaots
born died in its tirst year. Plague and small-pox were less widewsead
than in the year before, and the figures of deaths from tuberculcais
showed a small iinprovement.

The sanitary problems of Rangoon hinge on the provision of an
adequate supply of pure water. The investigation of the Yunzalin
scheme, at the cost of the Local Government, was completed, but the
report of the consulting engineers had not been received at the end of
the year. A new high level service reservoir was constrocted, and the
building of the new municipal offices and council chamber made
progress.

Other municipalities also made efforts to improveltheir water supplies.
in which they were helped by grants made by the Provincml Public
Health Board. The general level of sanitation, however, ramained low,
although here and there the extension of electric lighting in streets and
the adoption of motor transport for couservancy argued a progreszive
spirit.

Rural self-government has so far taitled to cealise all the hopes that
attended its birth in 1921. In particular the subordinate bodies,—the
Circle Beards and the Villhge Committees —have been left without
functions and without revenues. The whole question of nmal adminis-
tration was reviewed in a comprehensive resolution after the end of the
vear under report, and referred in detail to the Local Government
Advisory Board. Provincial contributions to District Funds were again
increased, and a special grant was made to the Akyab District Council,
which had suffered from the effécts of a cyclone in 1926.

13. There was no change in the linancial rclaticas betweer the Cen-
tral and Provincial Governments ; but the provincial contribution to
central revenues was further reduced by a permanent remission of a little
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more than seven lakhs of rupees. Receipts and expenditure of comtryf
revevues continaed to increase. Both costoms does sad incume txy
contributed to the enhanced receipts ; the former were sided by bigher
imports of luxuries, and the latter by the incressing prosperity of the
province, together with stricter admiaistrutinrn of the income-tax bw.
The consumption of sait and the gross revenue {isrefrom weve pract-
cally the same as in the previous year. Increased cxpenditure on the
‘trontier expeditions already mentivuned wud Ou the leudiog of coast lighte
was nearly counterbalanced by reductions in interest charges and in the
cost of the Customs and Salt Departments. While provincial receipts
had a slight set-back, provincial expenditure cootinned to risc. and
exceeded the receipts by nearly one and a half crores. Excise, foras
and income-tax yielded higher receipts, but these were swallowed up by
losses on land and irriation revenue and receipts from loans and
advances. The increased excise revenue was not due to ogiam, the ismes
of which dropped by 12 per cent. with a corcesponding £all in the average
consumption per head of the pogulation. . Expenditare was swollen by
the greater cost oi the police. and by the growing dcmands of educatian,
medical relief and public bealth.

14. The Corporation of Rangoon improved its fiuancial position. Its
receipts rnse by nearly five lakhs, owiny largely to the revision of assem-
ments and the collection of rates and taxes on new properties ; while the
rise in expenditure was less than two lakhs. The debt of the Corpona-
tion was increascd to Rs. 239 lakhs by a loan of nearly forty-onc lakhs
saised during the vear. Tenders were invited for a thirty-year loan
bearing interest at 53 per cent. The loan was oversubscribed, and a sub-
stantial premium was obtained, which helped to swell the ordinary
receipts. The service funds of the Carparation were in a bealthicr condi-
tion than in the previous year, although only the lighting tax fund
established a credit balance. In other municipalitics the hnancial
position of these funds remained weak. Sorme improvement occurred ia
the collection of arrears of taxes, but the audit ceports showed that in
otber respects the degree of efficiency attained by many manicipalities
left a good deal to be desired. The incidence of tasation per head of
population in muncipaiitiva outside Rangoon scse  slightly 10 about
Rs. 3-14. The accounts work of District Councils was 0o more satisfactory
than that of municipalities, but with more excuse, for the Councls
were still comparatively new to their work, and found difficulty in
recruiting efficient and trustworthy stafis. The cost of vernacular
education, together with provincial contributions for the purposa, ros¢
owing to the opening of schools under a scheme which provides fos
1,250 new vernacuiar schools in five years. The expenditurc of District
Councils on communications still lagged, pertly bocuusc (i Public
Works Department, occupied with a heavy programme of provincidl
works, was unable to provide the staff required for the projects of local
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hodies. Comparatively little was spent oo public wm The
Rangoon Government Estate, which is administered .by.tbc'-m
ment Trust, had another prosperots year. Rental receipts imcresmed
substantially, arrears were reduced, and in spite of bigher expmditine
on reclamation a balance of over six lakhs of rupees was tcangferred to
the capitaiaccount. The handicaps from which the Trust euffered in
the development of its own estate have already been mentiodd ; but the
result of the year's working was moderately socerasfal and tbese wasa
favourable balance of over Rs. 4 lakhs on revenoe account at the ead of
the year. The Rangoon Port Trust, notwithstanding a reduction in the
river due, maintained a surplus of receipts over expenditare. The
capital account of the fund at the end of the year showed {oans amount-
ing to over {our crores of rupees outstanding, in addition to haif a million
pounds in sterling. The reserve was over a crore and the sinking fond
over one and a half crores cf rupees.

15. ‘The recorded provincial birth-rate was higber thar in the
previous year, but there was a rise also in the death-rate. and the excess
of births over deaths remained practically unaltered. There was a wide-
spread epidemic of cholera. which caused over six thousand deaths,
and made inoculation highly popular. Fevers and dysentery were also
responsible for more deaths than in 1925 : on the other band, the
incidenceof both plague and small-pox was milder. The iofaatile
moitality rate increased to a high figure, but there was good reason to
supposc that the registration of births was far from complete, with the
resuit that the mortality rate was exaggerated. Three new infant welfare
societies were formed, and “ Baby Weeks *” were held at sixteen ceatres.
The attendance in hospitals again increased, and over seven thousand
patients were treated by medical practitioners subsidised by Government
to practise in out-of-the-way places. This system, if successful, will
probably go far to retard the growth of expenditure on hospitals and
dispensaries. The Home for Incurables in Rangoon was completed,and
rapid progress was made with the building of the Du(ferin Hospital for
women. The Pasteur Institute in Ranaoon treated nearly a thoonsand
patients, only one of whom died during treatmeat. The establishment
of other centres for anti-rabic treatment was deferred in view of a
conference to be held in Paris, which was expected to throw more iight
on the problems of rabies. The much higher number of Wasserruann
tests performed in the bacteriological section was evidence of the inten-
sified campaign against venereal disease. The number of patients
confined in mental hospitals tended 2o increase and taxed the capacity of
the Rangoon institution ; but the new buildings at Tadagale were pushed
on, and completed soon after the end of the year. The Provincial
Public Health Board, which met three times, smanctioned largelv
increased expenditure on prajects of water-supply, drainage and the
like. A further advance in preventive medicine was marked by the
opening of the Haxcourt Butler Institute of Public Health asa ceatre of
research and instruction.
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 measurable distance of two crores of rupees. Nearly half the total feif
“directly upon Provincial funds, while much of the expenditure nominaily
" contributed by local bodies wasindirectly drawn from Provincial revenses.
There was a ris¢ in the number of pupils in all stages of instraction
The increase was highest in the lower primary sta i in response to the
decision to open 250 new elementary schools every year over a pesiod
of five years, but the number in the collegiate stage showed a greater
proportional increase. Unfortunately economie reasons drive the grest
mpﬁwdwuumrmthurch.ldmmwnmuhy
are old enough to tend cattle or to look after their younger brothers
and sisters. The numbers that persist to the upper primary and
‘secondary stages are small indeed. The Anglo-vernacular high schools
in Rangoon were much congested by an undesirable influx of pupils from
the districts, in spite of the opening of high departments in up-country
schools. The national schools were handicapped by inferior buildings
and uncertificated staffs, but still managed to acquit themselves with
credit 1z the middle school examination. The percentage of non-
Europeans studying in English schools increased ; the number of
European pupils in these schools was little higher than it was five yeans
before. The disinclination of Anylo-Indian men to take up teaching 2
a profession makes it difficult to staff English boys’ schools ; Anglo-
Indian women are more easily recruited, and usually make good teachers.
‘The number of girls under instruction continued to rise rapidly, but it
was estimated that only about 20 per cenf. of the igirls of school-going
age were at school, and the great majority of these will be removed at
a very early age. One of the most inleresting schemes under consider-
tion during the year was the replacement of the Anglo-vernacular normal
schools by a central teachers' training college, which would work in
conjunction with the University. The proposals, however, had ot
matured by the end of the year. Vernacular teachers are provided for
in four Government normal schools and ninety-one elementary training
classes. Among the institutions giving technical instruction were the
“Government Technical Institute, Insein, the De La Salle Institute,
Twante, and the Saunders Weaving Institute at Amarapara, all of which
made gond progress  The Technical Institute also held a series of
evening classes in Rangoon which were well attended.

For the University one of the most important events of the year was
~ the collection of funds throughout the province for an endowment
intended to make the University less dependent 6n Government aid-
Many generous donations were made, and at the endﬁthe)'w‘*‘
fund promised to reach very satisfactory figures. University College and
Judson College both increased their numbers ; the fact that Arts and Lav¥
donothuﬂhhuaauthmmway.mduuu&mm" aglncriing and

Medical courses attract more students than they used to do shows thal
the University is adjusting itself better to the nex.ls of the provisct

The foundation stone of the neéw Medical College was laid in Februarm,
and the building was expected to be ready for use in 1929.
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PART IL

DEPARTMENTAL CHAPTERS.

Note.—The departmental reports and other references on which
this Report on the Adminisiration of Bermo is based. are acted
the beginning of each chapter. The depwrtumntal rcports &0
all cover the same period. The Repurts on the Administration of Clvll
and Criminal Justice, on the Police and Prisoa Administratioa, on the
Working of the Registration Depurtment, on the Public Heslth
Administration. on Mental Hcspitals, and on the Working of the Imdise
Factories Act. the Retarn regarding measures adopted for the extermina-
on of Wild Animals and Venomoos Snakes, the Reports on Jinerd
Production and on Hospitals and Digpevearies, and the m‘
the Chemical Examiner, deal with events which took piace within the
alendar year 1926. The Reparts oo the Land Reveuoe and Land
Records Admimistration, on tbe Working of the Co-operative Societias
Act and on the Operations of the Depmrtruent of Agricofmre and the
Season and Crop Report, are concerned with the agricultural year
the Ist July 1926 to the end of June 1927. All other reports cover the

twelve months of the official or Gnancial year that ended on the 3lst
March 1927,

3

]

CHAPTER 1
PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GEQGRAPHY.

REFERENCRS—

Quarterly Civil List for Burma, correcied up to the 1st April 1927,

S&T;(;r;andCrop Report of Burma for the year cading the 30tk June

Report on the Land Records Administration of Burms for the yeas
ended the 30th June 1927.

Report on the Civil Veterinmy Departuect (inclading the lnseis
\lr’gfé;rinnn- School), Rurma, for the vear ended the 3ist March

Report on the Public Health Administration of Burma foc the year

1926.
PHYSICAL.
Physical Festures of the Country, Area, Climate and
- Chief Staplas.

For information on this subject reference shoald be made te
Paragraphs 1 to 8 of the Report on the Administration of Burma for
the year 1921.22,

2
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2 CHAP. L—PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GEUGRAPRY.

POLITICAL.

HW&-M

For information on this aub;ect reference shur'd be made 60 pans-
grapbs 9 to 18 of the Report on the Administration of
year 192].22.

Form of Administration.

For information on this subject reference should be made 0 para-
graphs 19 to 42 of the Report on the Administration of Burma for the
year:1921-22, and to the garaygraphs under this bead for the years 1923-24
and 1925-26. Certain further changes have been made in the Buildings
and Roads Branch of the Public Works Deumt which is under
the control of a Chief Enginesr. There are Saprrintoxfug
Wlncmdmtuulurdqmd&&mﬁumdw
Executive Engineery, beloaging to the Iladian Servnol Eagieecrs.

Branch, two Quantity Sarveyars and one Superiotentemt and oo
Amistant Snyenntmdmt of &an In addition, there are Prouincial

Character of Land Tomres : Syatmn of Survey end
Settlormgnt

For information on this subject reference should be made to
raphs 43 to 56 of the Report on the Admimistration of Burmas for
year 1921-22,

Cioil Divisiens of British Tervitery.

For information on this subject reference should be made to
graphs 57 to 627 of the Report on the Administration of Burma for
year 1921-22, u4; modified by the changes recorded in paragraph 2
tbe Report for the year 1925-26.

1

ﬂ

-8

Duteils of the last Census : Tribse and Langmmgen.

For information on this subject refercace should be made to

grapbs 68 to 75 of the Report on the Administration of Barma for
year 1921.22,

'

Changes in the Administration.

1. His Excellency Sir Spencer Harcourt Butler, G.C.L.&., lk‘-s-l'

held the office of Govearnar t hrnghau!
The Guverumem

‘ . The Hon'ble Sir William.
Finance Member. The:Hon'ble U hllray Oung, Borvisher-as- Ke:




CHANGES IN THE ADMINISTRATION.

ber. died on the Sth June 1926 and was meeﬂby
T}fre::'hle Mr. Justice (now Sir J. A.) Maong Gyi, Bamd:r-dh-. ‘g
Houble U Ba Yin, M.B., Ch.B,, and the Hon'ble Mr. Lee Ak Yain,
Barrister-at-Law, continued in office us Edncation Minister and M

Minister respectively.

2. Rere 1d General Adwinisiration.~Tbe Rango>: Town M.
< which on the abolition of the Kangooc Division ia

3

A ocial Tesk 1925 had been placed directly andev the Cocal
3 Government, was included in the ::'mvum
from the 1st Augqust 1926. A new township, called the A: Towu-

ship, comprising parts of the Bodalin and Ménywa Townshige in the
Lower Chindwin District, and of the Tabayin Township in the Shweho
District, was constituted in the l.ower Chindwin District. In the aame
district the new Yinmabin Township was farmed from parts of the Eaal
and Salingyi Townships, and past of the Prle Towuship was tans(arred
to the Salingyi Township. The Labutta Township in the Myasmgmys
District was divided into two townships. to be known as the Labutts and
Kanbe Townships. The Towaships of Ramree and Chedunlm, which
were previously not included in any subdivision, were placed in the
jurisdiction of the Subdivisional Ofhcer, Kyaukpyn

Judicial Administration—~The number of pevmmneot Jodges of the
High Court was caised to eleven. The District and Sesmicns Judge,
Akyab, was appointed District and Seasions Judge for the whale of the
Arakan Division.

3. General and Reyenne Administration.~—The cadres of the Bmwa

Fronﬁ:r Scrvic(.:t:i and the ,Burmaa‘ Proviraia) and

Additions_to and Subordinate Civil and Jodicial Sewices were

e gt ™It .onxanised and streagthensd to cope with the

xrowing complexity of administration. Six appaint-

ments of whote-time Additional Magistrates, which had previomly been

borne on the executive cadres, were trunsferted to the judicml side,

thereby widening the cleavage between esecutive and judicial fanctions.

On the revenue side a1 temporary appointment of Coomissioner of Town
Lands was created in February 1927.

Police Depariment.—The charges of the Depaty InsprRaraemeral
Northern and Southern Rauges, were found to be unwicidy ; the Arakan
and Tcnassenm Civi! Divisions werc iherefore excluded from them and
formed into a new Maritime Range, under a temparary Deputy lespoctar-
General, whose appointment was sanctioned for the popme Other
;:?nges in the Police Depurlineat acc mentioned in yaragragh 33

ow. 4

Prison rimeni.—With a view to making jail labour move
profitable, and so reducing the cost of administration, two temporary
posts of Supervisor of Jail Indastries and Textile Expert were craated
during the year,

Marine Depariment.—The appointment of Marine Transport Ofiicer
at Mandalay was abolished, and the work of that oficer was undermken
by the Superintending Enginoer, Government Vesscls and Lannches,
Upper Burma, in addition to his own duties.

Education Depariment ~Nex intments made during the year
were those of the Sec .E:wn Boards, and the Chief Education
Officer for the Federated States and Kareani.
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o CHAP. L—PHYSICAL AND FOLITICAL GEOGRAPHY.

* Relations with Tributary States and Frontier Atfairg
L () Shaw awd Kasconi Stales.

Federated Shaw Slales, comprising Novthern and Southern Shau Stales Nortvre
( Stales, area 20,1:03‘ nqu'r': ;f gopulation 385924 ; 34 mr- laky ; aree
30,157 :quu“::ké. ﬁu::‘z:l& m,‘alss..zool.(ar’;um t ﬂr‘:c' S;:l:. area $280 ‘":-;;
niles, popule ”ng viemgdut) : i
aré willes, fion 7.(:’43. t’r’i’}:’kﬁm. 24;37 .:::’:hg ' :t;mmglkﬁ?dm _

: area 953 square miles, ntion k . 100

mﬁf,%;) or Rhor HRAmti : avea 200 square wilgs, Acpufafion 74873, ml::

Rs. 2,433. ’

4. But for a few cnn}a brlndividnal:d or amall m the tr:mm'tl)em

roatier remain peacef ing year.
Fedormted ShanStates T ananal Frontier meeting with the Chinese oo
the Northern border did not take place owing tothe distarbed condition
of Yiinnan. = Fighting occurred in the Wa. unadministered territory
appeals were made to the Shan States autborities for assistance, aad
637 Wa households moved into administered territory. Tbe Superin-
tendent of the Northern Shan States for the first timme for some yean
paid a visit to the administered Wa headquarters. The peace of the
borders hetween Kengtang and Siam, China and Fremch IndoChim
was undisturbed.

The Southern Shan States sustained a heavy loss in December by
the death of Sir Sao Mawng, K.C.L.LE., Sawbwo of Yawnghwe. He
was the last Saméwa who had been Sawdwo under the Burmec
kings, and for many years had been the friend and counsellor of
successive rulers of Burma and the Shan States. Three other Chicls
died during the year, the A{yosa of Bawmin and administrator of
Hsamongkham, the Ngwegunhms of Yengan (who lived only aboot a
ycar after his appointment) and the Sawbwa of Mong Kung. The states
of Bawnin and Haamongkham were placed under the Pwehls Mymeo a3
admiuistrator and guardian for a minor. Yengan was pot in charge of
the administrator of Baw. The Sawbwa of Laihka shot his beother,
the next heir, and was deposed and confined in a mentil hospital. The
new Sawbwa of Tawngpeng was installed by the Commisgsioner in full
Durbar. His Excellency Sir Harcourt Butler visited Namtu, where be
opened the new Marmion Shaft of the Burma Corporation. He also
visited Sakantha and opened the ncw Aaw (palace) of the Sawbwa of
Hsipaw. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief made a tour of the
Northern Shan States border. A

The Council of Fedcrated Shan Chiefs, which held its fifth session
in December, shiowed a:steadily increasing interest in Federal affairz
A considerable body of legislation in force in Burma proper, incleding
Acts dealing with arms, mines, lepers, opium, excise and gambling, Ww3s
extended to the Shan States, or parts thereof, during the year.

There was a notable increase in crime, especially in the State of
North Hsenwiand in the Central Subdivision of the Southern Shao
States. The total number of cases was 3828 against 3,291 in the
preceding year. Most of the increase was in pefty crime, but the
number of violent crimes and cattle thefts was also higher than ia
1925-26. The opening out of the country and increased contact With
the criminals of thc outer world were said to be mainly respoasible for
the growth of crime. The State Police, which is untrained, deals Wwith
most of the rime outside the notified areas.

Crops were successful on the whole, In the Southern Shan States
the benefit of an uausnally fine crop of potatoes was diminished by the



rotting of many tons owing to two. continuex act
and several thousand plough-cattle died of disease.
Department had a r%?‘;rhb:,y Wﬂ’mm' W‘t pine of fore:
revenue over expenditure showed e increase @ ‘
With the improvement of the roads tradc and industry made'a marked
recovery from the dcpression of the previous year, and this prosperity
was shared by all states. Wages were high and laboor nit to obtain.
The Sawbwa of Kéngtang abolished compulsory fise A ‘ﬂ::
production of the Burma Corporation’s mines reached a ne< recard,
but the falling prices of lead and silver causcd ansiety.  In the Southern
Shan States mininy prospects were less promising.

The creation of a separate appointment of Chief Educational Ofhicer,
which relieved the Commissioner of the immediste charge of educa-
tional matters, has already been mentioned. The numbers of schools,
teachers and pupils, and the expenditure on education, cootinued to
increasc.  The popularity of hospitals and dispenmries was well
maintained. A large programme of construction of oficesand residences
at Tuunyggyi was complicted. It remains to provide the states with a
proper :vstem of metalled roads :ind with adequate buildings. Sanitary
and other improvements were carried out by the town committees of
Taunguyvi. Lashio. Leilem and Kalaw. The cessation of opiam cultiva-
tion west of the Salween River at the end of the vear was a notable
achicvement ;: but the more ditticult problem of checking smuygling
from the trans-Salween states and from China has yet to be aotved.

5. The Myosa of Kvethoyyi died in September and was exceeded
Kaocn i S by his hali-brother. Relations between the
' border officials continued to be fricudly. The
number of criminal cases further decreased from 152 to 130, of which
only two were murders. The strength of the Military Police ocutpost
was reduced to 25.  Rainfall was well distnbuted and crops were good.
The revenue rose from Rs. 2'01 lakhs to Rs. 227 lakbs, forests being
the main sonrce of revenue.  Expenditure also increased to Rs. 2'25
lakbs, two-thirds of which was spent on general administrative chanses.
The Mawchi mines, which employed about 1,500 persons, including 15
Europeans, were the most important industrial undertaking, and
considerably increased their activities during the year, although
operations were to some extent hindered by transport difficulties. Trade
in lac, cutch and hides with Burma was brisk. The popularity of the
hospital at Lojkaw was undiminished. The number of registered schools
decreased by two to 25, the majority of which were managed by the
American Baptist and Roman Catholic Missions.

6. The Shan Stiesof Hsawnghsup and Singkating Hikamti had an
Other Shan States. uneventful year.
(ii) The Chin Hills,

[Zhe Chan_ Hills District : aren approvimalely 8,550 square wiles, jcdulation 110.079.
The Pakokku Hill Tracts area . approssmately 3,100 re wiles, pofalation

28,799, The Rill District of Arakam ¢ area approvimalely 3.000 arilcs,
ﬁpl’lh_a!;on]l 20914. Tracts : in the Upper Chindwen, Abkyab Kyaukpyn
istricts,

7, Crops in the Chin Hills District werc \eiy fair on #he whole,
although the rice crope failed in parts of the Haka Subdivision: The
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RELATIONS WITH TRIBUTARY SYATES Al

ivision of the Myitkyina mmwauwmmﬂd,
f:“'{-d’.-,fm“.?.'.' The seg‘ml condition d&mh &.mﬁ

cts was good except in parts of the Putac Subdivision, vhere ¢
Ieﬂmdamagedby rats. The output of the jade mines was move
doubled but the value of the j prodoced remalned practically
altered, The old jade mine at Htawmaw belougiog to the Kansl dema

fell in, and attempts to work it as an open quarty were unmxrmmfol

Considerable progress was made with the canstructan of the
Sumprabum cart road, and work on a cart-toad from Bbamo to N xmiktms,
hegun by ticket of leave canvict labour, was inspected by His Baaxf=acy
the Governor. Educalion ontinued to advance slowly. and a few muxe
schools were opened. The Kachins bagan to resort mare freely
Government hospitals in the hill tracts.

The low price of illicit opium militated against the socosw of the
newly-introduced opium shop system. Large seizores of conbstmad
were made in the Bhamo and Myitkyina Districts, but had littie effect on
the bulk of the trafic. Proposals were formulated for an increase of
the preventive staff to dea) with smugglers.- Cultivation of the poppy
in the Myitkyina District was stopped, except in the Putao and Smugprs-
bum Subdivisions, where the quantity grown decreased.

-]

Condition of the People.

over six thousand deaths, the year 1926 was ooderately healthy. The
urban and rural death-rates were slightly higber than in 1925, but still
below the rates for 1924, The wmortality from plague and small-pox
declinerd, but there were incraases in the number of deaths: from fevesy,
dyseutery and respiratory diseasrs. The harvest of rice, the priocial
«top of the province, was decidedly better than in the preceding year,
but in the dry zone of Upper Burma much damage was dose by t
irregularity of the rains. The carly rains were delayed. and at the
of the season the rainfall was excessive. Sesamun, cottan and
nut in consequence did badly. Local destruction of cropa on a wi
scale was caused by floods in Lower Burma. Harvest prices for
were generally higher than in the previom year. There wese
ases in the harvest prices of sesamum and groundaut, bet the
cotton continued low. Cattle suffered severely from o

eecond year in euccession. and the mortality was little less tha
year 1925-26. Revepue was collected without munch difficulty
there was no evidence that the prosparity of the people was sen
affected by the adverse iactors mentioned above.

L)
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CHAPTER 11

| ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAND.
" REFERENCES—

Realisation of the Revenue.

10, Nochmmwumm&;minngnhndkmue%
applicable to Upper and Lower Burma
e Dhaciiem ™™  rules sider the Lower Burms Land. Nevenu

nerally to cantonments (other than

Hadahl.wbmithadn‘cvm been limited to domestic servants.

The Burma Town and Village Lands Directions were amended so as 1o

make the cost of acquisition of land for the extension of villages payable

Provincial revenues and net from District Funds, and in order to

transfer the duty ot collecting town land rents in certain towns from the
qui‘f‘iepanﬁps;oﬁovumntw.

capita

bold-tax in Up::;m;;;n!fw" Burma, and il {huifaimeda, oF house

]

The powers of :
B Fishert Aaﬁiheryoﬁcerundcrucuomlsw 18 of the

Direct; ct were conferred on all Assistant Township
%w the am:,-hfn,::':"ﬂ Fisheriea Act were amended & as to

inacdequate security from purchasers of
was adopted for the recovery of



i1 The 280 ucnndh}%lmamh&‘ﬂ'ﬂhﬁb&mlm
Demand. Collections, Bem** of Rs. lakhs over the previous yeasr, New
. o . settiement rates of revenue were introduced in
parts of the Mandalay and Pegu Districts. The new rates were calculated

R ue Procerdings and » : ; y
ive Processes. lakhs in the preceding year, and the amount
’ actually collected by this method was Rs. 1237
lakhs. The number of persons arrested increased from 1,177 to
and 33 persons were committed to jail, against 19 in the previous year,
Sales of moveable property also increased, but there was a decrease in
other coercive measures adopted for the recovery of revenue. Warrants
of attachment of immoveable propeﬂ% numbered 7,149, and warrants of
arrest issued against 5,001 persons. ere were 1,459 sales of immove-
able property against 1,609 in 1925.26. Warrants of arrest were
numerous in Tharrawaddy (635), Thatom (586), Insein (527), Mergni
(M1 and Henzada (430). In Meiktila District 1,374 warrants of attach-
ment of moveable property issued, and in Akvab 1593 warrants of
attachment of immoveable property. There were 373 sales of property
in Henzada District. On the whole the figures show that revenue is
beiny collected more easily year by year since the agitation against the
payment of taxes was at its height.

Surveys.

13. There were four parties of the Survey of India, including the
Forest Parly, at work during the year. No. 10

mwm&é’_"w Party carried ont topographical survey of 3,062
e square miles in the Bassein and Myaungmya
Districts on the 1-inch and 2-inch scales, as well as traversing in the
Myaungmya, Pyapn and Hanthawaddy Districts preliminary to detailed
survey. No. 11 Party made a topographical survey on the l-inch scale
of 2,603 square miles in the Thatén, Salween and Toungoo Districts
and completed the triangulation of 2,121 square miles in advance of
survey in the Pegu and Insein Districts. No. 15 Party completed the
principal triangulation around Rangoon required for the preparation of
a large-scale map, Nine new stations were observed and numerous
ntersected points fixed. No. 21 (Forest) Party worked w the Miuikiiia,
Yaméthin, Magwe, Prome, Mansi, Katha and Mu Forest Divisions, and



surveyed 411 square miles on the 2-inch ocale and 99 square miles
the 4-inch scale. The same party 485 lioear miley of
boundary thecdolite traversing and linear miles of intevior
connection traversing. Survey of India sheets publisbed durasthe
numbered 39 on a 1-inch ecale (two including parts of Asam), 6
half-inch scale (two including parts of Assani), and 11 degree sheets
a quarter-inch scale, including five on the [rnntiers of Asmm
China. One hundred and eleven miles of eecoui.ry leveling
carried out. Tidal olservations were made at Rangoon and
and a new olrervatory was instalied in the Pilakat Creek

Eilsfﬁiis

14. A revised edition of the Land Records Manual was issped at
beginning of the year, and new forms
Surveys by Provincla) reglisters were introduced. The new procedare
mm was designed with a view to greater acturacy
and simplicity, and proved satisfactory ; tmt the
changes in the method of record and assessment naturally threw exira
work on the staff for the first year. The Specinl Survey Party was
employed in the Shwebo. Sagaing, Ma-ubin, Tharrawaddy, Pegu and
Upper Chindwin Districts, and carried out a special oil-held sarves in the
Pakikku District and a contour survev of part of the suburban area
under development near Rangoon. Altogether an area of 379 square
miles was traversed in resurvey, and cadastral survey was made of 367
square miles. Original traverse covered 58 square miles, and ocigmal
cadastral survey 102 square miles. The local staff and the specal
survey party together accounted for 666 square miles of traverse in
resurvey, 1,268 square miies of cadastral resurvey, 723 square miles of
cadastral revision survey, original traverse of 137 square miles and
original cadastral survey of 173 square miles.

EF

15. Thelocalstaff traversed three square miles of town areas in Akyab,

X Minbu, Meryui, Pegu and Magwe Districts, and
Survers o feeyay30d . carried out cadastral survey over half a square
mile in Akyab and Minbu Districts Much

trouble was caused by unauthorised occupatior and eoncroachments,
especially in urban areas in the Pegu District. The number of grants
and leases surveyed was 3.129, with an area of 36.758 acres, as against
2,927. with an area of 24,239 acres. in the preceding year. The bulk of
the work was undertaken by the regular district staffs, but special staffs
were employed in five districts. The survey of mining leases in Tavoy
and Mergui Districts was transferred from the Special Survey Panty to

the local officers, owing to the remotcness of the areas and the difficlty
of supervision.

Settlements.

16. Settlement operations were carried on in the Ma-ubin, Yl‘_“é'h:
and Katha Districts. On the completion
M?‘s"w“‘ work in Katha, the party working there ws
divided into two, one half proceeding to Myitkyina District, and the
other to the Upper Chindwin District. Orders were passed on the
report of the setticinent of the Mamauk tract of the Pegn District, and
on that of certuin arcas in the Magdul,, District. Preliminary
utﬂm}enl operations were conducted in the Minbu District, but the mair
operations were postponed owing ¢o imminent changes in irrigation.



' The gross effect of the revision of rates
¥ o year was an increuse of Rs. 1
Financia! Resukts. cenl. . @octionsd demand
in the Mandalay District was Rs. 1,140, a decrame of
the Mamauk tract the revision of rates iovolved a revenas
tokh, an increase of 28°43 cenl. The result of & gonmry .
of the old Sittang river-bed in the Pegu District was a revarae desmand
of Rs. 0'15 lakh, an increase of 36'45 per cewi. 1iiz total expenddure

of all settlement parties during the ycar was Rs. 3'75 latds.

Land Records.

18. The gross area under s:’lppkmenwgy % inchoding gf;
arens,  decreased X e to
Areaunder Susplemaniany  illion acres. The reasons for the dechine
were the exclusion of figures relating to Rangom
Town, where the work is done by the Development Trust, the transfer
of certain areas in Pegn. Hanthawaddy and Ma-ubin to Goverwmmsmat
Estates, the placing of areas in Mandalay and Mergui Districts ander
L, <um assessments, and the exclusion of 47,000 acres of forest raactve
in the Prome District.  On the other hand, 100,000 acres were brought
under supplementary survey in the Tharrawaddy District, and the area
in Yamethin District was increased by nearly 70.000 acres on  recalcala-
tion. The occupied rural area, chiefly owing to the favonrable uweasoo
for ricc and for late crops in the dry zone, increased by ‘11 million
acres, and the cultivated rural area by ‘14 million aces The aTmrmsnd
rural area rose correspendingly: by ‘18 million acres. ‘

19. The total cost of the Land Records 2establhhmcct fell Erom
Rs. 25°46 lakhs to Rs. 23'71 lakbs. The Sueater
Cost of SPPEE™NET  nart of this decrease is accounted for by the
omission of the figures for Rapgoon Town,
where, as already explained, the work is done by the Development
Trust.  The cost of the combined Land Records and Canal staffs in the
Shweho irrigated tracts was transferred to the Iublic Works Depart-
ment, and economies were effected by a genera) rechction of staff in the
Lower Burma districts. The net tesult, however, after allowing for the
omission of the figures for Rangoon Town, was a saving of omnly
Rs. 66.000. The average percentage of the cost of survey to the total
asscssment rose from 599 to 6°08.

20. Besides the central survey school attached to the Special Sarvey
Trainkit ok Farty al Sh\rcbo_. which wae opened in 1925-2_6.
: schools were maintained at Prome, Mamlmeia,
Kyauksé and Minbi.. The number of applications and admissions was:
approximately the same as in the previous year, and over 70 ger aend. of
the pupils admitted had seventh standard or higher qualificaticns.
Fifty-six completed the course, against 47 in the nrevious Vear ; bot of
the 56 twenty-eight came from the central school, which abtained the
first 16 places in the examination. The centru) school is definitely
displacing the Jocal schools in importance. The numbers
lic course at Prowe and Kyaukst were verv low. and the gquestion
Whether these two schools should not be closed will have to be «wo-
sidered. Twenty-five of the pupils on therolisat the end of June 1927



indian
five of the Burma Frontier Service, eight of the Borma
and 69 of the Subordinate Civil Service were trained by Superin-
tendents in land records work. Eleven probationers of the Land
Records Service were also under training during the year.

21. The total area wl:‘ 31,;6 the vear wla.‘l szoé's&mym,m
Transters { acres on the pr s
g Pegu District, which in 1925-26 showed the

greatest increase in area sold, was responsible for 25473 acres of the
fotal decrease. Bassein, on the other hand, showed an increase of over

J

Waste Lands

22. Four areas were notified as Government Estates during the
Colonisation the year, wiz. (1) Sittang North Government

' . Estate (2,944 acres) ; (2} Sittang  South Govern-
ment Estate (3,727 acres) ; (3) Pyuntaza Government Estate (54,400
acres) jand (4) Yandoon Colony Government Estate (25,390 acres).
Various other areas came under the control of the Government Estate
Depariment, but were not formally notified as Government Estates
pending the issue of revised rules. Excluding the Myitmaka area in the
Tharrawaddy District and the unallotted Pegu and Hanthawaddy accre-
tions and jungle blocks, the Department was ut the end of the year in
-charge of about 319,200 acres, of which roughly 218,000 acres were
occupied land,  The unoccupied land was chiefly in the Kyauktan and
Pyuntaza Governnent Estates. The area allotted for cultivation during
the year was (1) about 7800 acres on the Shwebo-Sagaing borders ;
42) a strip of some 3.780 acres in the Hanthawaddy District along the
Bassein Creek ; (3) an area of 12,379 acres in the Pyuntaza Govern-
ment Estate ; (4) about 1,040 acres in the Kyauktan Government Estie ;
and (5) an area of about 18,440 acres in the Pegu and Hanthawaddy
accretions. The Paukkaung criminal settlement, among other areas, was
examined with a view to making it 8 Government Estate. A proposal to
form a Government Estate in certain kwins in the Kyaukse District was
because the vacant area was scanty, remote and unsuitable.

The co-operative societies in the Sittang and Yandoon Colony arcas
had a successful year, and, except for one society in the latter area,
mabbloumclullt_heirobliaﬁomtoﬁovemmt. In the Pyuntaza
aica the progress o iour societies was unsalisiuciury, bl the viber
three, which had good land, were expected to survive. Owing to cattle
isease, floods and untimely rain at harvest and threshing the Myitkyina




wmmu. B

socictics had a bad_yeat. Of thq—-‘qntstmding loans 9? m
colonies a sum of Rs. 275 lakhs &mcipal and Rs. rle oo s
was recovered, and the balance outsts nding at the end of t yg 4
Rs. 793 lakhs. No fresh loans were issued to sacieties but un 5
new scheme of giving loans to indiviGua) temants a snm of w&.?
lakhs was issued to 1,104 tenants. The Sittany colonies contmued_ u;
be linanced by their own Banking Union, which had an ounvd capita
of over Rs 6 lakhs and a borrowed capital of Rs. 2§ lakhs. Foe the
first time the Government Estate Departmeni asseancd and collected its
own rents and revenue from the areas under its control. The Local
Government having approved the policy of expending rents from the
Government Estatec on improvements thereto, a programme for the
construction of tanks and roads was drawn up and was ander sooagders-
tion at the end of the year. [

23. The tolal area granted or leased for cultivation decreased by

7,696 acres to 13,719 acres. An area of 1,003

Grants and Leases lof  acres was granted for rubber cultivation in the

Amherst District, 2,037 acres in the Mergui

District and 1,216 acres in the Toungoo District. In the Ambherst
District, 109 acres were giauted for cocoanut Cuiltivation.

24 The area granted free of revenue for religio;;‘ and pu‘!b‘lfce
. purposes fell from 292 acres to acres.
lﬁ:ﬁ?:.i.:;':ﬁ:?:&"m area granted or leased to village headmen in
g order to supplement their revenue commission
rose fiom 285 acres to 304 acres. The total valve of amsignments of
land revenue during the year was Rs. 619. There were no grants of
special interest or importance.

GB¥ernment Estates and Wards' Estates.

25. The Rangoon Development Trust continued to administer the
Rehaioh. Rodihe: Rangoon Government Estate on behali of

. Government. The Government Estate, exclud-

ing the Kokine and Dawbon estates, was reduced by 16 acres to 3,150
acres. Some 36 acrcs of completed roads were transferred to the
Corporation of Rangoon for maintenance, but this loss was partly set
off by purchases for and transfers to the Government Estste. The
area of the Kokine Estate was increased by 14 acres to 465 acresas a
restlt of & large-scalc sumvey. This eatate conld rat he occupied for
residential purposes owing to the absence of a water-supply, and was
let out for grazing and cultivation at a rent, for tbhe year 1926-27, of
Rs.2,351. The third Government Estate, at Dawbon, remained of the
same area as in the previous year, 1,824 acres. The sum of Rs, 28.000
was obtained by the lease of cultivation rights for the vear 1926-27.
There was a gratifying increase in the collections of rents due to the
Govcernment Estate, which amounted to Rs. 14°55 lakhs. No sborms
were encountered, such as enlivened the early years of the Development
Trust, and though rents were recovered with difficulty from a large
number of tenants, thene was no organized opposition, and the asrears
were reduced from Rs. 2'50 lakhs to Rs. 1°'53 lakhs. The demand for
leases was brisk and 1,201 long leases were issued as compared with
701 in 1925.26, The most important lease executed was that of the
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to the Rangoon Turf Club, at a rem
Rs. 1578 lakhs. The e on works amounted o
Rs. 861 lakhs, including indirect overhead Reclamation
10 lakhs, against Rs. 1'50 lakhs in 1 the heavy
Mmuundqthishudlnbxdnetotbem:aﬂyd

26. The areas which were declared to be Government Estates during

A the year are mentioned in paragraph 22
Ocher Govermment Estates. There are no Court of Wards estates in

Revenue and Rent-paying Classes.

ht&ﬁuﬁwdl‘l@minthe&gnaﬁﬂaﬂhndﬂy
Districts surrendered to the Government Estates Department. the
Jncrease in Lower Burma would have been much greater. Over tue
province as a whole the proportion of land in the hands of non-agricul-
tnn}htlcontinu;da:io;:ctmu. In Lower Burma 2763 wn‘;.;-é‘g?me
total area was non-agriculturalists, as com i fer
.cemi. in 1925-26. For the whele province the percentage was 1947,
-against 19°0 in the previous year. An apparent increase of 24,078 acres
in the area held by non-resident non-agriculturalists in Myaungmya
District is explained by the recalculation during the year of inaccurate
statistics previously collected.

Favourable agricultural conditions were responsible for an increase

n!r; liae‘lnl oflhndl:lt at full fixed rents, i in‘!"lnm“'agll!.-
anthawaddy, Insein, Henzada, Myaungm! . Thatdn, Pakd
and Yaméthin Districts. M&mmc,j:ndinmmm

Districts, due in the former district to the cyclone of 1926 and to the
“heavy mortality among plough-cattie. Thetolalinc:::elor the whole
province was “20 million acres. The area let at privileged reots or rent-
ﬁudecﬁn;l}g&nﬂhmm.andmmm share umd
increased acres. Relations between landlords tenants
~were on the whole reported to be satisizctory.
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Coursii;:l Legislation.

28. Of the Bills referred to in the report for the 1925.26, the
Work of the Lagislative gxmw(::: A.m"!hmm&l,lg:s,:
Burma Courts (Amendment) Bill, 1926, the

Burma Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1926, the Burma Outports (Amend-

1926, respectively. During the period from the 1st September 1926, 1o
the 31st Angust 1927, thirteen Bills were introduced mn the Council, riz.,
(1) the Rangoon Rent (Amencment) Bill, 1926 (non-official), (2 the
Burma Co-operative Societies Bill. 1926, (3) the Rangoon Municipa
and Burma Courts (Amendment) Bill, 1926, (4) the Burma Legisiative
Council (President's Salary) Bill, 1927, (3) the Burma Nationa! Sporis
Bill, 1927 (non-official), (6) the Burma Oilficlds (Amendment) Bilt, 1927,
(7) the Burma Municipal Bill, 1927, (8) the Burma Water-Power Bill
1927, (9) the Rangoon Police and Burma Oilficlds (Amendment! Bill,

11, 11 and VII of 1927 respectively.

Expulsion of Offenders (Amendment) Act, IV of 1926, eliminated
mmmmmmmw«mmwmm
The Burma Forest (Amendment) Act, V of 1926, was enacted with
the objects of equalizing the penalty that may be imposed for an offence
under the Game Rules in a reseived forest, with that which may be
imposed for an nffence committed on public forest land, and of extending

|
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¢ Burma Oilfields (Ameadment) Act, T10f 1927, was ecpacied 0
as t:tflacilitate the maintenance of law and order in the dm doring
strikes and other perio:ﬁﬁo(l demquency by conferring sdditiomal powers

Warden of the elds,

& m'nfe Burma Legislative Council (President’s Salary) Act, 113 of 1927,
determined the salary of ihe elected President of the Barma Lagislative
ncil. ; -
cw’l‘he Rangoon Municipul and Burma Courts (Amcndg:em) At IV.of
1927. made it no longer necessary to redefine the juriadiction of the
High Court of Judicature at Kangoon every ume that the hmits of the
City of Rangoon are varied. :

The Burma Medical (Amendment) Act, V of 1927, wsas .amcted at
the sugtestion of the Government of India to provide for reciprocty of
registration in all provinces and uniformity in the schedule of jualibca-
tions for registration,

The Act also provided for the registration of persans not .otherwise
qualiticd who were in actval practice in Burma before the Barma
Medica! Act, 1915, came into force and made certain other a;mdments
which have been from time to time saggested by the Barma Medical
Council in the light of experience.

The Buriua Co-operative Societics Act, V1 of 1927, was demgned to
consolidate and amend the law relating to co-operative societies in
Burma. The Act replaces the Co-operative Societies Act I1 of 1912 in
its application to Burma.

The Burma Village (Amendment) Act, VI of 1927, gave the
Commissioner power to direct suitable measures to be taken for the
proper protection of villages. The Act also modified section 13 and
re-enacted sections 15, 16 and 20 of the principal "Act, which wexe
repealed by the Burma Village Amesdment Act, 1924,

29. The undermentioned Acts affecting Burma were passafbyg the
General :m altecting Indian Legistature during the year -~—

General Acts of 1926,

XXVIiL—The Usurious Loans {Amendment) Act, 1926.
XXI1X.—The Woskmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Act, 1926.
XXX.—The Negotiahle Instruments {Interest) Act, 1926.
XXXI.—The Indian Evidence (Amendment) Act, 1926.
XXXIl.—The Administrator Gerral's (Amendment) Act, 1926.
XXXIH.—The Indian Companies {Amendment) Act, 1926.
XXXV.—The Cantonments (Amendment) Act, 1926.
XNXVIL—The qgode cf Criminal Procadure (Third Amendment) Act,
1926.
XXXVH.—The Indian Succeasion (Amendment) Act, 1926.
XXXV1I1.—~The Indian Bar Couocils Act. 1926.
XXX1X.—The Provincial 1nsotvency (Amendment) Act, 1926.
XL.—The Indian Succession (Amendment) Act, 1926.

General Acls of 1921,

1.—The Indian Limitation (Amendment) Act, 1927.
11.—=The Indian Repistration (Amendment) Act, 1927.
111.—The Steel Indastry (Protection) Act, 1927.

3



VII.—The Provident Punds (Amendment) Act, 1927,
VIII.—The Sea Customs (Amendment) Act, 1927,
IX —The Indian Limitation (Second Amendment) Act, 1927,
X.—The Repealing and Amending Act, 1927.
All the above Acts came into force during the year under repart
except Acts | and IX of 1927, which were to comx® into force os the
1st of January 1928.

30. No Ordinance affecting Burma was enacted diring the paiod
under review.
31. No Regulation aff¢.ting Burma was made daring the yar.
e

32. The Lepers Act. 1898, was extended to the Federated Shan
States : the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, and e

| aaension of @oact  Burma Midwives and Narses Act, 1922, were
by extended to those arcas in the Federated Sm
States which have been or may hereafter be notified under sectim 210
of the Bur.aa Municipal Act, 1898 ; the Opium Act, 1878, the Barma
Excise Act, 1917, the Burma Gambling Act, 1899, and the lodiin Arms
Act, 1878, as subsequently amended, were extended to the Myelat in the
Federatied Shan States ; the Indian Svoxsmion Act, 1925, with some
modifications, was extended to (1) thoee areas in the Federated Sham
States which have been or may hereafter be notified under sectiam 210
of the Burma Municipal Act, 1898, (2) the area of Namiu in the Northaa
Shan States within defined limits and (3) the civil station of Loimwee is
the State of Kéngtng in the Southern Shan States; and the Borma Forest
(Amendment) Act, 1926, was extended to the Federated Sban States to
the Shan State of Hkamti Long in the Myitkyina Diatrict, and to the
Shan States of Hsawnghsup and Singkaling Hikamti in the Upper

Police.

33."The appointment of a (emporary Deputy Inspector-General of
vl s s Police for the Delta Range was mentioned in the
and Coste " *" Report for 1925.26, Another new Range, covering

: the Arakan and Tenasserin Divisivas and named the
Mmﬁmekange_.wns found necessary in the year under review anda
temporary appointment of Deputy Inspector-General of Police was sanc-
toned forit. The creation of new Ranges had a beneficial effect on the
'wkn(ﬂxepdm,aqdonthewiume of important crime. On the recom-
mendation of the PolmEnqniryCommiuaedlmmmsuictw
was ghlﬁhmd in that year for two Subdivisional Police Officers in
cach of the most important districts, with a few exceptions, to help the
ﬂumm Superintendent of Police. ence proved, however, that
gp:g:maicnlnﬂw heaviest icts wos tno mech for the
M‘ tendent and one assistant, and additional belp had to e
Pprovided!by an increase of 13 in the cadre of Deputy Superintendents-




police. . g

Deputy Superintendent way eaoctioned for the post of Pdui:l - 3
3.‘;‘ Detecti)\'re Tpr:tinins School. It was found that the reduction in the
pomber of police-stations and outposts made in consonsnce witb‘&.
recommendations of the Police Enquiry Committee was too diastic in
certain districts, and it was necessary to re-open twelve polhe-dwom
and estublish two outposts. Two police-stations were abulished

the year. The surveillance staffs of police stations wcrs 4

and these and other changes resulted in net increases of 11 lospectors,
one Euiopean Sergeant, 81 Sub-Inspectors, 7 Station Writess, >S Head
Constables and 278 Constables. Three flyiag squads were comtitated
as a temporar meastre to deal with sudden outbreake of crime and
proved extremely useful. The eanctioned streagth, excluding

officers, at the end of the year was 2,182 officers and 11,116 men, but
the posts of 94 officers and 624 men remained anfilled. The shartage
of men was partly due to the fact that the increases of the force weare
sanctioned late in the ycar. and some mooths elapsed befare all
the new posts couldbe filled. Reports from many districts showed that
the new ratesof pay attracted a much better class of recruits to the
force. There was, however, an acute sbortage of Sub-lnspectors ; not
only were 94 posts vacant, but more than 400 were filled by pramotad
Heud Constables, most of whom were insufficiently educated for the
work. It was in the nature of things impossible to fill immediately
with suitable candidates the large numl-er of Sub- Imspectorships created
in 1925 ; but propaganda was carried to the schools with aarked
effect and the candidates selected for admission to the Police Trainiag
School in 1926 contained a good proportion of educated young men
The cost of the Civil Police debitable to Provincial revenoes was
Rs. 11201 lakhs, or Rs. 8} lakhs more thau in the previoas year. The
enhanced cost was mainly due to the increazes in the District Exmutive
‘l'_‘gercc' :.lrelady mentioned and to rcwards being granted on a wmore
TOErdt scale.

34 Eight officers and 163 men were removed or dismised depart-
mentally, against 7 officers and 233 men in 1925,

Conduct; Educationand . I, addition 166 officers and mep were removed or
: dismissed on cooviction by magistrates. Minar
papishments were awarded to 272 officers and 889 men, an increase of
4 officers and a decrease of 126 men on the figures for the previcus
year. The number of resignations dropped from 438 to 309, and that of
desertions from 48 to 43. The improved discipline of the force was
Eenerally attributed to the better conditions of service. Special pro-
motion was earned by three officers and the numbesr of rewards given rase
f“?'_n 2479t~ 3082, The Sub-lospectors who passed ouwt frowm the
Police Training School showed bere and there a tendency to chate at
discxpline, but otherwise their conduct was eatisfactory. Fifty-three
Cadets pagsed their final examination in December, with an unusually
percentage of marks. One hundred and two cadets were admitted

in June 1926, and 91 remained under training at the end of the year.
Discipline at the school was reported to be moderately good The
active campaign against crime and the sbortages in the districts made
it impossible to send more than 522 constables, ;‘s“ comp:e;l&vith 1,087
in the previous year, for training at district de ; but |, recruits
7““ trained, against 60S in 1925, Five hundred and Giiy seciuits and
455 trained men were put through the musketry course,and 1.472
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 lffieers went *rough the cowrse in Wmm
‘Aid classcs were held, and were attendied by 357 officers and men.

f those who took the examination 167 gualified. Sports and games

" were encouraged, both in the districts and at the Police

Two more co-operative societies were opened during the year, bringing
the total up to nine, with a share capital of Ra. 125 lakhs. ' In addition
to lending money to members ata low rate of inwn >t some socicties
maintained stores or supplied foodstuffs at reduced price: i~ eutstations.

35. In 1924 a large programme of expenditure was sanctioned lo
siirine. remedy the highly unsatisfactory housing condi-
tions of the civil police. and in the Bnancial
years 1925.26 and 1926-27 a sum of Rs. 15 lukhs was allotted for this
But Rs. 534 lakhs were diverted to the construction of build-
ings for the Criminal -Investigation Department at Iusein, and out of
the balance availablc only Rs. 7763 lakhs could be spent by the Public
Works Department. With this sum quarters were built for 35 Sub-
Inspectors of Police, 59 Head Constables, and 439 Conmstables. Much
more remained to be done and it was necessary to spend Rs. 1'37 kakhs
on hiring houses for ranks for whom no Governmemt quarters were
available, Among the works completed during 1926 were a Police
&mfmnd Public Offices in Rangoon, at a cost of Rs. 192
lakhs, the! ive Training School at Insein (Rs. "94 lakh), a defen-
sible police station at Hlégu, Insein District (Rs. "23 lakh), and quarters
for the District Assistant at Pegu (Rs. '18 lakh). A nambet of minor
works were also carried oui.

36. There wer~ signs that the rapid growth of violent crime in recent
Crima. years had received a check in 1926. The

) number of true cases of cognizable crime, includ-
ing cases pending from the previous year, rose by over 3,000 ; but
practically the whole of the increase occurred under Class VI, which

relates to public offences under special and local laws, and the
preventive law, I this class of offence be excluded, was actually a
‘over 1,800 cases of cognisable crime during 1926, the

total '52,232. The number of true cases of important crime dealt
with decreased by about 13 per cewi. to 1,734, Among these there were
71 muiders by dacoits and robbers, against 84 in the previous year ; but
fhe mumber of other murders increased from 788 to796. "There werc 57
attemipted murders, as compared with 65 in 1925. Dacgities showed a
very satisfactory decrease of 184 cases to 538, and there were 308 impor-
hntl'otbbu“leu.ormlmtlun inul925: The largest decrug::’l;\im-
poriant crime were shown in the Pyapon, Awmbierst, Thatdn, Tavoy
and ‘Ma-ubin Districts, which were together responsible for a decline of
261 cases. The improvement did not extend to tire' Prome and Insein
Districts, in which there was substantially more imporfant crime than in
1925, A gratifying result of the intensive campaign against crime begun
in 1925 was the reduction by nearly 200 of the number of cases in which
m:mim used. Truc cases of grievous hurt increased by 80to
| .;d!!dgb«iuo{uﬁnorimpoﬂancc were another form of crime that
ﬂmﬁ an inerease during the year, and the total of true cases dis
40';’*‘!0'“ 1,000 t0 1.120. There was also an intreass fram 2,548 to
é 10 in the mimber of true cases of cattle theft, but there was evidence
show that greater confidence in the police led the overs to report
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thefts more freely instead of ransourng their caltle and Iﬂg
::::ct lest worse befall them. Ordinary thcfss fell fram 10,289 to 9.7
but it was suggested that the abolition of a number of police- siatiowm
made villagers think twice before travelling long distances to repovd
petty cases, There was a slight decrease in the number of bousebrealh:
ing cases, which was 4.476. The aumber of nffences relating to colm
and currency and bank notes showed very litte divioution. Driek wae
reported to be responsible for 1.356 cases. A (_:oml_mn»ze was appoint.
ed during the year by the Local Government to inguire inlc the reascas
for the large propostion which mucders bear to lite impottaut crime of
the province, and to suggest methods ol dealing with the problem

37. The results obtained by the Police showed a masked ingrore-
Coiking of EPRES. - TR upon those of recent years  The fallowing
e o table sho ws the pereentage of truo cases of the

more imporiant crimes dealt with by the police in which ]
were obtuined :—
1923, 3024, 1928. 1926,

.\tut'(]rl’ e 22 26 24 31
Duacoity o 26 30 25 40
Robbery 39 38 33 41
Catle theft R 41 39 45
Ordinary theft 52 51 52 53

For all kinds of important cri:ne taken together the percentage was
35 as compared with 26 in 1925. For all classes of crime exept
nuisinces and oifences under the preventive law ana sg-:aal and focad
laves, the percentage of cases eading in conviction t0 cases inves™ga-
ted by the police increased from 48 to 52. Beiter work -in the.
preparatiou of crses and in prosecution was indicated iy the: fact that:
84 per cent. of the cases sent up for trid were sncoresful.  The namber
of true cases disposed of by the police was 32,130. of which 22336
remained undetected. Scven per cenl. of the cases reported were rofosed
investigation 3 of those investigated no less than 4,306 were declared to:
befalse. The aumber of cattle reported to have been stolen was 6,117,
and 3,419 head were cecuvered.  The total value of property stoben, in
which term is included property taken by rodbers and dacoits and
property lost by criminal breach of trust, etc., was Rs. 29'{4 lakhs, of
which property valued at Rs, S'98 lakiis was recovered. in 1925 the
corresponding amounts were Rs. 33'14 lakhs and Rs. 644 lakhe  The
number of persons arrested by the pulice for cogaimmble offengcs was
68311, of whom 63,293 were tried and 40,983 convicted. Sevea
hundred and seventy-four persons were evading arreg at the ead of the:
Year. There were 44 escapes from pwlice custody agninet 82 in the
previous year.  Five were from Milituy Police custody, and 6 from
hospitals. Thiriy-three escaped prisoners were recaptured. A wost
hopeful sign was the increasing co-operation on the part of headmven
and villagers with the police, and the large number of cascs in which
abrave resistance to dicoities was put up by villagers, more particolarly
n Lower Burma. Villagers were respoasible for killing 7 and capturing
34 dacoits. In this. they were eucouraged by the policy. of issuing: Gre-
arms for village defence ; the privilege of possession was seldom abmsed.
Thc Police Advisory Cuaunitices constituted in aimoat every disteict at
the end of 1925 did much to inprove the relations of the police and the
public and to help in the suppression of crime, and many of the Village-



Impprtant Incidents:  .nd the other a Muslim, produced a
amount of ill-feeling between their respective communities in Rangoon ;
htuhﬁonnwe::cznidlyrmdtotheirlmmcrhammndithbn
joint appeal is by the leaders on both sides. Burmese political
agitators for the most part kept within the law, but attempts were made
in the Meiktila and Tharrawaddy Districts to induce the people torefuse
to pay taxes, and action had to be taken against the ringleaders. There
were several strikes, but the only one of was that which
occurred in the oilfields in Febiuary 1926 and lasted seven weeks. The
reason appears to have been 3 misunderstanding in regard to a new system
of paying wages. Seven thousand labourers were affected, and property
to the value of Rs. 72,000 was destroyed by incendiarism. The strike
eventually collapsed. There were several cases in which police officers

case was thatin which the villagers were led in pursuit of armed

dacoits by a history-sheet criminal, and succeeded in shooting the

leader, with the result that the others were subsequently arrested. In

another case the wife and daughter of the house-owner distinguished
in repelling the attack of 2 gang of dacoits, ‘

39. The number of prosecutions under the Excise and Opium Acts
. Continued to increase. The Excise Department
Offences under Special u‘a;a:ef‘l‘?gble for 3,501 out of the 5.6290*_@%

) . un xcise Act, In 94 cend.
mgealt with convictions were obtained, Under the Act there
m’ 1713 cases, and convictions were obtained in 92 per cent.  Greater
vity against ™ smugglers was shown in the Myitkyina and Bhamo
wbistrich and in Northern Shan States, but a lucrative trade in opium
carried on through the Southern Shan States into Buiiue Proper.
was evidence that dacoits and other notorious criminals were
as armed guards to parties of smugglers. Three hundred and




of

seventy-two persons were coovicted under the preventive proviskms
the ogm law, which proved an increasingly oseful weapon agalnst
habitual smugdlers. The number of cases daalt with under the Gasbd-
ling Act (2,831) showed little change from the greviom year, u;..;:.:
Mandalay Districts showed most activity, with over 200 cases each.

was a freat increase in prosecutions under the mmt.ive section, sod
245 persons were placed on security. Prosecutions und:< the Arms Act
pombered 845 as compared with 852 in 1925, and the pcnemtage of
convictions was 90. Comparatively few of the offences rcidted to

fire-arms.

40. There was a slight increase to 38,829 in the number of troe
aoocosnizable Cases,  CORDizable cascs dealt with. As
majority fell under special and locgl aws,
cspecially under the Motor Vehicle. Act and the rules therermder.
This is the natural result of the improvement of roads and thegrowth
motor trafic. There was a further decrease of 15 cases of rioting and
unlawful assembly, reflecting the calmer political coeditions.

2

41. The most importn:t feature of th;l -m;msm’d tbcm. st crime ‘:u
the vigorous employment prevetive law,
P e’ The number of persons dealt with undes sections
109 and 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code
was 3,341, or more than double the number for the prrvians year.
these 2,889, or 86 fer cent., were placed on security. ‘There were 928
prosecutions under the Habitual Offenders Restriction Act, a..d 871 per-
sons were restricted to either their own or other villages The mumber of
persons prosecuted for breaches of orders restricting their movements
rose from 786 to 1,070. The Foreigners Act was wed against Chinese”
organisers of crime and smugglers in certain districts The resuits of
Lis energetic action were revealed in the considerable decrease in
important crime which has already been related. In exercise of the
powars given to it by the Criminal Tribes Act, 1924, the Local Govern-
mentopened a reformatory settlement at Paukkaung in the Prome
District for the reception of dangerous organisers of crime. Seven
criminal tribes, comprising 438 persons, w ere notified under the Act, and
the leaders were sent to the settlement. Each restricted criminal
was given a house and land to cultivate, and preparations were made
to start sericulture.

The surveillance staff. which had heen found inadequate to watch the
movements of all known and suspected criminals of impartance, was
tncreased by 60 Sub-Inspectors, S Head Coostables and 136 Constablew.

¢ Ciithinals conceiined were divided into two classes ; class A ”?
included restrictcd criminals, conditionaily released prisouers, and per-
s0ons on security, and class “ B suspected dangerous criminals and
organisers of serious crime. The lists were revised. and at the end of
the year there were 8,286 ** A’ class criminals and 9,519 “B” class, whoat
the increased surveillance staff wat able to keep under closer control

n in recent years. The largest number of surveillance cririnals was

found jn Prome District, where there were 1,592, Tharrawaddy and
each had over a thotsand. The number of proclaimed offenders
athirgeat the end of the year 1926 was 1,465, a few less than at the end
of the previous year, = Little help in the arrest of absconders was gived
by the public, and the subordinste police themselves appeared to lose

Q



42, Slightly more un.ml'l:geo! plmitl:’e police " cases o\:ﬁ
villagers had conspired to suppress
P . harboured absconding criminals. Four punitive

during the vear at villages in the Pegn,
M;Wlﬂdnﬁmm Districts. :

%

considerably, but the number of other departmental punishments
awarded showed little chauge. A little progress was made with the

quatieis, bul Ui housinmg of the foiue geucrally remained

The Railway Police were in charge of 1,828 miles of the line. The
number of true cases of cognizable crime disposed of rose by some 800
t0 5,446, but the increase was practically confined to cases of public
nuisances. There was a decrease in thefts from Joods waggons, but aa
unusual increase of 36 per cent, in thefts from running passenger traink
Ttie fotal number of ordinary thefts declined. The percentage of a8
classes of crime ending in conviction wis 6304, against 64 in the
Previous year ; the percentage for the more impartant clagees of crime
a decided improvement, There were two murders, one dacoit¥s

robberies and sixteen attempts to wreck trains. In one of the
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v cases two school boys of 17.and 19 years of age robbed a third,
::::L{g.mbbe‘:l him with a pocket knife, and threw him oot of the .
carriage window. The leader of the two : 7
ported for life. A“m::l‘ tg‘ wreck (mnls were ‘:atly hnd-“:

ilw: sloyees or mischievous cowherds, proved very hard

ﬂ;:y c’?‘l?cogurvcilhnce work of the Railway Police and h tracing of
absconders received insufficient attention.

i
i
i
J

44, There was a further reduction of 200 in the sanciioeed strength
: of the Bunma Military DPolice, but the actuml

Milisary: Patice. strength at the end of the year
slightly to 10,033 of all ranks, including 36 British Officers.  Owing o
demands for Karens for patrol duties half a company of Kasens was
substituted for a corresponding number of Garhwalis. U
were sent to India and enlisted 449 Sikhs, 225 Gurkhas, 179
Mobammedans, 14 Dogras and 270 other castes.  Most of the recruits,
particulacly the Punjabi Moha s and the Gurkhas, were of 2 good
type.  Of the indigenous races of 210 Karens, 57 Kachins and 21
Chins were recruited, as well as 50 resident Gurkhas. A pew post of 25
men, with a reserve of 16 Mounled Infantry, was established at the
Paunk iung Reformatory Settiecment. The open season post at Kawngma
was re-established, us it had beea found useful in preventing raids on
that part of the Chinese frontier.

The duties that fell on the Military Police during the year were heavy
and varicd. Two British Officers and 333 other ranks were sent to the
cilficlds during the strike there. A small force was et for sexvice in
the Andaman Islands, from which gratifying reports of its condect and
efficicncy were received. The m uﬁyﬂ&ﬂk&ﬂyﬂﬂk
qukI:iim'olval the o;;rom?on l::g escorts for 3i = m:mﬂs
and labour camps, often for periods.  In November the agilation
in Meiktila District against the payment of land revenne resulied ina

force of 150 Military Policeha'#mdatthedhpuﬂd the Deputy
Comiiisaioner. The column of 150 rifles sent with the Hnl-ﬂfz
Expedition at the end of 1925 retarned in April without any
incident.  In the open season of 1926-27 a force of 300 men was
despatched to the * Triangle ” in connection with the release of slaves,
and 89 men with sigeallers went with the Naga Hills expe on a
mission to put down the practice of human sacrifice. has
been made in paragraph 8 to the results of these cxpeditions. Patrols
were also supplied for the Yiinnanese froatier and other parts of the
provinge.
. Thecost of the Military Police chargeable to provincial reveaves was
R< 6482 fakhe ae compared with Rs. 57°47 lakhs in the previous year.
.'l'hcmcreue was partly due to the transfer of certun charges [ivia
Central to Provincial funds, -partly to a revision of the pay of British
Officers and o recruitment in excess of the sancti sirength. Ia
addition a sum of Rs. 2'89 lakhs was paid from Central rey The
bealth of the force was less satisfactory than in the previous year. One
bundred and five men died, and 470 were invahded. The number sent
on sick leave and the number admitted to hospitals rose from 192 to
202 and from 7,050 to 8,180 respectively. Malarial feves continued to
be the principal canse of sickness, in spite of precautionary

re was an increase of 22 in the number of desciiivas, Tuol of the
total of 96, 60 were Karens. The recruiting of Karens was om an
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uvousually large scale, and experience showsthat this clsss suifers maxch
. from homezickness in the first few months of service. A oumber of

Gurkhas absented themselves atthe end of their furlough. The condmt
of the force as shown by the number of punishments inflicted waz aho
less satisfactory. Eight Indian Officers and 861 other mnks were
punished departmentally, and 73 other ranks were pumished jndi::
during the year. His Excellency the Commaiicr-in-Chief in I
visited several battalions and detaclitnents and expres:~d his mtisfae.
tion with the efficiency of al) ranks. The annual muskets? coune was
fired by 7,498 trained men, with much improved resuits, and 1,131
recruits were put through the recruits’ course. Several non-commis-
sioned officers underwent courses in signalling at Poena, in pbyscad
training at Ainbala, and instruction in signalling, mus y and physacal
training was also given in Burma. Mounted lnfantry Laiming was much
interrupted by calls for patrols a.xl other purpases.

45. The sapnctioned sul-length o{o‘ttl;'e Rango%nz Toxa SP?!ice (orc:
angdd Police.  the end e year 1925 was toperial
2 o 3 Provincial gazetted officers, 128 non-gzetind
officers and 1,360 men. The actual strength was less than the
sancuioned strength by 1 gazetted officer, 3 non-gazetted officas aad
45 men. Sanction was granted to a temyorary increase of 40 constabls
to patrol the centra! part of the town during business hours for the
better protection of messengers and others who are required to carry
about large svms of monev. The cost of the forcc was Rs. 12746 lukha,
the increase of Rs. 49 lakh being ditc to the entertainment of additional
staff. Three officers and 39 men were removed or dismissed during the
year, as compared with 53 menin 1925. Two cfhicers and S men weve
removed or dismissed on conviction by Magistrates. The remom! of
14 others was due to inccmpetence. Rewards were granted to 226
officers and 643 men. The conduct and discipline of the force were
satisfactory. A reduction in the number of resignations followed the
improvement of pay and conditions resulting from the recommendations
of the Police Enquiry Committee. Thirteen men, the same number 28
in the previous year, deserted, ten of whem failed to return frem laave.
The percentages of deaths and of admissions to hospital were lower
than in 1925. There was no difficulty in obbining recruits.
orders on the proposals for the reorganization of the Port Police bad
not been gassed atthe cnd of the year.

The separation of Crime and Order work resulted in better co-
ordinstion not only within Rangoon Town, tut between the town and
the surrcunding districts. There was a further decrease in all classcs
0{ Cognicdlie wime livin the pead icaclied in 3922, Esxcludiog “"‘

class of nuisances and offences against syccial and local laws, the Police
dealt with 2,012 true cognizable cases, or 207 less than in the preccding

year. Murders, a class of crime which has shown notable rexistan®
all over Burma to the efiorts made to reduce it, increased by 11 to 26,
but hurt cases decreased. A particularly brutal murder was that ofa
Eurgpean gentleman and an Anglo-Indian lady, which occurred 3““"
outside R ngoon and gave rise to many romours. There were 5 dacoit}ﬂ-
against three in the pre- lous year, and two important robberics,

our. Efficient patrolling and the rounding rp of penmof targlars
Teduced the number of burglaries by 112 to 291, There was a slight
decrease in thefts. Of the true cases investigated 59 per cowl. ended
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in conviction, and 88 per cenl. of the persons tried were

Slightly more than Rs. 4 lakhs worth of property was involved fn thefts,
criminal breach of trust and similar offences, and 19 por coml. of the
amount lost was recovered. The pawnshop police staff broaght to
light 183 cascs which ended in conviction. The number of proseastious
by the Police under the Excise and Opium Acts, and the guantitics of
contraband scized, showed a consideratle falin: off ; and though this
state of affairs was greatly due to the activity displased in the prevoras
vear, it was thought advisable to take steps to secure bedlcr co-operation
with the Excise Deputment. Twenty four important and successiol -
raids were made on gambling dens, but considerable difficuity was

foundin coming to grips with the organicers of lotteries and other
forms of gambling. Action under the Suppression of Brothels Act was

taken against 114 persons, over 200 less than in 1925. Open solicitiog

was reported to be much less common than before the passing of the

Act. There were fewer prosecutions alsofor bad livelihood. One handred

and sixtystwo persons, all but three of whom were Chinese, ware

deported under the Forcigners Act, and thirteen Indiun oriminals were

cxpelled under the Expulsion of Offenders Act. There were 26,600

cases of non-cognizable crime, an increase of 2,896 on the figures for the

pic. s year.  Offences under the Hackney Carmiages Act, the Rangoon

Police Act, the. Municipal Act and the Motor Vehicles Act acoounted

tor the Lulk of these. The work of the Trafhic Police was

heavier by the considerable growth of motor traffic, including motor

buses ancl lorries.  But the percentage of the population killed in street

accidents in the hve years 1922.26 was only half as hirh in Rangoon as

in Bewbay. and about one-third as high as in Calcutta. A disterbing

feature of crime in Rangoon which has engaged the attention f the

Lacal Gavernment has been the increasing part taben in it in recent

years by youuy boys, 108 of whom were coovicted during the year

under report.

46. There was a steady improvement in the political atmosphere, and
Titenlihdt village headmen generally cncuuntard less
stratian. o oposition in  the discharge of their dutiex.
The increased touring of district officers in puraance of the intensive
campaign against crime brought headmen into claser toach with the
centres of administration and in many caaess put new heart into them.
Village Committees worked satisfactorily on the whole, and iheir jodicial
work was not withont merit. More use might be made of these
committees in dealing with petty cnminal and civil offencexs.  1n the
Pegu and lq?waddy Divisions one committee in three enjoyed special
criminal or Civil pewers, but in ather divizions the proportion was lowee
and in the Mandalay Division amounted to only one in 13. laitue
progress was madein the delegation of powers under the Rura) Scif-
Government Act by the Circle Boards to the Village Committees, but
this was mainly because want of funds prevented the District Councils
In their turn from delegating powers to the Circle Boasds.
The amalgamation of village tracts reduced the number of
drawing commission on revenue collections from 13.223 to l},Obi. and
the average commission rose toRs, 211. The highest district average
fRR_- 311) was in Shwehn, and the lowest (Rs. 90) in Katha. Fines
Inflicted by village headmen and committees rose troa Ka, 73 Likh to
Rs. I'08 lakhs. The number of headmen rewarded increased from 1,861
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vital statistics gave reasonable satisfaction except in the Sagaing Division
and the Kyaukpyu District Excise work, as usual, was poor, and the
sanitation of \'l:rlm left room for improvement. Forty-eight village
tracts were fined, as against 38 in the previous vear, and the aggregate
fines imposed increased to Rs. 13,834,

47. There was an increase from 1.229 m-a:l,m in tic number of
persons killed by wild aamais and snakes, but

Wild Animaisand Snakes. 1. total for 1926 was not so high as those for
1923 and 1924. Tigers killed 35 persons, elephants 12, leopards and
panthers 5 and crocodiles 6 ; while snakes were less
than 1,296 deaths, or more than the lotal fatalities for 1925. One person
in the Bassein District was killel by a shark. The total amoun® of
vewards paid for the destruction of wild animals was Rs. 50,775 against
Rs. 74,002 in the previous year. No rewards are paid for snakes The

animals killed included 447 tigers, 1,321 lcopards and panthers, 1,402
bears and 275 wild dogs.

wn

’ which has been so prominent a feature of recent
s o ; years was eased by the transter to the Disunct
Magistrate, Rangoon, of a large class of cases of minor gravity. Six
Criminal Sessions were held, and 37 cases were disposed of, with an
average duration of 55 days. In 1925, 111 cases were dealt with, and
the average duration was 60 days. Out of 71 persons under trial 36
were convicted, against 95 out of 175 in the previous year. The
percentage of convictions fell from 58 to 54. There were 22 cases of
murder and culpable homicide, against 24 in the year 1925, and five
persons, the same number as in 1925, were sentenced to death.  Robbery
and dacmnlgwcam wa\lmhued 10, as compared with 22 in the preceding
year. appeals against acquittals, affecting 76 persons, were
preferred by the Local Government ; twenty-nine were decided, and
ended in the conviction of 31 persons. Appeals against the acquittal of
11 persons were unsuccessful ; the remainder were pending at the close
of the year. The appeals of 2,564 persons against their convictions came
before the High Court. Thosc of 1,147 were rejected summarily, and
the sentences of 429 persons were altered or reversed. The percentage
of confirmation was 80. The number of revision cases di of was
elightly higher at 3,709, aud the aveiane duralion «i MandSay was 17
days, and at Rangoon 32 days. Eighty-four per ceal. of the persons
cancerned had their sentences confirmed or enhanced. Oue application
for special leave to appeal was made to the Privy Council, but was

49. The number of Swioxt;slt%h concluded by the Courts of Session
Sessions Courts. rose to 1,277, against 1 in the preceding year-
-decrease O“‘Yinﬁ_'e&ﬁon;mdiﬁdomm&m!
um:nl &h‘ﬁmmugmi the mont honvily e-mh:it:‘;lg

uere Agwe-Minbu wi committals and Amkan
“There was a further large increase in the number o° witnesses examined:
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hich mounted to 16,288. I spite of these facts the duration of Sess.ons
(v:-::lshdroppcd from 43 to 35 days, and the number of cases pendiog at
the end of the vcar was only 68, Sentences of death were passed in
199 cases, which with those pending from the previous year invoived
219 persons. The High Court confirmed 151 of these death seatences,
reduced 46 and acquitted 28 persons  One hundred and :eralty-&fw
persons were sentenced by Sessions Courts to tr.sportation or penal
servitucle. The percentage of persons convicted to jxswons uiodrone
to 68. In the Thatén Division 92 per cent. were conviclc:t. but in the
Tharrawadd? Ihvision 54 out of 8 perrons weie acguitted and in
Mandalay 38 outof 70. There were 11,098 appeals to Courts of Sessions
for disposal, and 2.700 sentences were reversed or otherwise altered.
The percentage of confirmation on appeal rose to 71, which wus taken
as evidence of a higher standard of work amoog ‘he subordisate
magistrazy. The number of arneals was higbest in Bassein, Magwe,
Pcin and Myaungmya. The average duralion was 13 days, or ose day
more than in the preceding vear. The cases of 19,346 pamons were
taken up in revision, and sentences were reversed in 16 cases, while 389
were submitted to the High Court for reversal or altecation,

0 In October fifteen new appointments of whole-time additoual
e BN+ magistrates were sanclioned, and these with
. A other increases brooght up the number of
magistrates to 775, or 50 more than at the end of 1925. There were 39
District Mayistrates, 1S Additional District Magistrates, 259 magistrates
with first class powers, and 201 second class magisiiates. Tbhe numbers
of first class magistrates was still considered too small in view of the
continual growth of serions crime i recent years, although in Septeaber
the Hon'ble Judges were compelled, as an emeygency measure, toconfer
first class powers more freely than would have been done in normal
times. District and Additional District Magistrates disposed of 1.149
canus, as against 807 in the previous year. The bunlk of this work was
done by Additional District Magistrates ; owing to the special measures
taken to combat crime it is becoming unusual for District Magistrates to
take any' considerable part in original criminal work. Three thous=nd
seven hundred and sixty-nine appeals were disposed of in Dwtrict
Mayistrates’ Courts, and the percentage of appellants whose sentences
were confirmed was 58. District Magistrates dispased of 16,519 cases
in revision, bat found it necessrry to interfere in only 1,219 cases.  Thexe
were 125 magistrates, excluding District and Additiona! District Magis-
tratcs, cxcrcisil:’g spccial powers, but many of then were executive
ofticers who had liitle time to spare for criminal work, and the shortage
of special power magistrates, whose function is to try the bulk of the
serious crime of the province, caused much inconvewianc., Thc number
of cases in which they exercised their special powers was 3,137, approxi-
mately the same as in 1925. There were 126 Benches of Honorasry
Magistrates, and three llonorury Magistrates sat singly. Betwearn them
the Honorary Magistrates tried 42,432 cases, over 3,000 more thao in the
previous year, and more than onesthird of the criminal cases decided in
the whole province.

S1. The number of{oﬁeneel ngoded h::l ﬁs't: Com‘tm ﬁb‘a mwb‘:
nereage, sid reached 134.109, i

ClsabusrothaCouth o record.  The increas moce 1922 was

approximately 24.000. Some comsolation is to be derived from the (acts



district magistrates,
one longer than in 1925, The increase in the number of offences
! brought to trial natorally afiected the number of cases pending at the end
f the year, which rose by 1,200 to 8,051. There were large pending
files at Rangoon, Pegu and Mandalay.

53, Over a thousand persons were under trial for muarder and
culpable homicide, but the Courts were reluctant

. to inflict the death penaity, and only 156 sentences

of death were passed. One hundred and thirty-six executions were
actually carried out. When it is retlected that out of 864 true cases of
murder occurring during the year convictions were obtained only in 266
and that executions were only half as many, it will be seen that the odds
are strongly in favour of any given murderer escaping with his life.
Nevertheless the proportion of executions to the number of tree casesof
murder has shown a marked increase since 1922, when the fijures

detained in a Reformatory was only 16 against 29 in the previous year:
and the Hon'ble Judges were led to remark that magistrates did
make adequate use of their powers under the Act.

Prisons.

54. Inclusive of hospitals and observation cells, there was
Accommogation accommodation for 10 761 prisoners of 21l classes.
against 18,980 in 1925, There was a slight increase

at Ma-ubin ; the remainder of the increase was due to the erection of

-1
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sheds at Tharrawaddy and to the progress made in the
ruction of that Jail, '

numbers remaining at mehqunha of &n (17
55, 8 rreccinddnrllgtheym' 918), dis

Priscners. all causes (49,397) and remaining at the close of the
,wus.QSS)alleweededthemfmthmiﬁ- “The daily
average for the year was 19,267, or an increase of 2000 over the
average for 1925, The year cpened with 16,675 convicls »qainst 16,144
m 1925, and 23,525 convicts were recehved dxn‘.-.vq, the year. Of the
pumber discharged 2,095 were released on appeal, 7,971 on expiry of
seatence, 9,397 under remission rules, 15 on account of sickness, 184
on the recommendations of the Central ising Board, 2,848 for work
on various ticket-of-leave schemes under the Public Works Department,
71 were transferred to the Andamans as volunteers, 21 were seat to the
Rungoon Mental Hospital, 2 escaped, 136 were exccuted and 260 died.
The convict population stood at 17,052 at the close of the The
daily average number of convicts rose from 16,139 in 1925 to 17,973,
and there would have been a further rise, if the ti
had not come into force. Of the total admissions of convicts 8536
En uf. were Buddhists, 482 por ceni. Mahomedans, 469 per

dus, 0°50 per cent. Christians and 463 per cent. to
denominations. One hundred and nine were under sixteen years of
age ; 939 were between 16 and 18 years of age ; 3,022 between 19 and 21
9,577 between 22 and 30 ; 5,912 between 31 and 40 ; 3,671 between 4
and 60 ; and 295 were above 60 years of age. All *hese categories
showed an increased number of admissions ; the greatest increase (1,743)
occuired between the ages of 22 and 30. The perceatage of comvicls
able to read and write was 7278 ; 362 por cent.
and 2360 per cenl. were illiterate, Except for a siriking increase of
2117 in the number of agriculturalists, the statistics do mot show any
marked difference in the classification of convicts according to their
previous occupations. The percentage of convicts sentenced to simple
imprisonment and that of convicts sentenced to rigorous imprisonment
remained practically the same. The number of convicts sentenced to
rigorous imprisonment with solitary confinement and the mumber who
were awarded whipping in combination with rigorous impriscament fell
from 431 and 61 respectively, to 392 and 50. Two hundred
were sentenced to death, 166 lo transportation

for
mmﬁmlwammemﬂnghlﬁhl being 162,
124 uud 26.  Habitual off numbered or 3527 per ceul. of the
the
fact that the percentage of recidivism in Burma in relation to offences
mnder Chapters XI1, XVI._XVl!l_ﬂi XVII] of the Indian Penal Code

was lwice as great for habitual offenders as for casuals. About 40 fer
ﬂl.dthewm:nd -lSk_rcd.dthemhM

is
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to
Diosigtes 14.870. The Criminai Courts deait wiks 35 of
these against 54 in the previous year. Several factors combimed %o



prospect of reicase for emple on ticket-of-leave. While all other
MManMMmamwmb

assaults, mutiny and escape actually increased slightly in proportion 1o
i hed € werd S NI » e s T
assaults, 6 were escapes. At g0 A oing a life
sentence struck another with a picce of wor! and killed him.
assailant received a sentence of 10 years' g imprisonment.
At the same jail a convict killed anolber by dni a chisel into the
skull ; for this he got seven ' rigorous imprisonment. At Moulmein
a convict hit another on head with a mallet for refusing t~ et him
fo to hospital. The victim died and the Court awarded the ssailant
an additional term of seven vears. A fatal a-sault took phace at Inscin
towards the close of the year, in which the foreman of the Yoot Factory
was killed by three prisoners and the manager also received injries
The assailanis were tried and ali three of them were sentenced to trans-
portation for life. Twelve escapes occurred during the yean, of which one
was from inside the jail at Ma-ubin. Ten of these as well astwo
of those who cscaped in 1925, were recaptured doring the year. Shack
supervision and over-confidence in the prisoners were largely responsible
for the escapes. The number of di i floggings was reduced to
half that of the previous year. The average number of habituals
rose from 7,137 in 1925 to 8,070. 'They accounted for 23 out of the 35
offences dealt with by Courts and for 24 of the 40 disciplinar) " ippings
But of the total decrease of 2,554 in the number of jail offiences, halituals
were responsible for no less than 2,274 ; so that their conduct may be
regarded as satisfactory on the whole. Convict officers employed
doring the year numbered 3,264 against 2,999 in 1925 : the number of
punishments awarded them showed a decline of 783 compared with the
previous year,

57. The total expenditure for the year amounted to Rs. 27704 lakhs
o or Rs. 1'80 lakhs more than in the previous year.
The total cost per head of and maintainiag
g:gmm.mwm:-umhm There wasan
of Rs. 25,000 under cost of establishment, due to the payment of
increments earned by the jailor and warder staff as a whole, the emplovment
of Burman warders at the Tharrawaddy and Mandalay Jails as an cxperi-
mental measure, the appointment of teachers at Rangoon, Mandalkay,
Myingyan, Bassein and Thayetmyo, for the schools attached to those
Jails, mdlhee:éemﬁna? of additional staff for the 'l“lllrraumd:ﬂlﬂ
under construction. expenditure on  distary charges showed an
increase of Rs.' 73,000 over last year's figare, owing to the increased
tion that had to be fed. The average cost per head, bowever,
from Rs. 44-12.10 in 1925-26 to Rs. 44-2.10 in the year under
review. Clothing and bedding of prisoners cost Re 192 likhs
compared with Rs, 149 lfakhs in the previous year. The increase was
chiefly due to the increase of population and to the supply of bedding'
:ttlmdothmg to thcﬁcheth;icave prisoners sent out tonrioufedm{r::

;l'ovlm'e. M movin mm&"m

Rs. 64,000 to Rs. 79,000. ’

Other head. s of expeénditure showed slight increases which were
enavoidable in view of the increase in mhlt‘iax. The Jail dairics were

¥
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‘orked at a profit of Rs. '6.423 against Rs. 8,387 in the 'previous yéic.
:ftcr meeting prison requirements vaived at Re. 88.6!1,00@;-&6 with
Rs. 99,571 in the previous year, sorplus garden produce sold totheﬁ
realizec! Rs. 12,102. The jails at Rangoou, Tharrawaddy, and
purchased veldetables to the value of Rs. 6,218, the outhwn of Gele
gardens not being sufficient for prison consumption. The cimsed
value of paddy., dal and condiments raised by prison sSour wad
Rs. 60.649 against Rs. 56,884 in the previous year. The tol:! cash
earnings for the year amounted to Rs. 2°27 lakhs against Rs. 2°08 laxis
in 1925, showing an increase of Rs. ‘191akh. The vaiue of convict labour
and manufactured articles supplied to the Public Works Departaent sad
other Government Departments was Rs. "18 Inkh and Rs. 1'59 lakbs
respectivelv as compared with Rs. '16 lakh and Rs. 144 lakbs in the
previous year.  Towards the close of the year sanction was accorded to
the apportment of a Supervisor of Jail Ji.dostries, and it is hoped that
by a carcful rc-organization of the industries considerable benefit wifl
accrue 1o the State. A lextile expert was also engagedto re-ongzmise
the weaving industry in the jails. The pet eamings per primnner
sentenced to labour decreased slightly to Rs. 14-6-4.

SR, The incidence of illness remained practically the same as in 1925.
viiah The death-rate per mille, however, increased from
10030 to 14'S8, a figure which has not been
surpassetd since 1922, Central Jails with a dailv average population of
13319 accounted tor 165 deaths. Tharrawaddy returned the 'swest
death rate (2'92) and Insein the highest (19°78). District Jails gave a
total of 116 deaths; the Kyaukpyu Jail retemed the highes: death-rate
6767). At four jails, wz., Sandoway, Paungde, Tavoy, and Meiktila, theve
were nodeaths.  Fourteen of the deaths were due to assznits, 1
etc., 6 dicd of cholera and 1 of plagne. Of the 281 prisaners who die
138 wuie habituals, 125 casuals, and i8 under-tmals. At the time of
admission to jail, 94 were in good health, 28 in bad health, and 159 in
indifierent health. Ome hundred and sixty-five were over 16 bat ander
40 years of age ; 97 were between 40 and 60 years, and 19 over 60
years of agte, Fourteen prisoners died within a week. another 14 withio
two weeks. 7 within three weeks. and 13 within four weeks, Of the total
number admitted to jails 2,269 or 965 per cent. were addicted to opiam.
Of the priscners discharged during the year, 58'92 per cent. gained weight ;
28 33 per cent. remained stationary and 1234 lost weight. The special
tuberculir ward at Myingyan received 43 patients. In all 60 were
treated at this ward, of whou 10 were discharyred cured, 21 discharged
otherwise, 7 died. and 22 remained at the end of the vear. The year
under review was entirely free from Beri-beri.  On the advice of Colonel
MacCirrison, C.LLE., M.D., 1.M.S., a succesdul dietary experiment was
cenducted at Pagan. where Beri-beri had been prevalent since 1919, and
the disease was apparently stamped out.

59. At the Meiktila Juvenile Jail there were 117 convicts on the 1st
Miscelianogs January 1926 ; 136 were admitted, and 135 were
discharged, Icaving 118 at the close of the year.

0“13 32 punishments were awarded during the year. The total number
of juveniles under 18 years of age admitted to jails with semences od
one year or more was $32 agninst 335 in 1925. Five schools, intended
primarily for men under 25 years of age, were established as an

4
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. of the work turned out was good, and tha‘q was very litthe crimo
gﬁl;? |g£|d. . The indications were, 30 (ar as could be judged at such an
carly stage, that the majority of the men relcased were making a srioas
effort to earn an honext living. : : :

An investigation was undertaken into the comparative criminality and
severity of Punishment between the various provinces of lndia and
Burwa, It appeared that whereas in India 626 pev:ons per million of
the population were adnutted into the jails, Burma gives %« high fgmwe
of 1,640. Under some of the main offences against the person Fndia had
g6 admissions per million. Burma 146. Under theft, India M
130 : Burma as many as 464. Under sobbery. India had 7 admissions,
Burma 47 : under dacoily India 15, Barma 25. House-breaking and
criminal trespass produced 16 admissions in India and 195 in Borom.
During 1901 the number of habituals admitted was 20 Acr cend. of the
total admissions : in 1911 it rose to 24 per cenl. ; in 1921 to 28 ;r cenl.
andin 1926 it was 35 per cent. The nuwaber of prisoners ander 21 admit-
ted to jail during 1925, per million of the population, works out to 57 for
Benyal, 96 for Bombay, 58 for Madras, 58 for the United Proviaces, 165
for the Punjab, 34 for the Central Provinces, 39 for Bibar aod Orissa, 41
for Assam and 268 for the North-West Province. The average for
india proper works out to 68 ; the Burma hgure is 283,

Civil Justice.

60. One temporary Judpe of the Bixh Court having been made
permanent, the number of Judgtes remaimed

JEaus. at eleven, one of whom was stationed at
Mazdalay. A second Judie was sent to Alandalay from time to time
toform a Bench. The District and Sessions Judge of Akyab was
gwen jurisdiction throughout the Aralan Division, and the Depaty
Commissioncrs. Kyvaukpyit and Sandoway Districts, who had previasly
been cr-officio Judges of their respective district courts, became
Additional Judges. The new arrangements were found t0 lead to
delay, and further changes were made after the close of the
Relief was given to the Township Oficers in severa) places by
appointment of separate Towmship Judges. A Township jodge
constituted for the Kyazukse, Myittha and Sagring Townshipe in the
Kvaukse District, and another for the Vau, Kin-u and Kanbaly Towe-
ships in the Shwebo District.  The civil jurisdiction in the Shwegym
and Kyaukkyi Townships of the Toungoo District and that in the Pagan
and Kvankpadawns Toanshipe of the Myingyan District, \were tranvferred
to two separate Township Judges. Two new Township Jjodges were
also sanctioned for the Tharrawaddy District. so that the charge of
Tharrawaddy might be separated from that of Letpadan, and that
Minhla might be separated from Gyobingauk and Zigon. The changes
mentioned left little more to be dune towards as comniete a separation
of executive and judicial functions as is possibie under present condiboas.
At the close of 1926 the Judicial Officers of the province comgrised 11
]udgea of the High Court, 28 District Judges, 16 Additional Dustnct
udges, S Small Cause Court Judges, 56 Subdivisinmal Tidare 4

Additional Subdivisional Judges, 132 Township Judges and 41 Additiona)
Township Judges.

-
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bl “The number of svits instituted in all Courts of the
San during 1926 wasé Jﬂ.wmh u
~ than in the previous vear; their

: i _but value
increased from Rs, 37018 lakhs to Rs. 461G lakhs. There were slign
increases in the number of suits filed in the Small Cause Court Rangoon
{10.140 against 10,002), District Courts (B05 against 754) and Subdivi.
sional Courts (3.375 against 3,296); but all other (.o:‘rtn sfovwed
mostly in suits for and moveable property of smaii t‘s‘m_ Suits
huﬁm&din?owm fell by nearly 5,000 to 36609 ; = Small
Cause Courts outside Rangoun by 1804 to 17842 [ uad milmii;,*

Pendin Pending
X the nﬂ at the
Courts. hruing o end of

1926. e vear
Rangoon Small Cause Court 1911 10372] 1360
District Confts .. 356 |
Subdisisional Courts ... £36 3621 1098
Township Courts 3770] 3aoe3 | 253
Small Cause Courts ovtside Rangaon 1000 | 18434 707

The average duration of contested saits in all Courts of the proviace
was 83 days, or four days icss than in 1925. All Courts, except Small
Cause Courts outside Rangoon, contributed v the reduction. The
ﬁgumddummththmd&em in brackets,
are:—Small Cause Court, Rangoon, 99 (142) ; m:mmmsx;
Subdivisional Courts, 129“32] Small Cause Courts, 45 (43) ; Township

Tl:'enmm of uted lower than at

pmportlon suits instit o population was
any time since 1919, when the rapid increase of litigition besan which
continued almost unbroken until 1924. The average value of suits in
1926, Rs. 670, was much higher than it bas ever been before.

62. The appellate work of District Courts continved to increase.
ﬂmn’ﬂeS!.ﬂJppealsto:&ml.dwhﬂ
Avooals, 4,376 were decided, leaving 778

about the same number as at the end of 1925. The m
lower courts were confirmied in neorly 62 por cemi. of the awcnh
disposed of —a sign thal the work of the subordicate judiciwr wae
improviug—and reversed in 26 per cenl. The number of miscellancous
appeals disposed of 1w District Courts was 527. The average duration



CIVIL JUSTICE-

of regular appeals was 68 days, agaiust 19 days in the previoes
gfn the latter figure was abnormal, and a truer compmrisos would

with the 64 days duration in 1929.

63, Six hundred and eight civil regular suits were lcd
Original Side of the High Court, and 713
The High Court disposed of against 632 in the prexeding
The pending file was thereby reduced to $48 suitc - The vatee of
continued toshow a steady increwe, and aggregaic:! Rs. 168)
one suit alone being valued at Rs. 50 lakhs. Thirty-two d¢r cenl.
suits disposed uf weic contested ; the duration, which wae
showed a considerable improvement. On the Agpellate Side
appeals wese disposed of, leaving 314 peading at the end of
against 193 in the previous year. The decisions of the orignal courts
werecontirmed in 63 per cent. of these appeals. There were 1.507
sccond appeals for hearing, of which 859 were decided. The duration
of first appeals in Ritdoon was 279 days, and that of secand appeass 218
davs : for Mandalay the corresponding figures were 178 and 132. The
number of applications for execution rose further to 618 ; 296 were
infructuous, and the amount realised by the rest was ondesr Rs. 8
lakhs. Insolvency applications increased by 59 to 278, bat ouly 160
we o deatt with,  The miscellancous work of the High Court incinded
32 applicauons ioi probate. 92 for letters of admiristcation, 22 aoder
die Registration of Business Names Act and 14 under the Guardiamns
and Wards Act.  Of 35 appeals to the Privy Council, six were dispomed
of. 3 were dismissed for default or (ailure to furnish security. and 5 were
pending at the close of the vear. excluding 10 cas~s desgatched o
Lomlon and 11 still under preparation in Rangoon.

64. The cadre of iudicial ofticers. which had been found inadevimate
for the work to be done, was greatly Sremithened
by the incrcase of the Burma Jodical
Service to 87 appointments, and of the Subordinate Judicial Senice
to 124, The vacancies were filled as quickly as possible, bat the
shortte of cxperienced judges cannot be entirely made up until
the newly recruited officers have been fully trained.  Bualdings
completed  for judicial oficers included court-bousex at Pyiamana,
Shwebo., Sagaing, Labutta and Nattalin. A large new building for the
Ranoon Courts, civil and criminal, was begun, as were the court-houses
at Bassein, Kyonpyaw. Prome, Sumprabum and Fort Hertz.  The total
recepts trom Courts, civil. criminal und revenue, arounted to Rs. 45'35
lakiis, and the expenditure, including the capital cost of buildings,
0 Rs. 6841 lakhs. At the end of the year there were 2,136 leyal
practitioners on the rolls of the High Count, including 406 advocates and
%6 third grade pleaders. The imminent closing down 0f U adaissiu
of third yrade pleaders and the decision to dispense with the pecliremary
educational yualitication resulted in an enormmous infuz of cardidares for
the examination.

i .
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General

Registration.
65. The Financial Commissioner continued to hold the office of
Genesai. Inspector-General of Registratran througbout

. tile year, A new Sub-Registration Ul was
opencd at Tazé in the Shwebo District. Section 35 of the Indian
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jon Act was amended 80 as $0 cuable any Sub-Registrar aotifed
by the Local Government to act as Registrar in respect of documents the

execution of which is denied. There was no other change of lmprtuxe
in the Act and Rules.

66, The total number of com rrCidrations  afiecting
Deeds Registered. immoveable propaty incremd by 7°S5 per amt.
to 119,711 and the valoe of the iictruments by
‘0'47 M@C"' tn Re. 20‘62 CTOTeS, U’m m m ~ M
propottionate increase in the number of compulsory registrations thas
Lower Burma, but the instruments were of smaller value. The cumbo
of instrurpents of mortgage registered in 1926 was 63.080, the highest on
record. Floods and bad harvests were sald to be respommible for
the increase, Instruments of gift of immoveable property, which, as bas .
been mentioned in previons years, are sometimes wsed by Burgum
Buoddhists as substitutes for wills, increased both in namber and valse
The number of such decds was 1,576 valned at Rs. 3064 Lkbs
Insttuments of sale of the value of Rs. 100 and upwarda numbodd
50,091, and were valued at Rs. 10 crores. The total number of optioaal
registrations affecting immoveable property rose by 16 to 965. There
was one peosecution. against il in the preceding year.

67. The tolal income for the year was Rs. 6°S1 lukhs, against Rs. 594

" Jakhs in 1925. The expenditure rose fri:

locame ond Expenditurs.  pe. 163 lakhs to Rs. 1'67 !ids, the ratic
of expenditure to income being 2570 per cemt as compared with 27°38

#r cenl in 1925, The net income inureased from Rs. 4731 Lkhs
to Rs. 484 lakhs.

Joint Stock Companies.

68. ‘I'wenty-six joint stock companies were registered during the
vear 192627, apninst seventeen in the preceding vear. The total
authorised capital of the companies registered, however. fell (o
Rs. 9690 lakhs to Rs. 81'28 lakhs. Four of the new companies were
connected with banking. Joans or insurance busincas, three were electne
fupply companies, .And three had (or their object the planting of tes.
coffee or rubber. Seven compuinics were wound np during the year-
Twoassociations not for profit were registered, bringing up the total to
21. Sixteen ccinpanies increased their capital, the aggreate increase of
paid-up capital being Rs. 29 Iakhs ; and three com®anies reduced ther
capital. ‘I'here were cight additions to the list of comgmnies

outside RBritish India. which nvmbered 180 at the end of the year
There was no prosecution under the Indian Companies Act.

Local Boards Administration.

69. The first vear in office of the newly-elected Mﬁ“‘mﬁ
witnessed no t changes in the inistra-
bismer lsend Civde tion. The Bizﬂr:.;a Rural Sclf GGovernment At

of 1921 empowers the District Courcils to
delegate powers and functions to the Circle Boarda, but mainly owing
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to lack of funds no eﬁﬂ:ﬁ" m has ,ﬂ M“ The Ciccle
Boards, which were intended to play an importent part in reral local
administration, have in effect been nothing more than colleges of electors
for the indirect election of District Councils. Still Jess bave the
committees been iven any share in rural self-government. To
Dese defects, therefore, the Loca) Goverrament formadated
for the assignment of powers and duties, togeii:er with definite sources
of revenne, to the Circle Boards ; and theae, with scvvral kindred pro-
pusals, were referred for the advice of the Local Gowz;:'meut Advisory
Board after the close of the ycar under review. ‘Tise audil reports oo
the District Funds were hardly more satisfactory than in the previom
year. Not only were there many ncrious defects in the emintrzmuce of
accounts. iind laxity of supervision leading to anbezxicrwty in scversd
distiicts, hut it was reported that when a case of fraud or loss of revemme
was brought to light the ufbcers of (he fund were loth to t-%e any
adequite action.  The causcs of these defects have been dmcod io
former reports. and ainong the questions referred to the Loa) Govan-
ment Advisory Bourd were those of inyeasing the effciacy of the
ofice «stablishments, and attracting the most intelligent and eocrpetic
men of each place as members of the local bodies. Scovwe District
Councils iz failed to spend in full the appropriatums sxade for the
maintenance of roads : others found their closing btalamres swollen by
unspent deposits  which the Public Worls Department was cbliged to
return Lecanse it had not the staff to carry out the works for which they
weie intencled.  Three District Councils had their own enginc. s : but
for the most part local bodiea had to rely on the ogency of the Pubdic
Works Department. which was fully occupied with 2 beavy programme
of proviacial works. To avoid the inconvenience of depositing fomds
which it may not he possible to spend, it was arraoged that in fetere
moncy should not be withdawn from the balances of District Funds
befoic it 15 actually: required.  Provincial contribmtians to District Pends
atam mercased. These contributions are detorTmicex) by the relative
poverty of the difierent funds, and are disharsed theowgh the heads of
the tour departments chictly concemed. oamnely, Edoation. Public
Health. Medical and Public Works. The Akyab District Cammcil
whose property had sutfered severely in the cyclowe of May 1926, was
given a special contribution for the reconstruction of schools, bospitats
and bazaars, as well as a loan of Rs. 60.000 free of inturest.  The tatter
was repuid. before the cud of the vear. Two hurdred and tweaty.six
new verpacular schools were upened in poor and backward Waabties
with aid from proviwial funas, in accordance with the prograweme of
expanision recommended by the Vermacular Education Coamittce of
1924 The total number of new achools opcned in the Grst tao years
of the quinquennium to which the programme relates was S00. The
scheme for Joint School Baards for municipal and rural areas found little
favour, and all but four of the District Councils preferred to have eopurate
boards for rural schools. The two Acts making the vaccination of
infants compulsory were cxtended to two 1noce districts, making 2 total
of 22 out of the 28 districts administered by District Councils The
lcreased number of neetings held by the Coancils, and the better
averule attendance thereat, showed that members took more iaterest
In local affaurs. ‘fhus naturally rezulted in hishes cxpencditare om
;szllnna allowance, which had been reduced in the two prereting
ars,
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3 between ordinary and cxpen.

diture widened ; receipts amounted to Rs 8584 lakhs, or over Re. 5
lakhs more than in the previous year, and expoictitare to Ry. 82°18 hakhs,
) a little less than Ra. 2 lakhs. The incsicnce of ion per
population rose from Re 16-15.4 to R 17-11.0. A sumof

il
g2

for new buildings declined to 1,074. The use of motor transport for
conservancy purposes was cxtended.

The possibility of drawing much-necded additional supy lies of water
from the Yunzalin River was explored Ly a firm of consulting engineers
engaged by the Local Government, but their report on the project had
not been received at the end of the year under review. The Hiawg
Lake and the Victoria Lake, from which water is obtained at present,
were kept in good order. A six-inch block main in the city was lowered
during the re-construction of 42nd Street, and two other mains were
relaid. In the hot weather of 1926 there was an outbreak of cholera m
the villages around the Hlawga Lake and it became necessary to chlori-
nate the water. The precautions taken were apparently effective, for
although the incidence of cholera in Rangoon was severer than in the
previous year. this was due rather (o an outbreak at Dalla, on the opposite
side of the river, than to any infection introduced from the Hiawga Lake.
The health of the city, generally speaking. was far from satisfactory.
The number of births in 1926 increased by nearly a thousand to 7313
and the number of deaths decreased slightly to 12,231 ; but the ratio of
infants who died in their first year rose from 26173 to 32039 per
thousand births. There was a severe outbreak of diarthaa and
dysentery in the rains, and the uumber of deaths from these diseases,
normally between 70 and 80 a month, rose in June to 220 and in Julv to
420. This fact, among other reasons, led the Local Government 10
appoint a committee to investigate public health conditions in Rangoon.
The outbreak was attributed in different quarters to the nlasue of thes,
Mwndumnu“mdﬂnwlymuol 1926 throughout the
province, to carriers and contacts, and to the pollution of the Hlwwa
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water-supply after heavy rain. The Committee, which reported at the
end of the year, considered that each of these factors played its part in
the epidemic, and made a number of estions regarding the improve
ment of housiny conditions, water- , disposal of rubbish and =ight
soil and other matters. Plague and small-pox werc much les svere
than in the previous year ; the former accounted for 257 deaths and the
tatter for 42, against 620 and 630 respectively in 1978, On the othey
hand, the number of deaths from ch increasext f:xm 60 to 149.
Bad housing conditions were the main cause of the 1,152 S:aths from
tubuicilosis.  The accommardation of the Cantagious Discases ifoapital
was less severely taxed than in 1925, and the percentage of recoveries
from such diseases as cholera and plague was most enoaraging.

The total number of vaccinations performed in the year ending
March 31st. 1927 was 85.320 against 82,579 in the previous year.
the total. 60.019 were primary vaccinations. The percentage of auccess
was98 38 in primary vaccinations and 42°36 in re-vaccinations. Mo
thatt halt the people vaccinated were passengers on incoming stcamers

The tire brigade attended 92 tires, which inflicted loss to the extent
of Rs, 1486 lakhs,  Extensive damige was done by a fire at Ahlooe,
where the faihne of the water-supply made the efforts of the fire brigade
almost o ocless,  An account of the Anances of the Corporation is
contained i paragtaph 145 below,

71. The number of municigilities, outsi e Rangoon, leynﬂ' ):l
§7. with a tota! membership of 807. Out
Ol Municimirem of this tot:al 636 were clected, 89 ~sopted, 79
osominated, and J appointed ev-officro.  Seventy-four of the members
were Goverumeot officials.  Out of 1,997 meetings held during the vear,
o6 were abortive for lack of a quorum, as compare with 32 out of 1.516
weetings in the previous year.  The constitution of the Insein Momcpal
Committee was revised and the Burmese community was given larger
remresentation. while the number of coopted members was reduced
from twe o wne.  The boundarics of the Natta in Municipality were
extended 50 as to include certain mills and houses which had previously
escaped municipal taxation ; and the old cantoninent at Thavetimyo was
wcluded in the municipality.

In forty municipalities and notified areas the streets were lighted
Ty electricity, but the important municipality of Bassein was still unable
to come to terms with the tocal supply company. The use of motor
transport for conserviincy purposes was extended. ~ Fifteen municipalities
emploved motor transport for day conservancy, and nine for algtht coa-
servancy, while two committees were considering further extensions of
the siwtem. The Provincia! Public Health Roard made arants to twelve
committees, five of which were in Upper Barma, for the improvement
of water supplies. No new driinage scheme was undertaben, and the

Al Jevel of sanitation remained low.  Only six municipalities had
fulltime health officers, and eleven denied themselves the advantae
of co-opting Government medical oficers as members of their committees.

inprovement can be expecte in sanilary conditions until cach

town hag 2 health officer with sufficient nowers,  The neylect of the
smﬂd\\'angyi municipati'y to deal adequately with an outbreak of
anm "POX made it neccssary to give emergency powers to the load
for o+ Of Government. ~ An epidemic of cholern was partly responsibde
arnse inthe death-rate in towns, while the infant mortaiity wate



change (rom the previous vear. On the 31st March, 1927, it amounted to
6,472, of whom 1,955 were European, and 4,517 indian or Burman. The
Auxiliary Force, India, contained 3,212 adults, of whom 935 were classi-
fied as efficient and 1,361 were reservists. There were also 75 cadets.

Marine

73. The RIMS. ;Clireh';wa;%‘the h:uon‘*n-d u the 3rd
Novem 1 w was wi Wh per-
s ¢ U™ anently by the Government of India  This
withdrawal entailed considerable difficulty @
carrying out light-house work. The Burma Government's trawlers
Lady Craddock ™ and " Arakan,” which had to be used in place of
the RIM.S. “ Clive,” are not suitable for tending the lights, owing to
their small size, their limited accommodation, the smallness of their
crews and the lack of suitable boats for conveying heavy stores. The
ditticulty was temporarily enhanced when, in February 1927, the BGS.
Lady Craddock " was lent to the Government of India to convey the
Advisory Light-house Engineet and his party on a tour of inspection of
the coast lights of India, Burma and Ceylon, a duty on which she was
slill employed al the close of the year under review. Another important
result of the withdrawal of the R.1.M. station ship was the cessation of
the monthly inspections which the light-houses and light-vessels used 10
receive from her Commanding Officer and Senior Engineer Officer,
of the visits of a medical officer. All the light-houses and ligght-
were maintained in an efficient condition during the year, and the health
of the light-keepers and of the crews of light-vessels was good. The
tion of converting tlic Green Island light into an unattended I
by installing the Aga automatic system of lighting was
pending the taking over by the Government of India of entire control d.
the light-houses on the Burma coast. Thenew light-vessel * Thibaw,
which relieved the ** Martaban” at the China Bakir station in September
1926, is fitted with an Aga automatic acetylene gas inghi visible
at 12 miles, and with a diaphone fog signalling The
installation of this powerfnl light put an end to complints

b
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insufficient of the approaches to th

ﬁfon. The new at Double Island m“w
the old building was dismantied. The light-vessel
stationed at Spit Shoal was found 1o be leaking badly and was brought
1o Rangoon for repairs. The condition of her hull, however, was found
1o be s0 bad that it was to withdraw her permanently from the
srvice on the arrival of new ~agel The total

iture on the Burma coast lights rose fraan Rs. 567 lakhs in 1925-
2 to Rs. 7°92 lakhs in the year of report. This Lo
tothe inclusion for the first time of the cosi of vesscls employed in:
tending the lights  Prior to April 1926, the cost of the light-
which was invariably a RLM. vessel, was borne by the R.ILM. esti-
mates, Receipts from coast light dues fell from Rs. 794 lakhs
Rs. 694 lakhs. The annual pro forma account of the Burma coast
fight dues showed a loss ¢f Rs. 2°35 lakhs on the year's working, against
alossof R« 43,050 in 1925.26.

MARINE. . ' 43
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4. The prosperity of the Port of Rangoon was well maintained,
ek though the volume of traffic declined a little from
inistration the high record of 1925.26. The number of
steamers entering the Port was 1,448, or 65 less
than in the previous vear ; and their tonnage decreased by "24 million
“tons 10 381 million tons. The number of sailing ships increased to 192.
Of the total number of steamers entering. 1 439 carried cargoes for
Rangoon. The sea-borne trade of Rangoon amounted to Gve million
tons, of which 172 million tons passed over the Port Commissioners’
“premises.  In addition the river-borme traffic handied amcunted to '§4
million tons and the rail-borne traffic to ‘61 million tons. The total
traffic. 318 mullion tons, was very little less than the “ record ™ figure
of the previous vear. The number of passengers landed at Rangoon
from seaports (338,529) showed a material increase ; the number of those
cmbarkiig (289.881) was slightly lower than in 1925-26, With a view
to checking thefts from cargo-boats, a system of lcensing tindals for
such boats was introduced at the beginning of 1927,

The ten-year programme of improvements (o the port, estimated to
cost three crores of rupees, was mentioned in the review for 1925.26.
The coal strike in England delayed the delivery of the steel-work
required tor the various schemes, and the construction of a passenger
depit was held up by the existence of casements on the site ; but in
Spite of these handicaps considerable progress was made., The recla-
mation of Y4 acres of land for the new import salt depdt at Parundaong
W eampteted, and the foreshare was protected by mattresses in prepa-
falion for revetment. A large proportion of the roads, suriace diains
and water mains required for a depdt for inland vessels traffic was
omplcted, and the foundations of various buildings there were laid.

ong the projects outside the teu-year programme, work on the recla-
Mation of King's Bank was advanced The foundation mattress work
o inished, and a large quantity of stone for the apron and the body
fi the wall was sunk.,  Sixteen acres of submerged land were acquired
or the training wall, Four sites were purchased for officers’ residences,
ad the construgtion of new offices for the Port Commissioners
Proceeded throughout the year. Some anxiety wis '

of the Chief Engineer of the Port Trust, calling attention to

ble effects on the harbour of the river-training operations

%e*‘!



Moulmein, Bassein, Akyab,

Kvaukpyu, Sandoway and Victoria Poin 3
together dealt with some 113 per cent. of the foreign trade of the
province during the vear under review, and with nearly 17 per cent. of
the trade with India, as well as with intra-provincial coasting trade.
The number of vessels of all kinds entering these minor ports during the
yvear was 2,573, with a total tonnage of 1,493,916 ; while 2,128 vesschs
with a total tonnage of 1,508,983 cleared.

77. Repeated vovages are taken into account in the statistics . 2 in
this paragraph, and coasting trade means trade
oo #e:  \ith Indian ports, whether British or not. The
number of vessels entering ports in Burma fell
very slightly from 4,208 in 1925.26 to 4.203 in the year of report. and
-their te tonnage from 5,740,935 to 5,315,756, The number of
vessels clearing from ports in Burma fell similarly from 4,176 10 3,753,
and t tonnage from 5,695,449 to 5,295,933,
total number of vessels engaged in foreign trade which entered
the ports of Burma was 525, with an aggregate tonnage of 1391550
against 536 vessels with an aggregate tonnage of 1,457,876 in the
previous year. The total clearances numbered 621, agsregating
1,655,422 tons, against 648 with a tonnage of 1,800,689 in 1925-26.
the vessels entering, sailing ships numbered 60 of 7,813 tons, compared
with 36 of 7,780 tons : of the vessels clearing, sailing ships nuenbered 83
-of 11,783 tons against 53 of 9,342 ‘ons in the previous year.
number of vessels entc ;ing from foreign ports fell from 3% to
382 and their tonnage from 1,220,496 to 1,194,946 ; the number clearing
for fareign ports alen fell from 301 to 14567 and their tonmage from
1,604,490 to 1,469,353.  Four sailing ships cngaged in foreign trade,
with a total tonnage of 1,111, entered the port during the year, and 15
with a total tonnage of 4,067 cleared. In the previous year no saifing
ships entered the port and only 2 of 298 tons cleared.

The number of vessels engaged in the coasting trade which entered
the ports of Burma rose slightly from 3,672 to 3,678 while their tonnage
fell from 4,283,059 to 3,924,206. The number which cleared fell
similarly from 3.528 to 3,132 and their tonnage from 3,894,760 to
3.640511. Of the vescels entering. #ailing ships numbered 1686 of
67,177 tons against 1,500 of 64,360 tons in 1925-26, and of those clearing
1,214 of 53,765 tons were sailing ships against 1,461 of 63,618 tous in
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ious year. Of the vessels engaiied in the coasting trade 1083
p“:‘~ml\l\'ith an Wteo‘tc;ngggzzf 7.3;2.973 entesed pon,
inst 1,123 with a tonnage .856.021 in the previcos year ; snd ;

B iregting 2.305.007 tons cleared, against 1,019 stenmers of
2454,189 tons in 1925-26. The number of wailing ships that entered the

rose from 142 to 195 and their tonnage from 9,794 to 13.921 ; the
pember of sailing vessels which cleared also rose from 135 ¢ 188 with
2 correspondlingt rise in tonnage from 10,480 to 12,590,

" The numbier of British vessels, excluding native craft. which extered
1be potts of Burmia frow fuicign countriee fell from 347 1~ 330 ; muve
caftrose from 310 7. The number of foreign veisels, excluding mative
cat, felt by 29 10 157.  The decline was shared by nearly all rationa-
es. One Spanish and 2 Yugo-Slav vessels visited the province dering
the vear of report : there had been none in the previous . Greece,
which had sent two vessels to Burma in 1925-26, and m’-& which
d sert one, sent none in 1926-27. Vessels under the Dutch, Geroman,
ipanese. Norwegiaa, Danish and Swedish fags fell from 55, 10,92, 8, 3
wd Sto44. 5, 85, 6. 2 and | respectively, while those under the 1talian
fag rose from 910 10.  There was one American vessel gs in the previoms

*

~In the cousting trade, the number of vessels entering with cargpes
wder the British colours. {ecll from 1,845 to 1,692 ; foceign craft fell
from 173 to 169, and native craft from 1.340 to 1.259.

78. During the year of report casnalties to seawoing vamsels withip
‘ the port of Rangnany numbered 22, ~W of a
wommerciel Marine:  minor nature. Nine of the vemels were in
charge of licensed pilots and twelve were im
chace of assistant harbour masters. These 21 cases were enquirad nto
departmentally : in one case the pilot caomed was censnred and in
mother the nasistant harbour master in charge of the vessel was directed
t0 use more caution in future.
OQuiside Rangoon, steamers and launches were involved in 9 collimions.
was no loss of life. The attention of the Local Gonverument was
dawn to the increasing frequency of accidents due to rival aunches
[ong against cach other to obtain prssengers. Excmplary pmishavent
was meted out to the seranys of two launches which collided twice
¥ithin the space of two months ; their certificates of competency were
ncelled and they were debarred from appearing again for the examina-
o for gepves’ certificates for a period of three vears. Yet more
e action was later found necessary, and it was decided that
ordinarily the certificates of serangs guilty of racing should be canccBad
SlhGid uppununiiy vl 1egatiing them. A Aat which struck a rock in
the Chindwin River below Kani and sank, while in tow of a launch, and

dhouse-boat which sank at Daga in the Bamein District, were success-
fully sabvageed,

. Excluding the light vessels and the Public \Works Ocyartment
Oovernment 8¢ dredgers and cargo hoats which are muntained
Launches o® *0d Ly that department, the year opened with 210

oo Government vessels of ali demTiptions. Twelve
Of boats, one motor launch and one barge were adde? to the fRaed
fng the year, thusleavinga total of 223 vessels of all kinds at the end of
year. These were made up of two steam trawlers, two inland stcamers,
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.80 steam launches, 1 steam barge, 102 motor bosts and bvamches,
house boats, 14 Rats, 3 harges, ZMmlmm,l
emasher and | water boat. B.G.S. * Lady Craddock i
to the Director, Royal ladian Marine, Bousbay, rom July 192,
returned to the Local GOvernment in January 13927. The
wurking under the various dcpartments were in good coedits
continued to be fully employed. The {uelling arrangements
by the Forest Department were. as usual, -:tisfactory. The
stores received in the Marine Store Godowns ai Mapdakxy, Bamsein
Rango™n «wae R 5°25 kakhs against Ra. §73 akhs in the previom year ;
and the value of stores imued from the store ¢odow s aammmted o
Rs. 2 lakhs against Rs. 2°67 lakhs in the previous yeas.

1o
!Eiilaii

-

80. In the port of Rangoon, the dredger " Camorant” worked in
the Monkey Point Chamuel, the Dmnosetxw
bdarine Works and reach, the western appraach, the 1alla Gxed
moonngs locality and tbe approach to the
Kanaungto creek, and removed over a aiillioc tons of sand and silt. A
depth of not less than 14 feet was maintained in the primapal chaneel
of the river. The dredger “ Hastings " warked on the berths at the
wharves and jetties, and dredged 180,415 tons of silt. New amweys of
vanous parts of the river bed. undertaken and completed during the year,
.disclosed on the whole a satisfactory stase of affairs. The new Kinfs
Bank groyne had the effect of steadily dceprming the Monkey Pomt
chanpe) and the Dunneedaw reach and of forming a chanee) acros the
Hastings shoal in continaation ot the line oi the groyune. The caaditions
in the inner harbour, which was sbunded in June and July 1926
compared unfavourably with those cevealed in March 1926. The 30
feet contour was found to have intruded in patches into deeper watar.
The survey of the Basscin ereek carried out at the end of 1925 and the
beginning of 1926 showed a slight general improvement of m
everywhere except for a section about 8 miles from the Rangoon River
end of the creek.
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Agriculture.

81 The occupied area ot the province again ig;?ﬂ by overa
quarter of a million acres to 20°22 millioa acren

Occupled ang Cultivated B 'far the reatest part of the extension took
. place in Lower Burma. Agart from an increase
1n the Lower Chindwin District due to a cluagv of the districthowidary
and accompanied by a corresponding deaease in the Shwebo Distnict,
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Pegu showed the greatest increase (57,000 acres), followed by Ma gbiss
and Myaungmya. The fallowed area represented 18°49 fer acnt. of the:
occupied area of the province, the proportion in Upper Burna beigg.
34'47 per cent. and in Lower Burma 5'49 ger cemd.  Theve figures are
slightly under those for the previous year. In Akyab there was as
increase of 13.000 acres in the fallowed 3ren owing ‘o the cyciane of
1926. An increase of 20,000 acres in Tharrawaddy wuas ci» to Aonda.
Shwebo and Lower Chindwin Districts showed increxses of 13.7°0 aad
30.000 acres respectively following unfavourable rains. The falicwed
areas in Magwe, Myinpyan and Yamvthin were substantially reduned
owiny to a dood season. The net area sown, i.e., the difference betwred
the occupied and the fallowed areas, increased by 283,000 acves to 10°49
million acres ; while the net matured area for the provimce was 1564
million acres, an increxse of 36 million acres. The area sown with rice
increased from 11'56 to 11°80 millior. aCres. Groundnut caltvation:
continued tc expand,and reached 523,000 acres in spite of unfavourable
sains in the dry zone. The area under @am incexmd by ronghly 70
per cent. to 200,000 acres. owing to good late rains which made it possible
to sow this crop on land which would ordinarily have carried s raim.
crop  Millet fell from 701,000 acres to 665,000 ; fodder crops, early and
late scsamum, and cotton, which like millet are grown princi in the
dry zone districts, all showed substantial decreases, deficient
early and middle rains  Cotton and one kind of bean (prdyugale) weve
adversely affected by the poor prices obtained. Tobacco asitivation
increased from 82,000 acres to 101,000. which is ot Jess than the area
cultivated with this crop in 1924-25. \\'heat contirmed to inccease in
popularity  owing to 4 good mmarket and was sown on 62,000 acrea, as
increase of 28 per cenl. The area under ruhber further rose from 79.000-
acre< to 86.000, owing to the favourable prices cbtained.

82. The net area irrim;cd was 1'467 mm.o? acres, or anzau of
277 per cent. 1art of the Ye-u Canal Divinoe
oy e was transferred from Shwebo Lo the Lower
Chindwin District ; a decrease of 1,078 aces in the combined imigated
areas of the two districts was attributed to unfavourable rainfall, which:
affected the supply of water from the old Mu Canal. Government amis
in Minbu and Yameéthin yiekied increases in the area irrigated of abodt
2,500 acres each, due to the construction of new watercoucses in Minbo
and to heavy rainfall in Yaméthin. Failure of the early rains in Mandalay
District resuited in a decrease of 1,300 acves in the area irriyated froe:
Government canals. There was an increase of 7,833 acres in the area
irrigated from private canals. In the Minbu District the increase was
due to the construction ot new watercourses, and in Magwe, Yamethis
and Myitkyina to good minfall. In Pakokku there was a decrease dee
to damage by heavy rains, and other decreases in Myingyan and Shwebo
Districts were the resull of deficient rainfall. In Bhamo District cultiv-
able land was taken up for residentinl purposes, The areas saved by
Government and private tanks profited by good late rains. About ¥
per cenl. of the total irrigated area of the province was under rice,
showing an incrense of 39,000 acres over the previows .
increase was mainly due to thie beneficial effect of the heavy late rains
on areas iirigated from tanks and small private worhe. Tl w077
marked increases also in the irrigated areas under wheat and ower.
During the year new watercourses were constructed in the Mon and
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canals in the Minbu District, and in the Ye-u canal o in
gh‘:ebo District. The Nwetame cana) in the Mintw
was abandoned by Government, was repaired by the cultivators. Is
Kyauksé the remodelling of the Pyaungbya and Paleik canals aud the
Letwe distributary was in progress ; and a new distributary was mdc
construction in the Shwebo Canal Division,

83. There was no change of importance in the organizativic ~f the
Agricultural Department, which was overhaited
The Aericultural Dvpast- in 1925.26. A post of cotton Technologist was ..
created and filled by a Barman officer truined of
Bombay. There were 46 students at the Agricultura) College, Mandalxy,
20 in the first year class, 15 in the second, and 11 in the third. AR the
third ycar students obtained the Agricultural College Diploma, and were
appointed Senior Agricultural Assistants. Eight stipends werewithchawn
from second year students and five from first year students for unsatis-
factory work. Twenty applicants were chosen by a Selection Baard at
the end of the year for admission to the College. There was some
slackness in attendance at lectures, but otherwise the discipline of the
students was good, and the quality of the graduates was regarded as
gatishiciury.  No further progress was made with the idea of affiliating
the College to the University of Rangoon, owing to the difbcnlty of
obtaining Intermediate candidatcs as entrants, The first batch of
graduates, numbering eighteen, completed the four years course of the
Pyinmana Agricultural School. This schapl, which is under the control
of the American Baptist Mission, teaches gardening in the first ycar, farm
crops in the second, animal husbandry in the third and advanced ¢
work in the fonrth. Therc were 23 enrolments in 1926 and 31 in 1927.
The subside from Government amounted to Rs. 18,000 for reanrigg
expenditure and Rs. 6,625 for non-recorring. Two farm echools for
aultivators, with ten pupils each, were started at Hmawbi and Mahhing

a* the encl of the year, and the training of adult cultivetors at Centrat’
Farms continued.

84. Perhaps the most [;anortant work undertaken by the Amimlmtwﬂm
pariment during the year was t

A‘TN“"" Researsh  improvement of the quality of the cice crop Ay
the isolation of profitable strains and by increasing the production of
strains previously selected. A growing appreciation of the benefits of
a pure seed supply was reported on the part of the larger landlords in
Lower Burma. and many of them bought the department’s seed in order
to supply their tenants. Trials withone new strain in Pegn, Hantha-
waddy and [nsein gave an increased yield of S to 11 baskets over
urcelected warictics.  Millers paid premiume of Re S to 10 for the new
strains, and 80 rice millers agreed to erect placards to inform sellers that
these premiums would be paid. To multiply the new strains land was
acquired for five new seed farms, which will form a useful link between
the central farms and the cultivator. Areas excluded from grazing
Rrounds, placed at the disposal of the Agricultural Depmrtment, and
fetto tenants amounted to 3,357 acres at the end of the year. Esperi-
ments with manures gave more promise of success than hitherto. Cattle
manure does not suffice for more than one-tenth of the rice ares, and
s most of the possible rice-growing lands in the province have akready
been developed, either the yield per acre must be increased or expurts
must dlmu;ich as the population 'rows. Until .recently, despite many
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erence and agricuftural show in FW :
mmacquiredfornnedhinthu . Hﬁ
to tenants for the multiplication of the Department’s seed. 7T :
area of seed-farms amounted to 744 acres. IW
conducted into cattle-breeding. In the newly-formed Arakan &
beginning was made with the moltiplication of pure sced. An Agricul-
tural and Co-operative Conference was held in Tscember, and
demonstrations were given. The East Central Ticcle
agricultural implements at 36 centres, and sold a nuciher of improved
ploughs, screw water-lifts, and sugar-cane crushers. Seveu new model
jagrery furnaces, designed by the Department, were constructed in the
Pyinmana area, and won the approval of the owners. Seed di
consisted mainly of exotic sugar-cancs, the erect type of
Karachi gram, jowar, onion seed and paddy. A dep~ seed-farm
was opened and several privats gwcr;s were engaged in the multiplica-

Spanish groundnut. An exhibition of agricultural produce was held,
and demonstrations of machinery were given. In the Myingvan Circle
also demonstrations and lectures were given. Seed amounting to 16,273
haskets was distributed in the Northern Circle, and lectures were given
at Cattle Shows. A hundred and eight tons of seed were distributed in
the West Centrai Circle, and improved seed showed signs of becoming

popular.

Incrensed attention was d during the year to horticulture, for
which sections were establ at five farms in different circles
Clisses were held for young men, and it was p-oposed to supply
seedlings and grafts to the public. Poultry-breeding were
on the whole disappointing. No less than 2941 of the improved
vloughshares designed by the Department were sold daring the year.

86. The Veterinary staff remained the same as in the previovs year,

I

Principal and 5 posts of lecturers at the
Veterinary School, Insein, 4 additional posts of Inspectors and 53
acfidition:}p;xtlof Vet:mel:;'shnl& At the same time the
cmgdtmmmtmmns.iﬂhﬂlbhg!gh&.wﬂ
to increased expenditure on establishment and veterinary instroction.
The cost of supenintendence was reduced. The main bailding of the
Insein Veterinary School was completed. Fifleen passed out
during the year. Twenty new pupils were admitted in of whom
14 remained on the roll at the end of March. ‘The High School Fiual
admission in future. The Taungiyi School was hampered by
equipment. Two new students were admitted and out of nine examined
only five passed.

87. The year 1926-27 was hardly less disastrous for cattle-owners

Cattle Di than 1925-26. The number of deaths in the

provinee from countagious discases improved

slightly from 50,942 to 44,041, but was still icasly 2§ tnes 1 oot as
in 1924.25. In Burma pPeper the rate of mortality from

diseases is given as 56 per mille of the bovine population, but the

E
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estimate cannot be relied on, owing to the inaccuracy of the enumers.
ton of cattle and the relustance of the people to register denths '
Kinderpest, as in the previous yeas, was responsible for by far the
greatest number of deaths, and 39,933 cattle were reparied to have deed
af thisdiscase. In Lower Burma the number of deaths actmally increasent
by nearly 3,000, but there was an improvement 1n Upper Burma and the
S8han States. Only five districts in Burmma were frec A the discase
Those that suffered most were Bassein. with 5,869 deatha, Satha (5,346),
Akyah (4,797) and Pegu (2,826). There were 3,063 deaths i~m foot
and mouth diseasc. agaiast 4,242 in 1923.24 ~nd 2402 in 1924.235,
Other contagious discases did not claim any large number of victima,
Many district officers reported that inoculation was becondng more
popular, and that the methods of seyregation were beiter understoad,
but it was evident that-effective control of rinderpest had ot yet been
achieved. Shortages of serum were reporied on ssveral ocasions. aod
other difficulties were causcd by inadequate staff and the existeoce of
large unfenced communal grazng grounds. In the Akyab District the
practice of throwing the carcases of diseased animals into the tidal
creeks did not conduce to the suppression of the discase. Inoaulation
against rinderpest was carried out in 25 districts and 79,068 animals
were ingoo'ated.  Of these, 1.261 died, a great increase over the Ggwres
for the previous year. The number of animals treated at veterisary
Dospitals and dispensarics showed a moderate rise to 11,400, the
increase occurring wholly among out-patients. The four dprrares
at Pakokku, Mvingyan. Prome and Pegu remained open during the year.
Pegn headed the list with 3,730 animals treated. Veteninary Assistants
on tour visited 47 £00 villages and treated 174,511 animals, an increase
of neariy ) per cent.

88. The return of agricultural stock showert little variation from the

& figure. of the previous year. Based as it is oa

— practically unchecked enumeration by viliage-

headmen, it must be accepted with caution. Bulls numbered 650.000
and cows 1,414,000, both showing an increase, in spite of the lomes doe
to the cyclone and tidal wave of May 1926 in the Akyab District : bot
there was an unexplained drop of 10.000 under bullocks, to 1,880,000,
There were 993,000 calves, or slightly fewer than in 1925-26. It is
vemarked that the increase in the number of ploaghs during the st
five years was as great as the increase in bulls and bullocks, whereas an
increase in the latter at least double the increased number of plonghs
would have heen expected. It is probable therefore that the number of
oxen is under-estimated.  Buffaloes numbered 1,057 995, a slight increase
over the previous year. The number of ploughs and carts roee slightly
o 780,431 and /22,919 respecuveiy. Tnere were shgntiy feww aiccp
(68.711) and goats (255,209),; pigs numbered 405,051, against 371,170 in
1925.26. The fail in the number of harses and ponies referred to in the

});g;lg%s year was checked and the total was 88.821, aguinst 84,981 in

89. The issues and °§’.¥$€;‘3“§, o{n azricultur:} 10'""2 were wﬁ:"“"’
the harvest 1925.26, ich was

Aereaigtans much lighter than that_of the previom year.
Elc_ludmg_ loans to Cc operative Societies, “advances nnder the
Mnltuns}s' Loans Act, 1884, amounted to Rs. 21'97 lakhs, compared
with Rs. 1272 lakhs in 1925.26, and Rs. 24°22 lakhas in 192¢-25. Out of



lakh
largest advances were taken by Akyab, Peiu Insein and :
Districts, each of which drew over a lakh of m&;: 'ﬁﬁ
Minbu, Magwe, Pakokku, Myingvan, Yameéthin, Sagaing
istricts each {ook worc than half a lakh. On the whole advances were
made with care and properly , although the r!lundm
tions were not fully observed in Tharnwaddy District.

90. The areas cultivated under the protection dMBM
charge of the Irrigation Brauch of the Public
Protection lrom Floods.  yworks Depariment rose from 1,128,536 acvcs
1,183,925 ucres, the |mrellehem|lducloamhuﬁcﬂ.imol the areas
protected by embankments in the Pegu District. The season on the
whole was slightly dehcient in rainfall, but falls of unqlwml
occurred in the month of August and the high floods w ‘
1os ted in damage to roads, railway, embankment aud other 'Ilh in
the Pegu District.  The river level at Henzada reached a point 2§ fect
above the danger mark—the second highest r recorded since the
Irrawaddy Embankments were constructed. The
ments stood the strain, but a breach occurred in a private embankment
on the left bank of the Irrawaddy and caused much destrucli
Culiivation in the Pegu District did not suffer to lheuu that
have been expected, probably because the duration of the high
stage wis comparatively short ; but there were widespread floods in
In~vin, Hanthawaddy and adpcent clistricts, resulting in much
to crops. The effect, if any, of the Luilding of the Irrawaddy
ments on Hooding in these districts has not been ascertained.

The gross revenue amounted to  Rs. 19°17 lakhs, against Rs.
lakhs in the previous vear, the increase being due 0 an extension
cultivation in the areas protected by the Henzada Embankment
the revision of areas shown as protected by the Sittang and
Embankments in the Pega District. The working expenses rose
Rs. 561 lakhs to Rs. 11°77 lakhs, thereby causing the net receipts 1o
from Rs. 11'85 lakhs in the previous year to Rs. 740 lakhs.

The work of raising and memahenmgthth
Trrawaddy Delta was continued duiing the year and satisfactory
was made. Unti! the embankments have been raised to
levell. the work of metalling the surface for light

be completed. Some progress was however mads with
mchpomommweremiuedhthc level. The d
training without embankments in the Putu District which is being
carried out under the supervision of an officer of the Forest Department
was vigorously pushed on with satisfactory results.

t
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Weather and Crops. ]
Dl’l‘heearly-aimdlmmnunmﬂly throughout tha
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estimated at 106, against 50

QURFS sy D year. The matured area
over 300,000 acres more than in 1925-26, and in comsequence the
estimated gross outturn of unhusked paddy rose from 672 to 742
million tons. Exports of rice in 1926 fell to 290 million tons, affected
by the lighter crops of the 1925-:8 season. The estimated exportable

the Straits, largely decreased. For sesamum crops the year was
disastrous ; although the area reported as matured was 86 per conl. of the
normal, the vield estimated n the principal districts represented an
outturn ¢f only 47 per cenl. of the normal. For the whole of Burma the
estimated outturn was 30,000 tons, or 15000 :ons less than in the
previous year. Cotton suifered almost as much, the estimated yicld
being only 63 per cenl. of the normal. The outturn of groundnut ws
estimated 4t 150.000 tons, a deciease of 10,000 tons on the previous year,
although the area sown increased from 499,000 acres to 523,000 acres.
Exrorts of rubber during 1926-27 rose from 4,568 tons to 5,201 tons but
the high prices of 1925-26 no longer ruled, and the value fell from
Rs. 14966 lakhs to Rs. 118'78 lakhs. Prices of unhusked 'paddy at
Rangoon varied greatly in 1926-27. At the beginning of July, 1926,
river-borne paddy stood at Rs. 2i8 per hundred lLaskets of 46 Ihs
A breach on the railway line breught the price up to Rs. 222 by the end
of Augusl. Subsequently there was a decline, and the new crop, which
promised to be a very good one, opened at Rs. 166 for rail-borne paddy
and Re. 172 for river-borne. At the end of March the price of river-
borne paddy had risen to Rs.190. In the majority of districts the price
at harvest time was higher than in the preceding year. The extemsive
failure of the sesamum crop already mentioned naturally caused a marked
rise in price. The prive of groundnut was also influenced by the poor
season. The local price of cottun, on the other hand, declined in con-
formity with the world price, and without reference to the scanty harvest
in Burma. Large white beans fetehed higher prices than mn the previous
Feal, Slout»_ut rice and paddy werereported to be sufficient except

'0 and Magwe Districts, which have to import every year.

Co-operation.

93. The only noteworthy administrative change in the

Co-operative

= Societies Department was the creation of a -

eneral. t;:mrw_to"l‘hirdloimm. There

work of the Department T capes o 2L 1he arcas coverea by the



bership. Rural Credit societics were reduced by the disceg
ﬁ‘;?of 131 societies; and 3 urbu:cietiu were disregsiens
Societies of all classes fell from 5,383 in previons year to s

of the year under review, and the total
the € onding decline from 147,264 fo 139.401. On the - 5.

its by members in¢féased from Rs. 11'18 lakhs to
fﬁf i:xfni;yand deposits by non-members rose from Rs. 14281 lakhs to

Rs. 14902 lakbs. |

In Lower Burma the position of societies was generally ~atisfactory.
The Incv.- Co-operative Bill was passed by the Legislative Couseil and
came into force on the 4th May 1927 as Buima Act VI of 1927,
The question of audit was still under discussion at the close of ﬂu

year.

94. The failure of societies to pay interest on their loans o~duxed the
book profit of the Provincial Bank to Rs. 104

Ceatglianms. lakhs, out of which Rs. ‘82 lakh had to be written
oft on account of loans due from the Mahlaing Cotton Ginnery Society
i liquidation.  The rates offered for hixed deposits were reduced twice
during the year in order to check the flow of deposits. It is satisfactory
to nate that non-European depositors were responsible for 40°S far erst.
of the fixed deposils against 17°4 per cent. four years ago. Out of Gzed
deposits amonnting to Rs, 32'70 lakhs which fell due for repayment,
Rs. 21'74 lakhs were renewed for furtber veriods. Curvent Accpunt
derosits increased by Rs. ‘72 lakh and Savings Bank deposits rose by a
lakh and a half to Rs. 883 lakhs. Repayments by Societies rose from
29'3 10 35°58 fer cent.  The face value of the Government secrities beld
by the 8ank was Rs. 34°55 lakhs, their market value Rs. 36°22 lakhs and
thei value shown in the balance sheet Rs. 31°64 lakhs.

The Tharrawaddy District Bank and the Monyo Township Bank
having dropped out, the number of Central Baoks feil from 23 to Z1.
The cluet District Banks were those at Pegu, Prome, Pakikku, Moulmein,
Sagu-Salin, Renzada and Moénywa. Of these the last two were the
weakest. The Banks at Myingyan, Pyinmana and Pyapon made but slow
gogress. while the Urban Central Bank, Rangoon, worked at a loas.

f the Township Banks, that at Budalin showed some vitality but the
others were dormant.  The protits earned by Central Banks rose from
Rs. 1'29 Likhs to Rs. 1°47 lakhs.

95. The number of rural credit societies of the Luzzatti or Raffeisen
typ fell during G vear from 3,919 to 3,788 and
Awricultural Credit ], membership from 87,781 to 83,846. This is
almost as great a decrease as that of the previous
year and a consequence of the policy of disicgistering veeless societies.
The decrease was spread generally over the province but was most
conspicuous in the Tharrawaddy, Shwebo, Sagaing, Prome and Thatin
districts. The loans and deposits received by these societies from
individuals during the year amounted to Rs, 4'45 lakhs, an increase of
Rs. 85 lakh on last year's hgure. The average loan per member rose
from Rs. 197 to Rs. 209. The percentage of repayments by members
was 232 and by societies to Banks 22°4, a slight fall in each case. As
in the preyious year repayments were better in Lower than in Uppe
Burma. The total proht earned b{ these societies was Rs. 1'48 lak
or Rs. 211 lakhs less than in 1925-26, As might be expected in a period
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96. The number of urban societies declined by 1 to 117, the
man&nh:psbomngac dq:m“
OtherSocleties. 705 to 13,744. Share capital A ‘creased :

Rs. 1’08 lakhs and deposits decreased slightly, but reserve funds iac.ru:
by Rs.'13 lakh. The statistics for salary earners’ socicties are nnreii:hie
owing to the &ilure of several of thelargest socielies Lo send in their
returns. Cattle insurance socicties, which are confined to Upper
Burma, are moribund, and the search for a more popular type of
insurance continues. With the exception of co-operative stores in
Rangoon, which were mainly prosperous, other special clisses of
co-operative socicties showed no conspicuous development. The
Rangoon Dairy Society was wound up at the end of the year. Oune
co-operative housing sociely was disregistered and another was oo the
wverge of dissolution. Anincreased amount of pure seed was distributed
by the Agricultural Department through agricultural socicties.

Horticulture.

97. There was a slight falling-off in the membership of the Agn-

Horticultural Society of Burma. The experi-

AStrISontigwial ment of growing vegetables for sale was foond

to be unprofitable, and it was decided to limi

the efforts of the Society in this direction. There was no fiolwer-showia

1926, but the school-gardens exhibition was held as usual. The

Society's gardens suffered from the long hot season, but many improve-
‘ments were carried out during the year, and new plants were in

The inspection of open spaces and roadside trees and the planting of

trees on behalf of the Corporation of Rangoon were continued. The

sales of plants, owers and seeds were well maintained. The activities

of the Agricultural Department in connection with Horticulture have
been mentioned in paragraph 85.

Forests,

g
!
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98. The total area of reserved forests at the end of
Forest Porest 27 Was 28647 square miles against 28372
“*ﬁégﬁﬁﬁﬁ“ Bt wiles wl the cud of Uk provious TEI
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was carried out at a cost of Rs. 389
mtozﬂﬂqtﬂuwuhﬂ.m,md229nnadncwboum
mﬂ:l:mmhonlttheendo{meycu The Survey of India com-
scale and survey of 80 square miles of roscivcd forcsts oo ihe dinch
Seorting of444 square miles on the 2-inch scale. During the year 7

plan parties were at work and 1,249 square miles were




examined with enumerations over 23 gev comi. of the are
pnder sanctioned working plans was increased by
during the year ; but plans were completed for 4, square ﬁu‘
new ground and 1,061 square miles revision.

99. The number of forest oﬁetweno‘ : mrepotted‘“ s wa.“:o.aoam an
average B or the previous yecars.
Protection of Forests. 4. sual the great majority were uiauthorised
fellings or removals. During the year 1,650 cases involving 2,518
sons were taken to court, the percentage of convictions being
against 88'5 in the previous year, Fire ection was restricted (v
areas where its application could be justi on silvicultural grounds,
The total area under fire protection was 85,824 acres of which 94 per
cent. was successfully protected. Of the reserved forests 74°5 por
cenl. were closed 1o grazing entirely ; while 151 per cemi. for part of
the vear and 9°6 per cent. for the whole year were open to all antmals
except browsers.

100. The total expenditure on forest roads and buildings amounted
PRI o to Rs. 6'81 lakhs ; and a further sum of Rs. 026
. - lakhs was spent by lessees on roads intended to
supplement their floating operations. New cart roads totalling 150 ruiles
were constructed at a cost of Rs. 2°36 lakhs and new bridle paths total-
ling 101 miles at acost of Rs. 39 lakh. Rs. 1’25 lakhs were spent 0o
the construction of new building. ... : X

The total hook area under plantations at the ciose of the veur was
placed at 126,790 acres. New plantations covered 4,406 acres and re-
computation accounted for the difference. Climber cutting was carried
out over 80,987 acres, and felling of ficus-bound trees over 83,011 acres.
The total expenditure on these was Rs. 46,733, The expenditure for the
year ~n regeneration, including tending, totalled Rs. 1'1 lakhs.

101. The total owtturn of teak by Ienese;‘sduring the year was 354,855
; 2 Extraction by licensees and departmental
extraction by Government totalled 34,707 tons and 68,502 tons respec-
tivelv. The total extraction of reserved woods other than teak was
172,570 tons or over 9,000 tons more than in the previous year, and the
total of unreserved timber and fuel extracted was 1,366,155 tons against
1,368,477 tons in the preceding year. The decrease under Government
extractions was due to further curtailment of departmental
elsewhere than in the Myitmaka Extraction Division. The decrease im
the output of fucl was due to the stoppage of the departmental supply of
fuel to the Burma Railways from the Katha Forest Division. As usual
the bulk of the teak exports (235,335 toms) and of the principal other
exported timbers was seat to Indian ports.

Mines and Quarries.

102, The number of mines in the province worked during the calen-
dar year 1926 increased by 2 to 234, Two

Thetatien Mines At . pundred of thENE mostly tin mines, Wit ia 15
Tavoy and Mergui Districts. Mining operations were carried on also i
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and Southern Shan States. Most of the mines in these
mwmnmsmmm mhhlheh‘..
Corporation's lead, silver iron mines, more properly
cribed as quarries. Of the tin mines approximately 90 por coni. werp
worked on the tribute system.
Underground mining was not carried on on any comsides: e scale

Coryoration maintained its own
underpround labourers were mostly Chinese, Gurkhas and Indians ; the
surface labour was parily carried on by Burmans. Wages compared
favourably with those of agriculiural workers. Women and children
were employed only in the open workings and on the lighter forms of
work. The accidents reported numbered 111 as against 75 in the
mviousm: The increase was mainly attributable to a landslide at

slidc was accompanied by many slips on a larger scale in the hills around,
and was not the result of mining operations. There were four prosecu-
‘tions under the Mines Act, and four under section 286 of the Penal
Code for negligent handling of explosives.

103. At the end of 1926, m;ugbﬂdw;im; held w-.;:;zss’l‘
Clbhaniklics of w! 1 were er mining leases

g under prospecting licenses. Two hundred and
thirty-cicht concessions were granted during the vear, of which 158 were
new prospecting licenses, 60 were rencwals of prospecting licenses,
and 20 were g leases. Ninely-seven of the concessions granted
related to tin, , and allied minerals, 64 to all minerals
except natural petroleum, 43 to natural petrolenm, 24 to tin alone,
3 to iron-ore, 2 eachi 1o coal, lead and silver-ore and oil shale,and 1 to
gold. One mining lease for all minerals except petrolenm, and one for
tin, lapsed for want of execution, and one mining lease for all minerals
except petroleum, one for natural petrolenm, and two for tin and
wolfram were surrendered. Certain changes in the Mineral Concessions
Rules have been mentioned in paragraph 10.  Other amendments to the
mluanddtrechou were desigined to decide the rights of rival applicants
for concessions ; to prescribe the boundaries tn he followed ; to prescribe
the date from which a prospecting license should run ; to require certain
particulars of a company or corporation applying for a certificate of
approval ; and to ensnre prompt pavment of survey fees,

104. The output of petroleum declined further from 263 to 250 million

wells, lntbeiwmerdistrictthe\'mnmu ® produced about
14} million gallons less than in the wevioum:u ﬁfnld"l‘bayntmyoaﬂi"
frict the decrease amounted to 345,389 gallons, Minbu, on the other
hand, increased its production by 128 million gallons

. the
Hﬂkiﬂul.dumwdk. There were minor increases in the Singu sud



There further large increase in the pr
108 _ silver ore during the year
Lead and Silver.

tq323.834 tons, nhﬁ at
. 113'74 lakhs, agains
ﬁfzs. The output of the Burma Corporation from
exceeded that of the previous year by 41,116 tons.
Corporation produced 53,273 tons of refine! 1,057
antimonial lead, 48,834 tons of zinc concentrates, 1i441 mﬂm
matte, and 5,103,646 troy ounces of refined silver. :

in volun-

106. The mines of the Burma Ruby Mines, Limited (now
% liquidation)

best parts of the alluvial workings of the Mogok and Katha were
nearly exhausted, Rubies weighing 65,226 carats were

1926, against 109,998 carats in 1925, and owing to

depression in the market for the less valuble stones the value declined
disproportionately from Rs. 341 lakhs to Rs. 108 lakhs. There was a
remarkable increase from Rs. 0°21 lakh to
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production rose from 2,220 tons valved at Rs. 34'69 lakhs |
vilued at Rs. 4842 lakhs. Tungsten, which was extracted only when
found with tin, amounted to 754 tons, valuedat Rs. 3'80 lakhs ; the value
in the preceding year was Rs. 329 lakhs. Iron ore amounting to 55,502
tons was produced by the Burma Corporation, Limited, for smelting at
Namiuv.  The production of jadeite decreased from 1,697 cwi. to 1,204
cu‘t..‘:‘md the value from Rs. 2'67 lakhs to Rs. 2734 lakhs ; disturbed
conditions in China made for stagnation in this trade.

kold produced increased to Rs. 22,618 and that of amber to Rs. 21,420.
There was no coal-mining during the vear.

108. The demand for buildiug stone and road meh!mthem
Quarry Stones and Ciay. ¢ Public Works Department, the

y Railways, and local bodies was much smaller
than in the previvus year, and the output feil from 2°38 to 100 million
tons.  Increased extraction of soap-sand as a subsidiary industry in the
Sagaing District was due toa bad agricultural season ; but this was more
than set off by a decline in Meiktila District, which enjoyed favourab
ras. The provincial output fell accordingly to 2,782 tons. There was
a slight increase to 26,141 tons in the production of clay for pottery.

&

Mannhuﬁm

109, Thcindawiuelﬂ;c?umnmlyamnmdthemhx:
¥real majority W peopls art trgaged in

m"‘“""‘““""‘" agriculture. The most important industries
6,23 in previous years, were rice-milling, petroleum winning and

)
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employees increased by 1,213 to 1€0,759, There was a small increase,
.tog.lsw.inthe number of women employed ; the number of children
-mamoﬁmtdxthemeamthem.mr. ‘I‘Ilcmm

employed less than ten persons. These mills, which are oi Germas
“manufacturz, were inadequately protected. and measures for promotiag

the safety of persons employed on them were under consideration at the
-end of the year.

Trade.
111. The greatly decreased exports of the 1925-26 rice crop have
mentioned in is adk
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crores. and were also below the average of the three years 1922-23 to-
1924-25.anThc value of the inter-port trade of Borma increased by Rs. 09F
crore (o Rs. 507 croces. Imports from the British Empire

Government stores and treasure dewreased hy Rs. O 28 crore to Re. 12749
ceores.  The value of imports from the United Kingdom alone mﬁd

for this decrease, although there were also variations in‘ the distribotion

of the rest of the trade between oth_er_pans of tbg Empire. Ew to

the British Empire fell rather hcam!y to Rs. .17 98 goxes. Bai *shn‘

exports and imports together, the British Einpire absorbed nearly baii of

thefo eign trade ot the province. Imports {rom Euviopenss counicies oul-

side the Bmpire rose by Rs. 095 crore to Rs. 470c¢cores ; but exparts to-
the same ¢o ntries decreased from Rs. 9°68 crores to Ra. 897 crores, the

main decrease being against Germany. The value of merchandise from-
Asiatic countries declined a little to Rs 4°27 crores ; exports tc those

countries fell by 28 per cenl. to Rs. 911 crwres. The balance of lodim

and foraign trade in favour of Rurma was Rs. 3727 crores, or dightly

less than fn 1925.26. The balance of trade against India was acarly

Rs. 11 crores. Rangoon absorbed 844 per cemt. of the total trade in

private merchandise. Bassein, which was second in 1925-26, was

surprsecd by both Moulmein and Akyab. although Bassein was well
ahead of buth hinse ports in foreign trade alone. The net customs -
revenue increased from Rs. 523 crores to Rs. §5°31 crores, or more than

acrore above the average for the three years 1922-23 to 1924-25. The

gross export duty was diminished to Rs. 1'02 crores Ly the mmaller

shipmerts of rice ‘o foreign countrics. The grmme import duly oo

salt decreased to Rs. 2670 lakhs.

112, Although the total vahie of foreign imports into Burma
increased by some Rs. 60 lakhs, cotton mamifac-
tures, which formed the bulk of the imports,
dectined it value by nearly Rs. 20 1akhs to Rs. 609 lakhs. This was,
towever, partly due to falling prices ; the length of cotton piece-goods
Imported excecded that for the year 1925-26. Japan maintained ber
position as the principal exporter of grey piece-goods to Barma Of
white g00ds twelve times as much came from the United Kingdom
as from all other countries put together. A greater length of culmed
goods was imported from Japan than from the United Kingdam, but the
valuc of the laier’s goods was considerably higher. Imports of silk
Increased by Rs. 18 lakhs to Rs. 61°98 lakhs, the imposition of a duty
on silk brought nverland from Siam having diverted the trade to the sea.
Metals increased in value to Pz. 207°23 lakhs ; supplies from the United
Kingdom were restricted owing to the strike that took place there, but
Hic deficicncy was supplied by beiginn and the United Sities. The
value of hardware declined to Rs. 75'87 lakhs. In enamelled ironware
Germany increased its trade at the expense of Japan. Im
machinery and mill work fell from Rs. 211°33 lakhs to Rs. 18831 hakhs,
gh::ﬂ-" owing to labour troubles in England. Imports of railway piant
R“ folling stock, mostly from the United Kingdom, increased to
5. 3020 lakhs, against 19'63 lakhs in the previous vear. Larges imports
:falbrandg,:' whisky and shamshoo were responsible for an increase of the
g of liquors to Rs. 59'84 lakhs. Sugar imports rose substantially to
w; R'83 lakhs in value, aided ins part Ly higher prices, Coz!and coks
o ’i‘: imported (rom foreign countries in tauch smaller quantities, owing
the coal strike in' England, and the cost fclf from Rs. 1560 lakhs t6-

Imgcrt Trade
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Rs. 467 1akhs. Tbe value of cigarcties imported tmxrensed
Rs. 6 lakhs, and raiscd the valoe of forcign imports of

Rs. 40'54 likhs. Fuel oil inaeased in bulk bat ;
Imports of American kerosene oil dropped from Rs.
Rs. 5°17 lakhs, and the total value of vils :whd was
lakbs against Re. 58'91 lakhs in 1925.20. & yalue of
and their parts imported rose from Rs. 4578 lai%sto Rs.
Canada was the chief supplier. and the United Sutes
share in this trade than Great Britain. excent in moior cvrle
establizhed a definite prepunderance over Japan in the
The larger imports of silk mentioned above, together with
popular luxuries such as biscuits, condensed milk and cgarettes,
that the standard of living of the population did not decline.

The shortage of coal from the United Kingdom was made pood
supplies from Benygal, and inports trom Ind's ‘ncreaved to Rs. 93
lakhs. Jute manufactures imported coastwise tell away to Rs
l1akhs, hut still remained the biggest item in the list of imports
India. Manufactures of cotton, and cotton twist and yam fell by
Rs. 73 lakhs in all to Rs. 156'48 lakhs and Rs. 11309 lakhs respectivy.
Tmports of grain and pulse from India were unaltered. Therc were
noticeable increases in Indian imports of oits (Rs. 94°18 lakhs), spices
(Rs. 114'49 lakhs), and fruits and vegetables (Rs. 74'83 lakhs). Imports
of railway plant and rolling stock from India, which totalled Rs. 129
lakbs in 1925-26, almost reached vanishing-point.

&’Eégiggg
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e, Exparts of private merchandise t'o India from the

foreign countries and to India was, of coorse, the resrcted
shipments of rice enforced by the lighiness of the 1925-26 crop
Foreign countries reccived only 1,786,989 tons of rice and paddy from
Burma, valued at Rs. 27'44 crores, against 2,309,264 tons, valued at
Rs. 34°08 crores, in 1925-26. Iadia took 717,037 tons, valuedat Rs. 1073
crores against 1,006,570 tons, valued at Rs. 1458 crores. The total
decline in the value of these exports was therefore about Rs. 10} cora
Approximately 72 per cent. of the trade gassed through Rangoon : the
remainder was distrnibuted in i > equal proportians

Bassein, Moulmein and Akyvah. Other exports that showed noticeable
decreases in value were pig lead, raw cotton and wood and_limber.
.!‘he weight ot pig lead exported to forcign countriez from
increased very slightiv. hut the vatie declined fram Rs. 2
Rs. 1'94 crores. Exports to India were a little above
previous year, and were valued at Rs. ‘26 crare. The
cotton exported to foreign coantries fell from Rx. 1'81
crore. but there was an increase in the Indian trade f
to Rs. 11°09 lakhs. Among foOreign countries J
largest customer. India took slightly less teak
previous year, but the value rose by Rs. 2 lakhs to
Forcign exports declined by about Rw. 30 takhs
There was a heavy fall to Rs. 25°36 takhs in exports
foreifn countries, but the bulk of the trade is with I
"Wis more than counterbatanced by higher India

value of the trade was Rs. "16 crore higher at Rs. 9°33 croves.
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raffin wax rose further to Rs. 1'62 crores in spite of a decraasw
gcpzuantity shipped to the United Kingdom. Hides and akins
value of Rs. 1966 lakhs were sent to foreign parts. as mncd with
Rs. 2852 lakhs in 1925-26. Grain, pulse and Bour (exchutiag
exported from Rangoon to foreign countries decrcased by aboct Rs.
lakhs to Rs. 3649 lakhs, although there was a small lna-' in
to India. Rubber exports. mainly to the United Kiny:iom i
Straits Settlements, increased by 633 toas, but the value droinmbed
from Rs. 19966 lakhs to Re. 11878 lakhs. Restricted shipuma's of
tobacco to Hongkong and the Staais eccounted (Gr a deding in cXpcsss
to Rs. 2189 lakhs. Exports of jadestone increasad by aboot Rs. 3 lnkha,
[ and shipments of lac to India were inore than doubled.

3
£

%i

114. The trade between Rangoon. Bassein and the pocis of the
Amkan and Tc.asserim Divisions,
Inme rovincit, 2*%  Government consignmenis, increased from Ra 4'16
crores (revised figures) to Rs. 507 crares.  Altey
Rangoon. Mergui handled the largest propartian of the purely provincial
traflic, closely ollowed by Akyab and Tavoy.

115. 11o. For the reasons given in the Report for 1925-26 inforamtion

Transtrontier Trade ©f this subject is no longer available.
wizh Chi Siam and

e i ey e

Public Works.

117. In the Buildings and Roads Branch of the Public Works
Department a number of administtabive chagges
Admpistative and  were made during the year. In Aogust the
Rangoen Courts Division, and in Decemher the
Courts Subdivision, were formed to supervise the building of tiv new
courts. A separate division was created to put up the University baildings
0o behalf of the University Building Trust. A new Magwe Bridges
Division undertook road surveys; the subdividan of the same mame was
abolished a (ew months €arlier. In March 1927, the Tharrawaddy Jail
€Construction Division Was abolished and the work was handed over to
a subdjvision of the Tharrawaddy Division. The Manipor Bridgs
Subdivision came to an end when the bridge was finished :the Kermmen-
dine Subdivision of the Rangron Division was abolished and its work
taken over by the Construction Subdivision. New subdividharns iachaded
fhe Mingaladon Electrical Subdivision for the new cantonment, a tosgp
ary Construction Subdivision n the Bhuwo Divison. one i the Thatia
\ Dmsxpn to build a bridge over the Belin River and one at Thazi for bridge
building onthe Southern Shan States foad. The River Cumervancy
Subdivision of the Chindwin Division took over from the Principal Port
Officer the conservamcy of the Chindwin River above Monywa and of
" the Irrawaddy River above X

No udditions were made to the numbers of the lndian Service of
| Engineers or of the Borma Engineering Service, but two Edactrical
| Engineers were recruited for the Electrical Branch, and an sdditiam)

| Quantity Surveyor for the Central Diawing Ofce.
| There were no administrative chaages i{n the Irrigatioo Branch
during the year.
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(i) Roads and Buildings,

118. TheCommunicatim; Boor;i hcldjm ::eﬁm duri:egthe year,
- g considered 5! projects, and approved the expend-
tureof Rs. 70°77 lakhs on original works. The length
of metalled roads in the province, outside municipal and notified areas,
was 192519 miles, and that of unmctalled roads 7388'is miles, Lol
authorities maintained 33373 miles of metalled roads, and 18506 miles
of unmetalled roads. The total expenditure on comarumicatious was
Ra. 99 lakhs, of which Rs. 60'38 lakhs were spent on origina) works and
Rs. 3862 lakhs on repairs. The original works consisted of improving
existing roads by metalling their surfaces after widening and wising
their embankments where this was necessary, replacing decayed timber
bridges by permanent ones and constructing new roads and parmancut
bridges in accordance with the five-) e.r programme of trunk road coe-
struction in the Thayetmyo, Magwe, Myingyan, Insein, Tharrawaddy,
Prome, Pegu, Toungoo, Yameéthin. Meiktila, Kyauksé, Sagaing, Shwebo
and Mandalay Districts. Feuder roads were made to stations on the
newly opencd railway lines from Bauktaw to Mingaladon, from Pego to
K.yan, ircm Moulmein to Ye and from Alon to Yeu. Two iswparant
frontier roads to replace mule tracks were started atthe end of the year,
one in the Myitkyina District from N'Sop (0 Sumprabure, and the other
in the Bhamo District, from Mansi to Namkham, on the frontier between
the Northern Shan States and China. The use of released convicts for
road constructivn has been mentioned in paragraph 59.

119. The expenditure on civil buildings was Rs. 123°2i lakbs,
compared with Rs. 107°54 lakhs in 1925-26 and
Bundings, Central and  Rg. 7168 lakhs in 1924-25. Rs 10871 hkhs
were spent on original works and Rs 14°%0
lakhs on repairs. These figures include Central and Provincial expendi-
ture, and the value of work done for iocal authorities and treated as
* Deposit works.” The principal projects undertaken were the
Rangoon Courts, the University buildings, the Medical Callege, the
Mental Hospital at Tadagale, Government Anglo-Vecrmacular High Schools
at Insein and Myingyan, a circuit house at Toungoo, a comt house at
Bassein, seed farm buildings at Mvaungmya and ‘Thatéa, buldimgs at
Fort Hert> and Sumprabum on the North-East Frontier, and work on
Mingaladon Cantonments, ninety per cen! of which project was
completed.
 Works completed during the vear comprised twelve bowses in
Windermere Park, Rangoon: 60 clerks' quarters at Rank‘aw near
Rangonn : Deputy Commissicnes’s quarters at Bassedn ; Civil Sarpenn’s
quarters at Myingyan ; Head Master's quarters at the Anglo-Verracular
High School, Sandoway ; quarters for the Divisional Forest Oficer and

the Revemie Assistant at Peyu ; quarters for Divisional Forest Officers
at Moulmein and Allanm

yo : qua E ¥ D. Am' l‘
ture at Mandalay and Mougne'i.tt\e?og:es fm-“lhc mm Foreadt
Officer at Toungoo and the Superintendent of Land Records at Pakékku;
seed farm buildings at Mud6n ; a Government High School at Mergui ;
:{:tep:tio:}a to the Government High School at Thatén ; a sub-jail at
t_gﬂmmo‘; ncgnm &: the police lock-up t6 a snh-iail, and construc-
at Palaw, Bassein and Icl:no;:&el;::mn S5 W00, iand Boies '

- —
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. The ex diture under the bead " Miscellaneous,” which
g TS inchudes water supply sad m-—-k'“:
Miscellaneous. Rs. 3'13 lakbs, compared with Rl.-I'll'S; $26
- i 1925.26. Rs. 1'87 lakhs were spent oo original works
|lgkhgs on repairs. Severa! tube wells were sunk and distribution mains
completed for the water supply to umnanl Government buildings at
Rangoon, Insein, Tharrawaddy, M y and Pysebwe.
tube wells were also sunk at Taumgdwin and P2 vilages
in the Kyauksé District. and for the town water supply at lasein
Work on *he main sewerade, subeidiary gewers, outfall ugrh and
sanitary installation tor the whole of the militery butidings at Mingaiadon
was continued and thrce-quarters completed. The sewerage system
for the Akyab Hospital was completed. The surveys of drainage
schemnes for Tharrawaddy, Henzada and Letpadan were taken up ; 3nd
estimates were prepared {or drainage schemes at Myanawug, Mergud and
Henzada, Improvements to roads in the Civil Station at Pakékkn we.e
also completed,

(#) Railways and Tramways.

121 The railways of the province continued to be worked by the
Burma Railways Company, Limited. Tbe total
Railways  Conatruction  mjleage of the system at the end of the year was
increased to 1,882°'57 miles by the opening of
76'86 miles of new lines to traffic. A length of 2297 miles was opened
on the Alon-Ye-u Railway, thus completing the linc as far as Ye-u. The
Pegu-Kavan branch (36°96 miles) and the AMandalay-Mada:: line (1693
miles), werc opened to passenger traffic in February 1927. Some 174
miles of line were under construction at the end of the year, incinding
72 miles of the Taungdwingyi-Kyaukpadaung Railway. 11 miles of the
Heho-layaw Railway, and 10} miles from Kavan to Thongwa, Work
was bexun on the Myingvan-Natogvi-Paleik Railway (69'49 miles) and
on the branch from Nyaunglebin to Madauk (11°17 miles). Impexial
survevs carnied out by the agency of the Burma Railways included the
Burma.Siam, Ye-Tavoy, Minbu-Pakdkku, Magwe-lirawaddy River,
Kyaukpadaung-Chauk and Lashio-Muose routes On receipt of the
report of the reconnaissance over the Sawdwa's Pass it was decided that
a connection with Arakan by this route was impracticahle.

122. Three fatalities occurred through earth falling on coalies working
i in cuttings and quarrics and a woman and a
Accidents and Interrup-  ¢|jild were hilled by a motor lorry which
_ swerved into them after colliding with a goods
train ; but only oncfatal accident occarved on the raibway linc itself. Two
trucks collided in hand-shunting on tlic Taungdwiagi- Kyantiadaomg
Construction, and a man who was knocked off one of them by the iapact
was run over, and died in hospital from the effects. A woman end a
child were seriously injured by a mixed train funning into two
wagons at Pwekawk station, A collision on the then unopened M V-
Madaya line seriously injured an Indian servart and damaged the
permanent way and a bridge. There were numercus other minor
derailments and petty accidents, but none was attended with srios
damage to person or prcperty. Stoppages aggregating 213 days were
cau:ﬁcd by floods along the iailway line, which were particubaed- acvere
during the rains of 1926. The main line in the neighbourhood of
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diture under the head " Miscellaneous,” which
il B includes mmmmw
4 Miscellaneous. Rs. 313 lakhs, compared with Rs, 11°52
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o+ 1625-26. Rs, 1'87 lakhs were spent on original works and

i:k}: on repairs. Several tube wells were sunk and M.ﬂ:

completed for the water supply to wimﬂ:mt Government buildings

Rangoon, Insein, Tharrawaddy, M Y upd Pyawbwe.

tube wells were also sunk at Taungdwin and ih?

in the Kyauksé District. and for the town water supply at Imsein.

Work on the main sewerage, subsidiary sewers, outfall works and

sanitary installation for the whole of the military butldings at Mingaiadon
1 was continued and three-quarters completed. The sewerage
for the Akyab Hospital was completed. The surveys of drainage
schemes for Tharrawaddy, Henzada and Letpadan were taken up ;
estimates were prepared for drainage schemes at Myanauug, Mergui.
Henzada. lmprovements to roads in the Civil Station at Pakikku we.e
also completed.

i
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(i1) Railways and Trammays.

121. The railways of the province continoed to be worked by the
Burma Railways Company, Limited. The total
Ralle it sSas cio”  mileage of the system at the end of the year was
increased to 1,882°57 miles by the opening of
76:86 miles of ncw lines to traffic. A length of 2297 miles was opened
on the Alon-Ye-u Railway, thus completing the line as far asYe-u. The
Pegu-Kavan branch (36'96 miles) and the Mandalay-Madar= line (1693
miles). were opened to passenger traffic in February 1927. Some 174
miles of line were under construction at the end of the year, iciuimg
72 miles of the Taungdwingyi-Kvaukpadaung Railway. 11 miles of the
Heho- | ayaw Railway, and 10} miles from Kavan o Thongwa. Work
was beyun on the Myingyan-Natogyi-Paleik Railway (69'49 miles) and
on the branch from Nyaunglebin to Madauk (11°17 miles), 1mperial
survevs carried out by the agency of the Burma Railways included the
Burma-Siam, Ye-Tavoy, Minbu-Pakdkku, Magwe-Irrawaddy River,
Kyaukpadaung-Chauk and Lashio-Muvse routes Omn receipt of the
report of the reconnaissance over the Sawbdmwa's Pass it was decided that
a connection with Arakan by this route was imjracticahle.

122. Three fatalities occurred through earth falling on coolies working
] in cuttings and quarriex and a woman and a
Accidents Sd Interrun-  lijild were hilled by a motor lorry which
) swerved into them after colliding with a goods
train ; but only one fatal accident occurred on the railway line itself. Two
triucks collided in hand-shunting on ilic Taungdaingi- Kyantimdaang
construction, and a man who was knocked off one of them by the iogact
was run over, and died in hospital from the effects. A woman and a
child were seriously injured by a mixed train running into two
wagons at Pwekawk station. A collision on the then unop=ned M y-
Madaya line seriously injured an Indian servart and damaged the
permanent way and a bridge. There were numcrous otber mimor
derailments and petty accidents, but none was attended with srios
damage to person or prcperty. Stoppages aggregating 211 days were
caused by floods along the railway line, which were mrticutarh- acvere
during the rains of 1926. The main line in the neighbourhood of
6
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Kyawks¢ was breasched in many places, and the interraption of tafic
between Rangooo ard Mandalay lasted 36 days. The Bassein line was
breached for 23 days in August 1926, and slips caused by rain inter.
tupted the Southern Shan States line for a similar length of bige in
October, and again for 6 days in November. The Mu Valley line, the
Prome line and the Thari-Myingyan line were also breuched on eevera)
occadons. Theannual recurrence of breaches on the Burma Ratways,
and the damage caused to roads, bridies and cultivatic:: by thse Goade,
Jed to the appointment of a Committee to investigate the caiies and to
recommend remadies  The Commitiee fonnd that the deteriomeien of
the waterways was due partly to natiural and partly to artifcial csnses,
and made a number of recommendations regarding ialer alia the training
of streams, and the examination of the adeyuacy of existing bridges and
embankments. The recommendations of the Committee were generally
accepted by the Local Government.

123. The number of passengers carried on the whole system during the
year «decreased by about 450,000 to 35,586,012,
The gross earnings fell by Rs. 33 hkbs to
Rs. 462 crores. At the sime time working expenses increascd oy
Rs. 6°92 lakhs, with the result that net earnings were Rs, 39°22 lakhs
Jower at s, 1'79 crores. The Company’s share of the proits earved in
the year 1925-26 but paid in 1926-27 was Rs. 49'48 takhe avainst
Rs.37°66 lakhs in the preceding vear. The chief items of cagir ng
expenditure were the doubling of the main line from Pyu to Kyuagon,
provision for handling through Liaffic at Moulmein, where the mouth of
the Salween River causes a break in the line, relaying parts of the Lashio
and Thazi-Myingi-an lines, and remodelling the warkshops at Insein and
Myitnge and the station vard at Thazi. The capital outlay during the
vear amounted to Rs. 121°09 lakhs, which brought the totul up to the
end of the year to Rs. 2944 crores. The chief items of capita)
expenditure were Rs. $6'71 lakhs on the nuin line. Rs. 33'47 lakhs on
’ the Taungdwingyi-Kyaukpadaung line, Rs. 16'52 lakhs on the Pegu-
Kayan line, I¢s. 13’83 lakhs on the Pegu-Moulmein line and Rs. 990
lakhs on the Heho-Tayaw linc. The Burma-Siam survey cost Rs. 1718
lakhs during the year. and the Minbu-Pakokku survey Rs. ‘61 lakh.

Traftic and Finance

124. There ‘was no further extension of the tramway system in
TeamigEys Rangoon during the year. The namber of

’ paswengers carried decreased by 818,000 to
38'538.151..poseibly owing to the compctition of motor buses. Receipts
declined somilarly bv about Rs. ‘40 lakh. The mileage tun was
computed at 263 million miles, against 2°42 million in the pracdam
year. The Mandaley Mzadays light milnay was closcd ou the ingt
of the metre-gauge railway. The Mandalay tramway system, :‘- miles
in lcpgth. carried 4°'62 million passcngters, agrinst 4'88 million in the
previous year, and the receipts were Rs. 3'73 lakhs agninst Rs. 395 bakhs.

(i) Canals.
125. 'The Twante Canal was maintained in good order throughout the
Navigation Canata, YoM 2t 2 cot of R, '67 lakh against Rs. 333
inkhs in the previous year. The igh cosl of 1523-26
Was due to & temporarydebit of Rs. 2'92 lakhs in that year for certain
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iny work carried out for local bodies which bad not b
g:dgrmh’:growrevmue receipts fell from Rs. 77 to Re. $'53lakhg,
the drop being due to the diversion to the Govermmed Estates Depart-
ment of rents fromland made over to itas vye!l as to a analler
of tolls in consequence of a slight decrease in traflic throggd the camal

The pross receipts from the Pegu-Sittang Canll rose from
laklis to Rs. 2°21 lukhs, the increxse being aplqmcd by the fact that
the canal was closed at the end of the preiwm jyc.o for Fepairs
to the lock pates at Tawa and Myitkyo. lee cost of ni iutenance
duringihe year amountcd to Rs. 1'73 lakhe agminet Ra. 712 lakhs in tbe

previous year, when Rs. 410 lakhs were spent on improving the casal

i

in widening and deepening the canal near the Tawa end at an expenditure
of Rs. 377 lakhs, which was treated as capital outlay.

Irrigation.

126, Irmigation works were reclassified during the year uader report
and the following works were iacladed ia the
Capital Accuunt Works. capital cLisg i

(1) Shwetachaung Caaal, Mandalay District.

(2) Shwebo Canal, Shwebo District.

{3) Ye-u Canal, Shwebo District.

(4) Zmwegyi River System, Ky:uukse District.

{5) Punlaung River System, Kyaukse District.

(6] MoOn Canals, Minbu District.

{71 Man Canals, Minlm District.

(8 Niciktila Lake, Meiktila District.

These systems were treated as productive works.

9) Mandalay Canal. Mandalay District.

{10) Nyaungvan Minhla Tank, Meiktila District.

{11) Kvaukse Tank, Yamethin District.

(12) Salin Canals, Minbu District.

(13) Pantaung River Improvement Scheme.

These works were classified asunproductive works, that is to say the
revenue derived from each wasnot suffcient to pay theanmmal warking
expenses and interest chaspes calculated at the prescnibed rates.

The capital expenditure on the Shwebo Canal during the year amounted
toRs. 92 Jakh and was spent on river traing works at the hmdworks of
the canaland on works commected with the renodeliing of the whole canal
svstem. The latter was begun in the greceding year and wus DocEm-
tated by the graduxzl silting of minor chanmeis and wamsummwes
conséquence of scouring action in the main ctannds. The chasnels

Ye-u Canal amounted to Rs. ‘55 lakh and was incuired on twinging
to ¢ etion soch of the distributaries and VR owrws as ware not
compitted when the project estimate was clossd in 1923 . Good
Progress was made on reinodelling the Zidaw and Kinda Camals, the
Capital expended on them durmg the year belug Re. ‘62 24 R:. ‘68
lakh regpectively. A sum of Rs. ‘53 lakh was spent oo the
tion of the Kalahaung Distributary of the Man Canals Project, which was

5
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begun in the year 1922-23, and was practically completed at the end
of the year. Materials werc collected for the coumstraction of the
proposed extension of the Mén Canals, known as the Novrth Mén Caaal
Project, and for the remodelling of the existing Salin Canals systewm.
The capital suins 50 spent amounted to Rs. 17 lakh snd Rs. “43 kb
respectively. The bund of the Kyauksé Tank was raised at a capital
cost of Rs '18 lakh. Work wac continuc:* on the embankment on the
left bauk of the Thapangaing outfall chauns!. Mandnlay Canal, the
capita]l expenditure during the year amoonting ic Rs. ‘14 lakh. The
design for ihe Nyaungval dan in conncction with the Pantammy River
Improvement Scheme had to be revised as it was found that the escage
over the saddle on the right flank originally prepared would oot be
posaible except at prohibitive cost. The masonry overflow dam was
therefore increased in length by 20 feet and the high flood level of the
reservoir raised one foot The revised estimate excevded s, 50 lakhse
and thus required the sanction of the Secretary of Stale. Pending this
sanction work was confined during the vear to coastructing a railway
siding, 20 miles in length, to the site of the dam at Nyaungiyat ; good
progress was made. the line being almost completed at the end of the
year. The exceptional floods of October 1926 camed several breaches
to the railway siding, which were repaired and extra waterway
provided.
The supplies of water were sufficient for the uTigation works in the
Shwebo, Minbu and Yamethin Districts, but were poor in the early part
of the year for the works in the Mandalay, Mciktila ar ! Kyaoke
Districts. Heavy rains fell in the months of S-ptember and O:tober
. and caused much damage to a great many of the umngaton systam,
' but without seriously affecting the crop. The total area imgated doring
5 the vear by all works of the capital class was 715,551 awes agamst
' 699,762 acres urigated by e same works in the previous vear. The
i areas irrigated by the Shwebo Canal and the ‘Mon Canals were the
l highest on record, amounting to 180,266 and 70,002 acves against the
previous record figures of 172,470 and 69,375 acvres respectively.
The gross receipts amounted to Rs. 29792 lakhs and the warking
l@:khpens«:s to Rs. 17°01 lakhs, leaving a net revenue balance of Rs. 12°91
s.

127. The arca irrigated by works for which capital accounts are not
. Worxs, W€ totalled 76,873 acrew, which isan increase of
e % " 4.947 acres over the area immigated by the same
works in the previous year. The increase was due to larger areas
iTignted Ly works in the Meiktila, Yaméthin, Myingyan and Magwe
’ Districts. where favourable rainsfell in November. All works under this
{ category, with the exception of the Mu Canal, are dependent on loal
rainfall for their supply of water. Taken individually they are not
important enough to have separate capital or revenue acconnts keqt for
them and s0 have been relegated, under the revised classification. to
the class of works for which neither capital nor revemoc accounts
are kept. :
T.he gross revenue from these works during the year amounted to
Rs. 156 lakhs and the expenditure of all kinds upon them was Rs. 136

lakhs jncluding the cost of preliminary surveys and investigation of new
N imgation schemes,




CHAPTER V.
REVENUE AND FINANCE.

KFPERENCES (=

Report on the Maritime Trade and Customs Administration of Bama
for the official year 1926-27. ¢

Annual Statement of the Sea-borne Trade and Navigat.on of Burma
with Foreign Countries and Indian Ports for the official yez.
1926-27.

Annual Statement of the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation of Bril
India with the British Empice and Forcign Countries, Volume 1.

Report on :hc Administration of Salt Revenue in Burtaa during tbe
vear 1926-27,

Report on the Excise Admiistration in Burma during the year
1926-27.

Report on the Land Revenue Administration of Burma during the
vear ended the 30th June 1927.

Note on the Administration of the Stamp Revenue in Burmma duriny
the vear ended the 31st March 1927,

Report on Forest Administiation in Barma for the year cnding the
st March 1927,

Adinini-tration Report of the Public Works Department, Barma
(Irrigation Branch), for the year 1926-27.

Review of the Reports on the workinyg f District Councils in Burtaa
for the vear 1926-27.

Keport on the Municipal Admimstration of the City of Rangooo for
the vear 1926.27.

Review of the Reports on the working of Municipal Committees in
Burma (except Ranyoon) (luring the year 1926-27.

Administration Report of the Commissioners for the Port of Rangoan
from the 1st April 1926 to the 31st March 1927,

Seventh Annual Report on the working of the Rangoon Development
Trust for the year 1926.27.

Statisticyl Abstract for British India, Volumes Il and IV.

Financial Relations between Central and Provincial
Governments.

128. There was no change during the year in the hnancial relations
between the Central and Provincial Governments, as described in
paragraph 219 of the Renrort on the Administration of Burma for the
year 1921.22, The principal central heads of revenue were customs,
g’;:} on :ncome, salt and ports and pilotage, the remaining neuas Leing

ncial.
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The contribution required to be paid by the Govarnment of Barma
to the Central Government was reduced permanently by Re. 7°12 lakbs
A psmanent remission of Rs. 6'65 lakhs had been given in the (weviom
year, and this further remission reduced the 2rnnual cowtribution to

Rs. 5023 lakhs. The temporary remission of Rs. i3 lakihs gransed in
the year 1925.26 was not repeated.

(e} Central Revenue and Finance.

129. There was a furtl;er incr?.';e :;I bogi receipts and b;xpendltr& itrre

of central funds. eceipts rose 4499

Total Centra! Figures. jakhs net to Rs. 976'43 lakhs, the greater part
of the increase teing due to Customs and Taxes on Income, which are
dealt with in the following paragraphs. There was also an increase of
Rs. 5°88 lakhs owing to a smaller remission of the provincol cuwtrn-
butio:. to the Central Government. Receipts from opiom, to which
reference is made in paragraph 134, ceased to accrue. Central expen-
diture amounted to Rs. 148°85 lakhs, or Rs. 217 lhkhs more than in the
previous vear. The Naga Hills and Triangle expeditions aucounted
for most of the increase of Rs. 6'97 lakhs under the political hesd of
account. Ports and Pilotage charges rose by Rs. 275 lakhs owing to
the transfer from the Royal Indian Marine estimates of the cest of
vessels employed in tending coast lights. A lakhk of rupces mote tnan
in the previous year was spent on charges for the collection of incomre-
tax, and there was a risc of Rs. 95 lakh in certain interest charges
Interest on ordinary debt was, however, Rs. 559 lakhs lower. and the
Customs and Salt Departments cost necarly Rs. 4 lakhs less than in
1925-2A.  Salt charges in that year were swollen by the payment of

arrears due to the Provincial Government for work dope on behalf of
the Central Government.

130. The totail revenve from Customs was Rs. 68927 Lkhs an
b icrease of Rs. 2079 lakhs on the previoas

) vear's hgures. while expenditure decreased by

Rs. 056 lakh to Rs. 1041 lakhs. Incrcased revemoe vwns viclded
by imports of liquors, sugar, tobacco. matches, articles of food and drink,
iron and steel and silk piece-goods. and by the excise duties on motor
spirit and Kkerosene ; but there was o decrease in veccipts from the
export duty on rice. The {all in expenditure was mainly on account of

overtime and holiday allowarces, Suuday labow fees and (he purchase
of fittings for the Rangoon Custom "I'.:;::e ces and Lhe

131. During the year under report the administration of four
Taxes on 10come ‘il?di}lonal cg:tricts in Lower Burma and of fqm;

1 UPper Burma was taken over Ly the speocial

ll‘}mﬂ;-;? E:vf\rtaent. With the exception of the Tavoy and Mesga
mn"*'i of the rorrer Purma which were taken over immediately ajter the
A “et{?r' the digtricts refnnininu utder the Wliiaiztiotivn o ?‘he

view, | at are not of much importance (rom the incame-tax paint




CENTRAL REVENUE AND FINANCS,

n
nemlwoibcome-mamhlhem again rose from

27,865 (031,111 and
-3 Province whole the total collections
= (incteding  smper-
In lakhs of rupees. tax) froin Ra, 184°88
No.of | tncome- [ o i lakhs to Ka. 20588
Year. ‘ll“‘ e ST N lnkhs,
o £ TR W an advanceof ll.’kg
fer cenl. over
o2 17,080 16268 4630 14508 -
ma-zs e | 25003 12013 37 29 7742  vezisations of the
1925-20 .. | 27,865 12565 5920 1s4ss  previous vear, The
192027 ... | 30LML 1407661 6822 | 20588  table in the margin
shows the number

of
net collections {income-tax and super-tax) for the four years including
e year of report.
The conesponding figures for Rangoon are given in the mangin.

The bulk of the
increase of 10721
Raisgoon hklnoverthr pre-
vious year's figures
In lakhs of ropees. was contributed by
v Companic-.

vear | N ol | IOME | Super-tax. | Total The share of
g e gy 3

; e to

124 | 9 104 4534

19235 .| 9238 o114 s-iu '.3‘5.3“1 ernment under De-
vy O qags2 | osoo | 3721 | 1s121 volution Rule 15
w627 137 9903 623 161°42 increased from
Rs, 938 hkhs to

i 1924, Imports of foreign salt increased slightly to 217 million
:x_uu;:;l:‘.‘ &(‘;aét froﬂ: luli'::n Eac? Africa (193460 maunds in 1925-26)
suppeared from the morket, and impoils from Germany dropped
447,662 to 352,256 maundds. These were ma than eon‘:l:.—
halanced by larger imports from Aden and Port Said. Salt from Great
Britun mcreased by 51,305 maunds 10 150,852 mawwds. laports
Indian ports were almost doubled at 28954 maunds. Although the
total s increased, less foreign salt was withdrawn from boad than
in 1925.26, and the customs duty fell from Rs. 27°52 lakhs to Rs. 26
lakhs, The average wholesale price of foreign salt at Rangoon rose
E’-ﬁf’&“} Rs. 2-5‘.:] pctaemaund- The increase of price was shared by all
oreign salt, cheapest being Port Said at Rs. 2-2-6, and
dearest Liverpool at Rs. 2-11-10, R -
In the Kyaukpyu District the local salt boilers were said to have
Proiiled by the demonsiiation of improved mcthods »t the Government
(actory. Most of the licensees in the Bassein District clung to the old
torm of furnace. In Thatdn District, as before, operations were hindered

i
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by the dificulty of obtaining fuel Salt bailing in the

District ceased owing to the deterioration ¢f brine. The outpat of

Burma salt from districts under the system of direct ‘vxation of imnes
amounted to 568,898 mauads, and that from areas where 2 cowposition
duty is levied was estimated at 36,593 maunds. The tutal output
for Burma was 13,235 maunds highcr than in the previom
year. The duty realised was Rs. 732 lakhs from direct duty and
Ra. 18,924 from composition fees. The average wholesale price of
Burma-manufactured salt rogse to Re 2-6-9 ner mend,

133. The counsumption of forvign salt fell from 2°20 to 2 14 mifhon
maunds. That of Barma salt, excloding salt issmed
Consumption of Salt. 4, ¢y free for industria) pucposes, increased from '5S
million maunds to ‘62 million maunds. The percentage of Burma walt
consumed to the whole consumption was 22°3. against 20 in the grevios
vear. The percentage of German salt dropped heavily. The provincaal
average retail price for all kinds of salt was Rs. 4-6-1. The average
anmuaal cost of salt per head decreased froimn Re. 0-15-4 to Re. 0-14.9.
The average consumption per head increased slightly to 17735 Ihs.

134. Tlere were no receipts from or expenditure on opwm on
O, behalf of Central revenues. Under a revised
arrangement introduced in 1925-26 the co= of

optum supplied to the provincial Goveroment was debited in the Looks
of the Accountant-General, United Provinces. The receiphs of R 462

lakhs in 1925-26 were on account of opium in stock in the vanams
treasuries in Burma on the 1st April 1925,

(b) Provincial Revenue and Finance.

135, The total provincial ac\'cuue for the vear 1926-27 amounted to

, Rs. 10°36 crores, a decrease of Rs 3 lakhs

Towl Prownclal Figures. 0 campared with the realisatians of the previous
vear, while the cxpenditure mse by Rs. 67 lakhs to Rs. 11792 crotes.
The principal items of vanation are noted below. The income from
irrigation works decreased by Rs. 19°38 lakhs owing mainly to larger
expenditure on embankments and to the acjustment of the loss on the
working of the Dredger Division. whose accounts are kept on a com-
mercial basis. Liand Revenue collected in the fnancial year 1926-27
declined by Rs. 1i°54 lakhs. The variations in the collections for the
agricultural year ending on the 30th lune, 19?27 are disrnssed in pan-
graphs 11 and 136. The receipts on account of loans and advances
made by the Provincial Government were Rs. 17715 bikhs less
than in the previous vear. The sumaller remission of the provimcial
contribution to the Central Government reduced receipts by Rs. 588
lakhs, and extraordinary receipts were affected by the fact that the
Government of India paid only half as much toward the cost of
the Mingaladon Cantonment as in the preceding year. Excise, o0

the other hand, yielded an enhanced revenue of Rs. 9°21 lakhs, and
Forest an increase o

e O Rs. 774 lakhs Further details concerning
this revenue will be tound in ragraphs 137 and 142. The increased
)'ield’OI the income-tax has been mentioned. and the Local Gover-
ment’s share increased pan passy by Rs. 539 lakhs The revenue

T—
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ivil works and miscellancous revenue showed an appreciable rise.
!lr{:’?irc\creased provincial expenditore was due, among ?tha canses, tO

i lice, which ahsorbied Rs. *85 lakhs more
the higher cost of the police, ¥
than in the year 1925-26. The reasons for strengthenins the police
have been mentioned in Chapter I1I. The steady advances
education and medical and public health matters involved gr
increased cxpenditure.  Education was responnt?le for a rise
Ks. 16°64 lakhs, the :Medical Department for Rs. 9 ?5 lakhs, and
Public Health Department for Rs. 13 lakhs. Spe\:m'l wrants to
Rangoon University Building Trust, the Dufferin Maternity, !l‘oupltal apd
the Mandalay General Iospital helpad to swell the expenditure under
these heads. There was an increase of Rs. 907 lakhs nnder Laans
and Advances. and superannuation allowancer, chiefly owing to the
greater advantige tiaken of the privilee of commuting pensions. t
Rs. 7'32 lakhs more than in the previousyear. The payment by the Local
Government under its guarantee of the loss on the working of the
Moulmein- Y'¢ railway accounted for an increase of Rs. 8°18 lakhs under
misceliancous expenditure.  The cost of general administration and the
administration of justice also showed an increase. The expenditure on
ports and pilotage decreased owing to the larger recoveries made (rom
otiier departments for the hire of vessels and to the smaller subsidies paid
1o steunship companies.  Civil works expenditure benefited to. the extent
of Rs. 984 lakhs by the transfer to other heads of charges for the
<or Aruction of the Mingalidon Cantonment and the Mergui sea-wallL
Excise expenditure fell by Rs. 857 Liklis in the circumstances
mentioned in - paragraph 137.  Under the head * Constnuction of
Rilways " there was a write-back of Rs 5 lakhs to  Civil Works."
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130, For the agricultural vear ending the 30th june 1927, the receipts
under the head land revenue, excluding the share
of land revenue credited to the Irrigation Depart-
ment bt including collections of capitation-tax, thathamada, fishery
revenue and other miscellaneous land revenue, amounted to Rs. 526'SO
lakhs or Rs. 424 lakhs more than in the previous year. Variations
under land revenue proper have been discussed in Chapter 11 of this
report.

Collections of capitation-tax in Lower Burma increased by Rs. 91
lakh to Rs. S8'96 lakhs and the number of assessees by over 2,800.
Remissions increased from Rz 2'43 lakhs to Rs. 249 lakhs. The
carresponding houselhiold tix in Upper Burma produced Rs. 43'29 lakhs,
or about Rs. 16,000 more than in the previous vear. the number of
assessed househeldy having ricen hy 12 R62.  Remissions of this tax were
larger than in the previous year. Land rate in lieu of capitation-tax,
imposed in certain towns in Lower Burina, showed a slight decrease.
The total collections from fishery revenue increased from Rs. 4497 lakhs
to Rs. 47°39 lakhs. This increase was paitly due to the enhancement of
license fees for certain fishing implements and partly to the energetic
action taken by Township Officers and Fishery Inspectors in some
districts in preventing unlicensed fishing. Collections of miscellaneous
revenue rose from Rs. 4339 lakhs to Rs. 43'76 lakhs. Rents and
rovalties on petroleum. mmbies. iade and amber showed a fall of over
Rs. 77,000. Royalties on other minerals produced an increase ot over
half a lakh. The increase under rents of town lands and other ' miscel-
laneous land revenue was Rs. ‘64 lakh.

Land Revenue
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137, After omitting the amount credited to Escise on acconnt of

e eatablishmont charges debitable to cpatral
Rpe-Ganerat venues, and deducting refun W, the
revenue was Rs. 132'92 lakhs, or an incremse of Ra. 12 74 ovey
receipts for the previous year. But certain liquor licenses «:ve sold
fourteen months instead of twelve, and if the receipts from these
are reduced by one-scventh, the excess is only Rs, 1'#4
was an increase in receipts from liguor and a decres®o in
opium ; but the latter was partly inade up by an increase in
{oicitures, under which head were credited the se'e proceedy
coanfiscated opium. The gross erpenditure was Rs. 7'96 lakhs bow.z
than in the previous year, when the cost of opium supplied to the
department was swoilen by abnormal ciccumstances. If the cost price

of opium be excluded, the total charges were Rs. 17°85 lakhs, or Rs. °19
Iakh less than in 1925-26.
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13>, The registers of liceused opium smokers remained clmed, and
TR receipts from the sale of opium declined in
——— almost every district. The quantity of opium
issued to shops decreased by 14 par cenl. to 25,059 seers.  The average
annual consumption per 100 of the population fell similarly to 0°21 sexx.
The conscquence was a further decline in receipts rom sales to
Rs. 33712 lakhs,against Rs. 3572 lakhs in the previous year.. But the fall
was not actually so great as these figures would indicate, biecause cov-
siderable stocks of confiscated opium were issucd in licu of excise opmm
through shops in frontier districts. and the sale proceeds were aedited
as ' fines and forfeitures.” The number of shops remained unchanged
at 122, and the averase profit per licensee decrcased to Rs. 978. This
sum. however, was considered sufficient to attract suitable candidates foc
licenses, provided that they were not cxpected to give much help. ia
detection.  Seizures of contraband opium declined from the abnesmally
high level of 1925.26, and amounted to 379.808 tolas; this is still,
however, the second highest iigure cver reached in the province. The
biggest single seizure was one of over 12,000 tolas in the Insein District.
The opinion was expressed that the exceptionally large seizures of
the two previous yvears and the increased severity of the action taken
against smugglers in the Delta districts had appreciably reduced the
smugiling of Indian and Shan opium. 1t is difficult to say whether this
opinion was justified ; the fact remains that the price of the illicit article
was not affected.  There was 1o mataial increase or decrease in the
taste tor opium. There wis an increase in the number of prosecutions
&r.:_('l‘cr the Opium Act, and the percentage of convictions rose slightly to

139. The volume of fgrcign spirit imported into Burma increased by
per cend. to 236,052 gallons and the value roee

Excles-Alcoholic Liouors.  1,"Rs. 309 lakhs to by 32 lakhs. ~ The imports
of spirits are gradually approaching the pre-war (1912-13) byures of
263933 gullons. The yreatest advance was again recorded in inported
brandy, mainly from France. Imports of whisky and gin, chiefly supplicd
by the United Kingdnr:, both increased, Forcign beers imported rose
by 21 per cent. to 714,303 yillons, which is still heli « salisww s3lors
total issucs of " foreign spint’” manu-

factured at the two distilleries in Burma rose by nearly 5,000 gallons to
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ndon proof wallons. The tasifi ratc of duty was ceducad eerly
?,?’&tyle‘gr from Rs. 21-14-0to Rs. 17-8-0 a gallon. Fﬂﬂrwﬂ
on 10.788 London proof allons. and the total revenne was
Rs. 243 lakhs against Rs. 2'08 lakhs in the prevaous yea walwd
six hundred and twenty-four gallons were mued at the special rate
Rs. § per glon for the manufacture of medldnl preparalions. Beer
monufactured at the Mandalay Brewery declined in popularity, and issues
were over 11,000 gallons lower at 170,125 galloos apparestly bacnee
the licensees made a higher protit on imported beevs. The duty realised
fell trom Rs. 87 taki iv IRs. ‘83 Jakh, No clcnatured spirit e issued
from Burma distilleries. Imports of methylated spirit gmnied from
Y812 gallons to 19806 galions, and the amount of imparted spirit
denatured in Rangoon and issued from bond was 54,076 pslians against
S7.371 galions in 1925.26. Denutured spirit was used chiefly for
manufacturing varnishes and furniture polish.  The revenue from coustry
spirits showed an apparent increase of Rs. 58 fakh to Ra 14°18 lakhs ;
but o1 administrative reasons licenses were sold for 14 months in
1926-27. mstead of the usual period of 12 nonths. and it allowasce be
made for this fact. the proportionate revenue for 12 woaoths would be
Rs. 42 lakh lower than iu the previous vear.  Duty on spirits prodmced
rather more than half the revenue under this head. Tas: license fees
showed & marked increase at Rs. 1434 lLikhs for [4 monmths or
Rs. 1229 luakhs for 12 months ; but the circumstances were abgormal,
since the tourteen months period included two extra hot-weather months,
in which the consumption of tari is highest. The revenue from country
fermented liquor other than tars, reduced to o twelve mouths basis, was
considerably higher at Rs. 4187 fakhs.

140. The licit consumption of ganje in Burma 18 an inhnitesimat
! quantity' used for the treatment of sick elephants,
Ganjk, Cosarne S There is however a considerable taste for the
drig among the Indian population. and the
Capitation and Thathameda Taxes Enquiry Committec, whose report was
submitted during the vear under review, recommended the retail sale of
gana by Government to registercd Indian consmners on the ground that
prohibition was ineffective.  Seizwes of illicit hemp drugs fell from
546,839 tolis to 191,281 tolas, owing to the absence of lange seizures of
hemp caltivation.  Reduced seizures in Rangoon were attributed to the
destruction of cultivation in the previous year ; prices, lowever, were
unchanged.  The guantity of cocaine seized decreased to 26,526 grains
from 565,673 grains in he Previous year wad 705,792 ywrains in 1924.25,
The price of the illicit article rose steeply, and there was reason to
believe that the measures taken for the control of cocaine in Europe were
hmiting the traffic.  The breaking up of Japanese smuggling gmugs 1
R{l"ﬂoou also had its cffect.  As in the previous year. there were no
seizures of illicit morphia. though i small quantity was seized on account
of merely technical offences.

1. The total revenue from stamps wis alinost stationary at Rs. 68°68
Stamis lakhs. There was little change in receipts under

: theCourt Fees Act, which amounted to Rs. 33°15

|7l!ths. or in those wnder the Stamp Act, which were Rs. 3$'S3lakhs. Vari-
ativus occurred in severat districts but for the most pait e Lai@s were
‘?,b““"& A cyclone in Akyab District was responsible for a fall in the
sales of non-judicial stamps there, and in Shwebo District three
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successive bad seasons forced cultivators to mortzage their land, invol.
ving increased sales of stamps. The expansion of sales of

stamps noticed in 1925-26 did not continue, and figures for 1026.

well below the average of the previous three years. Charges for the
year rose from Rs. 333 lakbs to Rs. i
collections of the additional stamp du

Apparently sales of land
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following vear. The cost of general supervision increased
lakh to Rs. "15 lakh. The cost of stamps supplied show
decrease at Rs. '15 lakh. The reduction of the number of stamp-
vendors, by the withdrawal of licenses from those who did not make

of them, continued, and there were only 1,273 vendors in the year
review. The discount allowed to vendors decreased slightly to Rs. 1'02
lakhs. Realisations of duty and penalties recovered by the Courts or by
revenue officers amounted to Rs. ‘34 lakh, although fewer cases were
dealt with than in the previous year.

142. [he forest revenue during the year amounted to Rs 21738
v lakhs, against Rs. 20962 lakhs, and the expendi-
pease ture to Rs. 8375 lakhs, against Rs 84°29 lakhs
in the previous year. The net surplus was Rs. 13363 Iakhs, against
Rs. 125'32 lakhs in the previous years Both revenue and surplus are the
highest on record, owing mainly to a substantial revival of trade.
Lower expenditure was due to the partial closing down of department~]
operations in divisions other than the Myitmaka Extraction Division and
the stoppage of shipping timber to London for sale through the ageacy
of Messrs. W. W. Howard Bros. & Co.

143. The gross revenue receipls [rom irrigation works of all kinds
amounted to Rs. 31'48 lakhs and working expeuses
cf&“‘:mw to Rs. 18°37 lakhs, giving a net revenue of Rs. 13°11
lakhs, against Rs. 19°12 lakhs in the previous
year. Revenue receipts from the Twante and Pegu-Sittang Canals
amounted to Rs. 775 lakhs, and the working expenses were Rs. 240
lakhs, leaving a net balance of revenue of Rs. 535 lakhs : the ¢
ing figures of the previons year were Rs 772 lakhs, Rs. 10'65 lakhs and
Rs. 2°93 lakhs respectively. The gross revenue from embankment and
drainage works of the capital class amounted to Rs. 1917 lakhs. the
working expenses to Rs. 1177 Likhs, and the ne! revenuc to Rs. 740
lakhs, against Rs. 11'93 lakhs in the previous year. The expenditure of
?ll ku‘:ds during the year on navigation, embankment and drainage works
t;'n!'":‘-'--!Ch_nc sapital accouiils ae hepl amounted o Rx. 1370 juklis ; the
of this expenditure was incurred nmainly on improving the water-
ways which are used for navigation purposes. The expenditure on the
same class of works in the previous year was Rs. 1604 lakhs.

(c) Local Funds.

144. The total receipts of the 28 District Councils, excluding opening
Punds, Deputy DAlances and debt transactions, amounted t0
M Rs. 95'48 lakhs, against Re. 81°58 lakhs in the
Funds, previous year. There was a further ncrease

: . .. inreceipts from cess on land revenue in the
Lower Burma Districts, which amounted to Rs. 3637 lakhs, as compared
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1 Rs. 3257 lakhs.  Much of the increase was due to arrears of cows
‘:;::,11{ sshoulcl have been made over to the District Councils in the
previous year by the revenue oftices through whoee agency it is
collectecl.  Of the revenune which the Councils colicct lgnder their own
powers, that from markets, sla_ughter-hpust_:s and Pawnsi 2ps showed a
tendency to increase. Provincial contributions to District Councils rose
from Rs. 3204 lukhs to Rs. 3673 lakhs. Theve contributions, which
were calculated on the principles described in  paragraph 144 of the
Report on the Admmstration of Rurma tor 1%25-20. mcm_oed Rs. 181
lakhs for the opening of 226 new vernacular schools in poor and
backward areas, and Rs. ‘78 lakh for the teaching of English in
vernacular schools.  The Local Government matle other grants for the
improvement of water supplies and for hospitals and other forms oi
medicalrelief.  The receipts of the 22 Deputy Commissioners’ Local
Funds increased from Rs. Y26 lakhs to Rs. 11°96 lakhs, of which Rs. 836
lahbs was contributed by provincial revenues.

The total payments of District Councils, excluding debt trammactious,
tosv by ~hout Rs. S lakhs to Rs' 7694 lakhs. There was an increase
in the cost o) gencral administration and over Ra 34 lakhs was spent
on vernacular education against Rs. 2893 lakhs in the previous year.
The expenditure ou medical and public hcalth services, al‘mlh bigher
than i the previous year, was little more than a third of that on
education. District communications absorbed Rs. 1067 lakhs, or a
little ovei Rs. 2 lakhs less than in the previons year. The expeo-
diture would have been higher had the Public Works Oepartomnt beex
ahic to cury out all the works for which funds were provided The
expenditure of Deputy Commissioners’ Local Funds increased to Rs. 987
lakhs, more than half ot which was devcted to vermacular eduation
Sulatentually less than in the previous year was spent by these funds on
di<trict conimunications.

Circle Funds, for the recasons mentioned in paragraph 69, have pot
yct come into existenge.

N

145. The ordinary or revenue account of the Rangooon tion
opened with a balance of Rs. 287 lakhs

Ranwoon MEREEE Receipts amountcd to Rs. 85'84 lakhs agminat
Rs. 8059 lakhs in the previous year. and

expenditure to Rs. 82'18 lakhs, against Rs. 80°3S lakhs The closing
balance was thus increased to Rs. 6'53 lakhs. As in the previoos yqear,
the receipts included g:ants from Government of Rs. 40,000 for the
upkeep of the Contagious Diseases and Observation Hospitals, and
Rs. 3,500 for the conservancy of monasteries; and contributions ot
Rs. 10.000 from the Rangoon Port Commissioners, and Rs, 5,000 from
the Development Trust.  Of the increase in receipts Rs. 2°46 lakhs was
derived from collections of rates and taxes. The gross demand,
including arrears, was Rs. 61°78 lakhs of which Rs. 58°59 lakhs or 94'84
fer cent. was collected, and Rs. "98 lakh or 1'59 per cent. was remitted. The
increase was due to the revision of assessments in three circles, and to
the assessment of new properties, including the race-course at Kyaikkasan.
Rents brought in Rs. '19 iakh more than in the previous year ; sale
priveeds of buildings increased by Rs. 54 wkli, and inieiesi 00
investments by Rs. '20 lakh, owing to additional investments for the
sinking fund. A premium of Rs. 1’16 lakhs was realised on the new
loan mentioned below. Recoveries on account of services cendered t0
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private individuals rcse by Rs. "41 lakh, and other items (
Rs. 1'10 lakhs. Conservancy receipts declined by Rs. ‘17 lakh, revenue
from markets and slaughter-houses by Rs. "32 lakh, and pawn-shop
license fees by Rs. ‘29 lakh. The ordinary expeuditure was Rs 183
Iakhs higher than in 1925-26. An increasc of Re. | Y1 lakhs under
crmservancy was due to revision of pay. the engagement o sdditiona!
staff and the purchase of motor lorries. Interest charges on the new
joan accounted for an increascd expenditure of Rs. 213 lakhs
Expenditure on educaiion iuse by Rs, 00 lakl, refuidis by K. 69 iakh,
and sanitation charges by Rs. 51 lakh. On the other hand, was
decrease of Rs. 101 lakhs in expenditure on miscellancous items,
mainly because the Strand Market was made over to the Port Commis-
sioners and the transfer of stall rents tu that body was discontinued. Other
decreases were Rs, ‘98 lakh representing the discount on the 6 percend,
fnan issued in 1925, Rs. "534 lakh on water supply, Rs. 37 lakh on
payments to the sinking fund and Rs. 40 lakh on hospitals and dispen-
saries, the cxpenditure on which had been swollen in the previous yearby
ihe severe epidemic of smafl-pox and the comstruction of additional
wards., All the three service funds improved their financial position
during the vear, but the hghting tax fund was the only one to wipe off
its previous debit and cstablish a credit balance. The ondinary
receipts of this fund were nearhy a lakh of rupees in excess of fhe
expenditure. and the closing balance was Rs: "64 lakh. The water-tax
fund, with an income from taxes of Rs. 14°21 lakhs and from interest, elc.
of Rs. 2’76 lakhs. spent Rs. 8'13 lakhs on equipment, establishment and
refunds, but was handicapped by loan charges amounting to Rs. 858
lakhs. The debit bulance was Rs. 42°61 lakhs, against Rs. 4801 lakhs
in the preceding year. The ordinary receipts of the conservancy-tax
fund were Rs. 20'65 lakhs, and the ordinary expenditure Rs. 20094 lakhs.
The debit balance wus reduced from Rs. 4402 lakhs to Rs. 4119 lakhs.
The debt of the Corporation at the beginning of the year, after
excluding loans aggregating Rs. 34°52 lakhs which were raised by the
old Municipal Committee and for which the Development Trust is now
responsible, amounted to Rs. 198°37 lakhs. An instalment of Rs. 58
lakh was paid from revenue against a loan raised in 1887, and interest,
sinking fund and manarment charges amounted to Rs. 1554 lakhs. An
invitation to subscribe fora 30 year loan of Rs. 4090 lakhs bearing
interest at 54 per cenl. per annum produced tenders amounting to Rs. 126’84
lakhs. Tenders at Rs. 102-8-0 per cent. and above were accepted in full ;
the average rate of accepied tenders was Ks. 102-13-5 fer ceni. The
terms obtained were decidedly more favourable than in the previeus
vear, when the average rate of accepted tendersfor a 30 vear loan at
6 per cenl. was only Rs. 97-7-7 per cenl. The balance of loans outstanding
at the end of the year was Rs. 23870 lakhs, and the total face value of
securities in the sinking fund Rs. 71°24 lakhs.

146. The following figures do ot include those relating to Kyémpraw

: the end of December 1927. The remaining 56
municipalities in the province, apart from opening balances of Rs. 2591
lakhs and debt accounts of Rs. 659 lakhs, had an income of Rs. 7458
hkh.,orks.ﬂlaklnmcreuunmthemedingm. Rewcipts Jom
rates and taxes rose slightly to Rs. 31°66 lakhs ; revenue derived from
municipal pr and powers other fhan taxation showed a small
increase at Rs. 3178 lakhs. Receipts from motor.car Bcenses continmed

YRS

¥




J—

3

LOCAL FUNDS,

sworv, and pawn-shop license fees rose by over hadf a lakh nf rupees ;
:::.lf“:;,c income from markets and siaughter-houses fell off a::iﬁe-
Grants and contributions were raised by over Rs. 3 lakhs, chiefly owing
to Government grants for water-supplics. The only loans made by
Government duriny the yeur were one of Rs. | J=kh to Moulmein
Municipality. and one of Ra. 44.000to Taungdwingyi Mu:r«.‘igftllty. The
invidence of taxation per head of population rosc from 1.9.3-12-9§o
Rs. 3.14-2, and was highest in Maymyo (Rs. 9.-7-0! and lowest in
R,awgin (Rs. 1.8-2). Arrcars of taxcs, wiOuilig W nearly Rs. 23
lakhs. showed o slight improvement upon the previous year. Twelve
municipalities collected over 99 per cent. of the demand. and two
collected less than 75 per cent.  Very few of the municipal service funds
were able to show a credit balaucz, although in theory the receipt. of
such funds should not be less than the outgoings -

Municipal expenditure fell from Rs. 67°46 lakhs to Rs. 6532 lakhs,
The cost of gencral administration continued to rise, although refunds
accounted for Rs. 1'11 lakhs out of the total of Rs 7' lakhs. Lighting
expenditure increased further to Rs. 552 lakhs. Capital expenditure on
water-supplivs shrank by over two-thirds to Rs. *57 lakh. Tbe cost of
maintaining hospitals and dispensaries declined further to Rs. "69 lakh.
Expenditure on markets, slanghter-houses and roads decveased
considerably. while that on education rose to Rs. 727 lakhs. The
accounts vork of municipalities in general again failed to satisfy the
auditors, and extensive cmbezzlements, fuciliated by lax  supervision,
occearred at Mandalay, Monlmein and Kyonpyaw.

The nineteen notificdd areas started the year with opening batances
of Rs. 331 lakhs.  ‘Their receipts amounted to Rs. 6714 lakhs and their
expenditure 1o Rs. 348 lakhs.  Receipts from taxation rose further to
Re 1" lakhs,  The incidence of taxiation was highest at Kalaw. where
it was Re 7-14-9, and toacest at Myatnyse. where 1t was only Rs. 0-0.3,

1472. (4 the two branches of the Develomnent Trust Fund, the
Government Estate, which is administered by
P oopment  the Trust on behalf of Government, had at the
: end of the vear reached a position of more
assured prosperity than the Trust Estate. The yT0ss revenue of the
Government Estate rose by rougbly Rs. 1} lakhs to Rs. 1578 lakhs,
prncmally owing to the increased collections of rents mentioned in
paragraph 25. The expenditure on revenue account was Rx. 9'44 lakhs,
wainst Rs. 8'82 kiklis in the previous year. The cost of cotlecting
revebuc was substantially increased by a new system of allocation
between the Government Estate and General Nevelrnment. The
balance transferred to the capital account was Rs. 6'33 lakhs, or Rs ‘88
5 lakh more than in 1925-26. Among the capital receipts was 3 non-
recurnng item of Rs. 2'4S lakhs on acoount of the sale of land and
houses. The capital expenditure was swoilen by the grestly incressed
<0st of reclamation mentioned in paragraph 25, and the closing hatance
was redoced from Rs. 2°48 lakhs to Rs. 2'44 lakhs. But the main source
ncome, wiz., rents, give signs of increasing slowly bat regularly in
the future.

The lack ot a sufficient water-supply prevented the coowlete
Cquipment of Trust Estate sites, and in the stagmant condition ot the
market, no one was willing to buy semi-equipped land. Buta
Was made with the leaxing of sttes at moderate rents, and the results of
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the new policy were encouraging. The progress of General Develop
ment works continued to slow down, as had been anticipated, with
restriction of funds available for capital expenditure, and this
enabled the Board to effect economies by the reduction of staff.
gross revenue on the General Development (i.c., Trust E-:2te) side
by more than a lakb to Rs. 835 lakhs. The receipts from the
cent. duty on transfers of land showed a welcome recovery of over =
at Rs. 248 lakhs, and the proceeds of the terminal tax were also higher
at Rs. 4'72 lakhs, The expenditure on revenue acconnt was Re 424
lakhs, or very little more than in the preceding year. The balance of
Rs. 4'11 lakhs was transferred to the capital account, against Rs. 297 lakhs
in 1925-26. A loan of Rs. 1 lakh was taken from the Local
thereby raising the debt of the Geners! Development account to Rs. 49

lakhs out of a sanctioned loan programme of Rs. 52 lakhs. Expenditure

on capital account amounted to Rs, 8'09 lakhs, including Rs. 1'24 lakhs

for main communications. The balance at the end of the vear was .
Rs. 432 lakhs, against Rs. 170 lakhs at the end of the year 1925-26.

The number of sites made available since the formation of the Trust was

7,788 on the Government Estate proper, 60 on the Kokine Government
Estate and 1,114 on the Tiust Estate

¥
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148. The Rangoon Port Trust began the year with a ha!;nce of
Rs. 391 lakhs in the Imperial Bank of India.

Rangoon Port Trust Fund. -, 4 closed with a balance of Rs. 544 lakhs at
the end of March 1927. At that date the Trust's debt to the public

to Government. The sinking fund at the end of the year held securities
~f the face value of Rs. 1,59,98,650 and a small sum in uninvested cash.
The ordinary receipts and expenditure during the year amounted
respectively to Rs. 79°68 lakhs and Rs. 77 lakhs, against Rs. 8589 lakhs
and Rs. 73°34 lakhs in the previous year. The principal reason for the
decrease in receipts was the reduction in the rate of the river due from
seven annas to five annas. The balance at the credit of the Reserve

Funds on the 31st March 1927 was Rs. 104'66 lakhs against Rs. 96'55
lakhs on the same date in 1926.

149. In addition to the Rznaom‘ dI’PI.It'l Trust Fund dealt wilhmahm_’e.

port fun were maintained at

OtherLocai Funds Moulmein, Akyab, Meryui, Tavoy and Kyankpyu.
There was a decrease in the reccipts of all these funds except the Akyab
Port Fund : and Bassein, Moulmein and Akyab increased their expend-
ture. The total receipts of the funds amounted to Rs. 10'59 lakhs, and
their expendmu'e to Rs. 11°31 lakhs.

The ordinary receipts of the Rangoon Pilot Fund were Rs. 629
lakhs, and its expenditure Rs. 6 36 lakhs, both being less than the
corresponding figures for the previous year. The Pilot Vessels
Depreciation Fund, which is the reserve of the Pilot Fund, held at the
close of the year securities of the face value of Rs. 260 lakhs, besides
Rs. "67 lakh in cash and fixed deposits. Other pilot funds were main-
tained at Akyab, Moulmein and Bassein. The receipts of these three
funds came to Rs. 260 lakhs, and their expenditure (0 Ks. 267 Jas™™
leaving an aggregtate closing balance of Rs. 1'51 lakhs, or slightly -less
than in the preceding year. The number of cantonment funds shrank
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¢ on the abolition of the Shwébo, Meiktila and
&ﬁﬂmnu. The receipts of the four funds were n-.n“m
Expenditure was rather higher, and the closing balance decreased from
Ks. 1'37 lakhs to Rs. 114 lakhs. There was a decrease of receipts in
all cantonments except Mandalay, and an increas= of expenditure in alf
cantonments. The 10 ger cenf. working balance was i wever maintained

The Rangoon University Fund started the year with a balauce of
Rs. 376 lakhs. The receipts and expenditure amounted i Rs. 750
lakhs and Rs. 2'01 lakhs respectively, with the ren!t that the closing
balance rose o Rs. 4°25 lakhs. Of this umount Rs. 3°50 lakls was
in fixed deposits ; and the fund also possessed War Bonds to the
value of Rs. 483 lakhs.

Paper Currency.

150. The average total active circulation of currency notes in 1926-27
was Rs. 3825 crores, agaiust Rs. 35'12 crores in 1925-26. The increase
of Rs. 3'13 crores, which is less than the increase in the previous
was due to the greater use of currency notes in the financing of the
and cotion trades, and to the growing popularity of paper money.
use of currency notes has increased, in varying
year since 1917-18. The ten-rupee note, as usual, was the
denomination. and constituted 61°69 per cenl. of the total
active circuiation of all notes from Rs. 1 to Rs. 1,000 i
bundred-rupee note supplied 17°19 per cent. of the total value.
was less demand for tel ic transfers issued by the Currency
rossibly owing to adverse trade conditions.
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VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICES

REPERENCES—

Report on the Public Health Administration of Borma for the vear
1926.

Notes and Statistics on the Hospitals and Dispermans in Burm (o¢
the year 1926.
Annual Report on the working of the Burma Govenment Medical
School, Rangoon, for th. year 1926-27.
Report on the Working of the Burma Pasteur Instituteand Bacterio-
logical Laboratory, Rangoon, for the year 1926-27.
Note on the Mentzl Hospitals in Burma for the year 1926.
Notes and Statistica on Vaccination in Burma for the year 1926-27.
Statistical Abstract for British India, Volume [11.

Births and Deaths.

151. The total area and population remained “l‘:hm asin 1773
But while the urban populatic= increased by

‘.'7‘.4%'.:'.’.:" mnw the constitution of Thamaing, Thinhangvaen,
Kamayut and.Kanbe as notified areas the total

rural population decreased correspondingly. Birth and death fgures
returned under the tally system in the backward tracta were still found
unreliablc and have been excluded from the statements in the followng
paragraphs. The total increasc in population during the year by excess
of births over deaths registered (72,095) and by exvess of immigrnts
over emigrants at the sea-ports (65.867) was 137.962.

152. Births. deaths and siuf:mt deaths in the Province numbefﬁ
298,554, 220,459. and 60.130 respectively ; @
iy i the rates comp.ired with those of the previous

t\\l'cl) vears are exhibited in the following
table 1—

]
Rural. ! Urban. i “Total Provincal.

1924, ' 1925 | 1926 | 10724 | 1025 |09 | 1o INIS.I 1926,

Birth rate e | 27°44) 2514

27‘43 2711 27°20] 2875 2740 2338 5
Death ratc o | 19500 1677] 18-78] 37-51) 3922 d7as| 2154 1875 209
Infant mortality ... {1843 :75-73i 186'50f 30303 2ac.-mhswsui 127 wm‘m‘”

Rural birth-rales— High rates for rural areas were returned by Tavov
(42'88), Sandoway (41°02), Kyauksé (36'74), Prome (3536), Pakokku
{35'06), Thayetmyo (3538). Henzada (33°64), Mergui (3305). Minbv
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83), Shwebo (32'47), Amherst (31'66) and Yaméthin (30°13) Districts ;
giﬁi’w rates by Kg)aukpyu (13°25), Myaungmya (1697), (1784}

1 ‘Toungoo {1870).

g L"l;bankbirlll-mles.--Births in urban areasincreased by 2,437. Rales
much below the provincial urban average (2.8'75) were s‘t
Kamayut (12'65), Akyab (15°53), Thayetmyo (;6'99), 7*-amaing {17709,
Letpadan (17'57), Thingangyun (17°63), Nattalin (WW_ i, Gyobingauk
(19'57), Paungdeé (19°57), Synam {19'09) and Danubyu (19 85), while high
rates ':ll‘ove 30) \were l'etul'ned fl‘om M(.)IIY\\'a (.”24)0 m“:w
(3012, Yaméthin 3044}, Ma ubin (30°53), Pyinmama {3057, Kyzngin
(31°29), Saggaimyg (31 46), Henzada (31'75), Minbu (31'83), Zigdn (32°10
Myitnge (32°28), Myingyan (32'59), Tavoy (32'75), Thaton (32'87). Salin
(3292), Meryui (32'92), Pegu (33'94), Pyu (34'15), Myirmu (3422),
Thomewa (34 71), Maymyo (3473). Yenangyauny (35°31), Meiktila (3.‘! 41),
Pvawbwe (3593), Wakema (36'11), Kyaukse (37°83), Tanngdwingyi
(38°53), Minbvi (38°74), Shwebo (39'32), Tharrawaddy (39'45), Kaw-
karcik (4099), Thonzé (41°86), Mandalay (51°01), and Ye-u (59°08). :

The low rates are attributed to defective registration and disparity in
the numbers of the two sexes resuiting from a large floating population of
Jabouiuis . while the high rates are attributable to the adoption of model
registration bye-laws and more eRicient supervision.

Stll bipthis.— There were 2.863 still-births in urlan and rural areas
giving a ratio of 9°59 :r mille of rexistered births. Henzada Town re-
torned a ratio of 110°52 per mille, Rangoon 67°00 and Mandalay 47°39.

Deathis in chidd-birth—~There were 301 recorded deaths L. om child-
birth in towns. giving a ratio of 11°18 per 1.000 reyistered births The
highest ratio +47°95) was in Pakokku.

Rural Death-rales.—-The recorded rural death-rate of 1878 may be
compared with 1677 for 1925 and 2 mean of 19°04for thelast five vears
Relatively high death-rates were recorded for Kyaukse (34°33). Minbu
26931 and Prome (2579).- and low death-mates for Kyaukpyu (9°02),
Pyapan (12'41), Myaungmya (13°31). Thaton (14 26), and Amherst (1584).
In the present unsatisfactory state of registration in rural areas a low
recorded cleath-rate invariably means bad registration.

Urban Death-rates—The Provincial urban death-rate was 37°41, as
against 34°22 in 1925 and 37°51 in 1924, The slight incease over the
previous vear was largely contributed by cholera, fever. dysentery and
diarrhaca, respiratory: diseases and all other causes except sinall-pox and
plague. Altogtether 20 towns in Lower Burma and 11 in Upper Burma
returned rates in excess of the provincial urban rate, and, with the
excepticn of five towns, all had rates above their respective g i
means. Towns showinx excessively high rates were Pyawbwé (5974),
Yenangvaang (58°12), Nyaunglébin (55'76), Pegn (53'65). Mawlamyaing-
£yun {53 48), Gyobingauk (51°00), Paungde (48'89), Kawlarcik (48°58),
Pyapon 48'57), Myaungmya (47'93). Prome (47'76), Pyinmana (47°43),
Kvauksé (47°16), Zigon (45'40), Pakokku (4506, and Mandalay (45°03).

Infanlite Mortality—The provincial rate was 201'40, which is 1241
and 3'54 in excess of the respective rates for 1925 and 1924, and is
thircl in order of magnitude in the provinces of India im 1926. This
apparently heavy infant mortality, however, does not represent the true
state of affairs,—a relatively larger number of omissions of births as
compared with deaths (in rural areas in particular) being prakably
responsible for an incorrect rate.  he rural rate Jdroppad 10 13d Uo, e
lowest on record.  Kyauksé District, as in the last two yenrs, retarned
the highest rate (271'22). The lowest rate (104'62) was retwrned by
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Tavoy as against last year's lowest rate (87°03), retwrmed ly Mergni
’l‘heozrhan rate rose from 286°16 to 310°58, which is the highest recorded
rate for the past five years. The highest rate (633°33) was retovmed by
Gyobingauk and the lowest (108'91) by Sandoway.

Out of a total of 11,136 infant deaths in t™wns 35 per cent occurred
in the first month and 48 per cent. between onc :~nth andux months

Infant Welfare—Three more Infant Wellare Suc:~ties at Kyauksé,
Magwe and Thaton were affiliated to the Rcd Cross, thius bringing the
total affiliated at the close of the year to twelve.

Baby weeks were heid in Rangoon. Mandalay, Hassein, Moulmein,
Kyaukse, Pegu, Sandoway, Thatén, Tavoy, Magwe,—and in the Shan
States at Taunggyi. Lashio, Hsenwi, Bahe. Bawgyo. and Mongyai.
Those at Mandalay, Bassein, Tavcy, Pegu and Sandoway recaived
financial assistance from the Rcd Cross Society.

153. The following table shows the reyistered mormlity from .
different causes in 1925 and 1926 ~—
Causes of Death.

1926, 195
Causes.
Rural. Urban. Total. Rural. Urban T oral.
Chulera oee 4808 1.378 6182 1.606 236 1932
Small-pox ... 1.470 49 2339 2.:08 1364 3852
Plague 1,007 1.899 2.906 1142 202 4,064
Fevers | 67.182 5608 72790 64016 4609 | 6ASSS
Dysentety  and 6.282 1,146 10423 3903 2.998 a0
diarrhoea.
Kepiratory 2,512 9.126 11.639 2169 st 12360
tliscases.
Suicide .., 19 31 150 279 33 34
Wounding or 1,406 1.011 2.41) 1,432 934 2340
: au‘ldn.:nt
me'bnlc 1,407 63 1.472 1.420 60 1.480
T 154 32 186 133 v/ 160
crcauses | 93088 | 22493 | 1159511 82284 | 20435 102719
Totat ... | 179.%01 46658 | 226459 | 160982 41,951 | 202933

Cholera.—The death-rate trom cholera was “57 against ‘18 in 1925
and 37, the previous five years' mean. The highest mortality for rural
areas was rcturned by Ma-ubin (1'77), Akvab (1'51), Magwe and Prome
1} 01 each), Henzada and Pyapon ( /6 each) : and tor urban arcas by
Pyawbwe (16°37), Allanmyo (9°27). Yandoon (6°10), Myinmu (397).
Danulyu (5°24), Taungdwingyi (5°23), and Meiktila (522).  Owing to the
severity of the epidemics anti-cholera inoculations became highly popular.
and 44,314 inoculations in all were performed as compared with 13.965
m 1925, when the epidemic was comparativcly mild.

i '-zgigl: ﬁu;—-'l‘hc deatih-rate {or the Province was "22 as 3@3‘2‘23‘:
n 5 and the previous five years' ave *22. ingyan Distri€
recorded 550 dc.a‘p:h b SR e . quc

r ‘Mi“d-—fnm provincial  deathaate of 27 fui  plague couipires
favonrably with that of 38 in 1925 and of '53 the quinquennial average-
The principal measures adopted were rat destruction and inoculation.

B
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of a total of 711,063 rats destroyed Rangoon Carporation alons
aoc%toumcd for 699.184. The total inoculations performed were 54,979
or 27.260 less than in the previous yeat _when phzu Wa$ OTT Severe.

Fevers.—The death-rate for the province was 6 73 against five years
mean of 719 and the previous year's ratio of & 15, The l.nzhelt rafios
{or rural areas were returned for Tavoy (13'64), Aisab (13 11), Krwh&
(12:37), Minbu (12°31), Prome (11°44), Thayetmyo(11' 2%, Mergusi (10°58),
Sandoway (10°51), and Tharrawaddy (10°19). Low fever ratios were
rcturned‘ h_\‘ Ma-ubin (2°77). Meiktila ‘3‘05‘, Haﬂfhﬂ““:y ‘3'1”,
Myingyan (3'39), Amherst (3'41), Myaungmya (3'57), Pyapda (3'78),
Magwe (380) and Sagaing (3'91). .

Malaria—The number of deaths from malarial fover in urban areas
was 2,383 against 2,320 in 1925, the ratio being 1'91 against 1'89,
Matarial surveys were conducted during the year at Lashio, iHsipaw,
Papun, and at Messrs. Finlay Fleming & Co’s. sugar estates at Sahmaw.
Anti-malarial operations were continued in Kyaukpyu Town. Jungle
clearing work was carried out at Mawlaik as in previous years.

Enteric Fever~Deathis in urban areas were 348 against 281 in 1925,
Towns returning over 10 deaths were Mandalay (118), Rangoon (78),
Mouimncin (27), Basscin (253), and Pyapon (11).

154. The total nuinber of tour-grain cinchona febrifugge mblita(syturnc;

] out by the Prison Department was 2,065 5RS,

Cincrona Febrifue. \ hile the stock in hand at the openingof the
vaar was 242,900 tableis.  Issues to Treasury Othcers and others
amounted to 2.196,225 tablets, and the vear closed with a tatance of
119.260 tablets. Treasuries sold durmg the vear 13,422,400 prains of
cinchona febrifuge and quinine tablets, a decrease of 1,068.400 grains on
the «ales of last vear,  Free distribution of cinchona febrifute and
quinie tablets to the extent of 325,200 grains was made duning the year
as compared with 73240) srams in the previous vear. The average
consumption per head of population for the whole province dexlined
froim 116 grains in 1925 to 104 in 1926.

-

Immigration and Emigration.

155, The total nuinber of inmigrants by sea was 408,464 and of
emiteants 342,597, The increase in population by excess of immigrants
over camdrants was 65,867 i iinst 21.759 in 1925,

Medica! Relief.

156, The total numhcrlo[ hospitals and disp;:(;nsaﬁc: open at the
. ' close of the year was 295, or 4 more than in
'fow“m and Dispensaries. |).e previous year. Useful work was done by
mue travelling dispensaries.  ‘I’'he nuinber of retired or private medical
practitioners who were jtiven subsidies as an inducement to practice in
out-of-the-way places rose from 13 to 21. ‘The Burma Medical Council
and the Central Midwives and Nurses Council worked with success.
The nuinber of registered medical practitioners at the end of the vear 1926
was 1,046 ; ninety-nine midwives and nurses were registered aunng the
Year, thus bringing up the total registered since the introduction ot the
Burma Midwives and Nurses Act, 1922, to 706.
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an tcremse of 99,732. The

Ausndance and Treaémest  Burmese paticnts remained about the mme as
in the previous year. There was a gratifying iocrease in the aanber of
female patients. Indoor patients toMlled 93,973, with a death rate of
nearly 6 por cenl.  The daily average number of in-pitients was 4,155 and
the number of beds available for theimn was 5,891. Thc werage cost of
in-patients per head per day was Rs. 2°'l. The number of operations
perforined 1use tu 79,334, Lut most of them were trifliag.  The number
of patients treated in other institutions, including Railway Disprumaries.
Police, Forest and Public Works Department Haspitals and by subsidised
medical practitioners., was 220,199 ; of these 7,373 protients were treated
by subsidised medical practi*oners. Military Police Hospitals t-=ated
64,966 and the Railway Hospitals 133,192 patients. There was an
increase of 27 per ceni. in the cases of dysentery treated, which were
mostly due to impnre water-supplics. Cholera was severe, and the
number of cases increased to 1,208, but othenvise the year was marked
by a welcome freedom from epidemic disease There was a rise in the
muidence of tuberculosis of the lungs.

Venereal clinics remained open in Rangoon, Akyab, Basscin, Moul-
mein and Manrdalay, and several more were under contemplation. The
treatment undoubitedly lessens the spread of infection, but na case ever
stays lcng enough for cure after the symptoms have disappeared. Sters
were taken to open leprosv clinics at suitable centres, and four leprosy
asylums continued their work.

158. The expenditure on the maintenance of hospitals and dispen-

£ i sanies in Burma, excepting those in the Federated

b S Shan States and Railway, Military Police and

other special hospitals, was Rs. 44'50 lakhs. A considerable part of the
increase of over Rs. 4% lakhs was due to the payment for the ttiennium
of Government contributions towards the sinking funds of aided

hospitats. Over Rs. 1} lakhs were realized in subscxriptions from the
public.

157. The number of patients treated at Civil Hospitals wag 2,157,446,
of

159. Rapid progress \;’las madc; with the construction of 'tll_\c D;;:lsir‘;n
ospital for women in  Rangoon. he Bishop

Hoagtt] SIFGNS. “Bicandet’ Hohe for Incurables, desitned to
relieve the pressure on the accommodittion of the Rangoon General
Hospital. was completed, as were the clinical theatres in the latter
hospitai. A wad for women and children at the General Hospital,
Mandalay, was iseing built at the end of the vear. The new Mental

H°_5Pi‘ﬂ1 near Ranoon was completed after the close of the year under
review.

160. The number of Indian Meclical Service officers on the rolls at the
Medical Estabiishmens.  ©105€ Of the year was 40, against the sanctiowed
cadre of 53, viz., 42 plus a leave reserve of 11.

T\\'el}'e' officers were on leave, 2 on deputaticn to foreign service under
the University of Rangoon and only 26 were available to Kl the cadre
appointments. The number of Military Assistant Surgeons was 23.
including S emploved in the Public Health Department and one in the
PI'ISOIIS DCPM'""’“' Th':l"c were 68 Civy! ,“STf“Qf\f\O _‘-‘_!“-c:unntf on the

rolls including the tem R X
i porary staff. . Indian
Medical Service Officers, Owiug to the shortage of

- lar ivi o s filled
by this class of officer Ye number of Civil Surgeoncies were
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&
The number of Sub-Assistant Surgeons on the rolls oo the sist
Decemeb:r 1926 was 436. The cadre was revised with effect from ?

1st July 1926, and the number of appointments Gized at 419 phw
supernumeraries.

161. The year begsn with 140 students on the oL Fosty-six
students appaared in April for the Final
Bygna Government  Examination, but only 25 passed, and the rest
were remanded for further yevinda It had been
proposed to close the school if the L.M.&S. course at the University
proved successful, so no students were admitted during 1926.
culars refating to the medical courses in the University of Rangoon are
contained in paragraph 175. The training of nurses was mnud on at
the Rangoon General Hospital and at Manodalay, Moulmein, Bassim
and Akvab. Midwives were trained at the Dufferin Hospital, Rangus
and the Ellen Mitchell Memorial Hospital, Moulmein.

162. The number of patients treated at the Institute during the yeas
was 943.  In addition to these 629 were adviaed
Bar e Lt aidy  that treatment was unnecemsary and 176 dis-
continued treatment of their own acomsd
Four of the patiecnts who had gone through the full course wure
reported to bave died, and one died during treatment. From Racgeon
city came 579 cases. The establishment of centres for anti sabic trest-
ment at certain district hospitals, which was foreshadowed in the repart
for 1925.26., waz postponed pending the result of a Conference in Pare
sn T Rabies and Anti-Rabic treatment” under the auspices of the
League ot Nations. In the Bacteriological and Research section 3,437
Wacsermann tests were made against 1.232 and 848 in 1925-26 and
1924-25 respectively.  The rapid increase reflects the growing activity
of the campaign against venereal diseases.  An enquiry into beri beni in
Rurma was concluded ; the information obtained has cleared the ground
for further work. The epidemic of bacillary dysentery which attacked
Rangoon during 1926 was investigated with enlightening cesults, which
were placed before the municipal authorities and the committee appoin-
ted to enquire into the health of Rangoon.

163. The total population of the Rangioon Mental Hospital, includiag
Metus) HoaMate the new hospital at Tadagale. at the end of 1926
Y was 873. of whom 735 were males and 138 femala.
The higzhest number confined on any one night at the Rangamn Meotal
Honepital was 88Y% (746 males and 142 femules) and at Tadagale 186 (all
males).  The daily average at both these hospitals was 848°34 (71308
males and 135'26 females), an increase of 21°S9 over that of the previows
Vear, Owing to the increase in numbers and consequent ov k
at the Rangoon Mental Hospital, a batch of 35 male patients, of whom
6 were criminals, were transferred to the Tadagale Hospital in
December 1926.  There was no overcrowding it Minbu, The average
population during the vear was 133'S8 and the largest population on any
one nigght was 135.  Amongst the supposed causes of insanity, infective
and toxic conditions prednminated. The general health of the inmates
of all mental hospitals was good throughout the year. ‘There was a
solitary imported case of cholera ; but the infection was checked. A
sufficient guantity of vegetablesof good quality and variety was produced

e 0 SR e S
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and sports, entertainments and reading were encouragad, to break the
monotony of confinement.
The total ordinary expenditure on mental hospitals in Rangnon and

Minbu in 1926 was Rs. 336 lakhs as against Rs. 3'79 lakhs in the
previous year.

Public Health.

164. The Public Health Boa(:i'g hel%hree meetings Tcl!,urina the year

and considcred projects. e total grants

Pringioal Morksend  oanctioned amounted to Rs. 1099 lakhs as com-
pared with Rs. 3°22 lakhs in 1925.

Besides considering various Public Health projects and applications
for grauts, the Board had under cousideration proposals (or improving
the water-supply and drainave of a number of municipalities. Rs. 560
lakhs was sanctioned for expenditure on the Mergui sea-wall and recla-
mation scheme. Rules of procedure to be observed by loca) bodies in
applying for grants were completed aud published.

The total amount spent on the maintenance and improvemcnt of
water-supplics, drainage, conservancy and other sanitary works during
the year was Rs. 63°19 lakhs. Of thisa sum of Rs. 5823 lakhs wus
expended on behalf of towns, and Rs. 491 lakhs on rural areas—repre-
senting respectively 22'35 and 5°00 per cenl. of the aggregate income of
Municipalities and Districts.  Of the total income of Rs. 359°02 lakhs,
water-supply absorbed 549 por cenl., conservancy 5343 per cenf.. and
drainage ‘51 per cent. The Harcourt Butler Institute of Public Heah
v.as opened towards the end of the year. Its principal functions are
research and instruction in public health matters, and in addition it took

over certain duties hitherto performed bv the Pasteur Institute or the
Chemical Examiner.

Vaccination.

165. The numtser of Sub-Al_s;:ismnt Surgeons employcdbin the Vacan.tu&
tion Department was increased by one owing

EstaitisnmEEeig Cpes the appomtment of a medical praciitioner a=
Superintendent of Vaccination in the Moulmein Municipality. There
was 4 decrease by two 1n the number of Inspectors of Vaccination duc
to one appointment being left vacant in the Shwebo District, and to the
fact that the services of .xmther in Mergui District were dispensed with
at the end of the ~pecial vaccination campaign which was launched
in that district during the previous year. The number of Public
tieaitih Inspectors employed on vaccination inspection duty was increased
by one due to the appointment of an additional Inspector in Prome
District. The permanent establishment of vaccinators was augmenied
by 16 new appointments—6 whole-time and 10 part-time,~-while the
services of‘ 4 vaccinators were dispensed with, thus leaving & net increase
of 12 vaccinators in the permanent cadre. In addition to the above. six

temporary vaccinators were employ E ‘i i ks of
_vaccin: ployed to cope with minor outbreaks
small-pox in different places. -

The better realisatica by local bodies
tance of efficient vaccination is shown b
now compulsory thyou
in Lower Burma ; an

and the public of the impor-
¢ the tact thal vaccrikiod =
Rhout the areas in charge of all District Councils
d the Acts are gradually being extended to Upper
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a Districts. The policy of the Public Health Demastment is to rely
3?{1?: on propaganda and persuasion than on the compulsory provisions

of the Vaccination Acts.

166. The total number of persons vaccigated duvring the_yr was
755,794 of whom 718463 we:- vaccinated by
Number of Operations the special staﬁ', 5,150 in Dnspennnc\ 3].565 ia
Jails. and 616 by other agencies. 1n addition to this, under tli: Burma
Vaccination Law Amendment Act of 1909, 4¢.763 labourers landing at
the Port of Riangoonwere vaccinated by the Cotputation Yaciivalios
Staif under the supervision of the Port Health Authorities. The tota)
number of operations performed excluding those dune in dispensancs
and Jails was 720,551,—of which 511,750 were primary nd 208.801
were revaccinations as compared with 842,729 (primary 557,442 and
revaccination 285,287) in the previous year. The decline in thc.out_put
of work when compared with last year was mainlv in revaccination.
This was chietly due to a much reduced incidence of small-pox.  Primary
operations performed in rural areas, again excluding those done in
dispensacies and jails, wnounted to 464,728 and those in urban areas to
47.022. In 16 districts primary vaccinations showed an increase while
25 districts regtistered @ decrease. The decrease was mainly attrituited
(o shortage in the nunber of vaccinators and in a few cases to irregula-
ritics on the part of the Vaccination Staff or shortage of lymph supply.
The number of revaccinations performed was 208,801 as against 285,287
in the previous yvear,  Resaccinations in rural areas numberc d 156,482,
and the rest were in towns. Of these 61.531 cases were returned as
successful, giving a rate of 3597 per cemt. against 42°21 per cesl. in
1925.26. and the results in 37.711 cases were unknown. Only 11 out of
41 districts showed an improvement over the previous vear's fgurea
Sucoessfal primary operations performed in rumal areas amounted to
429.543 and in urban ureas to 42,825, making a total of 472,368 opera-
tions against 524,220 in the previous year. The percentage of svarsses
in primary vaccination in which the resulis were known was 96°63 as
against 97°81 in 1925-26. Districts which recorded a high percentage
of successful primary cases were Tharrawaddy (9997), Prome and
Pyapon (99'46), Henzada (99°'44), Magwe (99°34), Ma-ubin (99°33). Pegu
(99°26). Myvaungmya (99°17), and Rangoon (99°01) ; while those which
returned a low success-rate were Pakokku (87°78), Mandalay (87799), Hill
District of Arakan (89°'52) and Tavoy (R9'84). Ceml per coml. success in
primary cases was reported from 22 towns, and a success-rate above 99
per cent. was returned from nine towns. Low success-rates were
recorded in Minbu (77°27), Mandalay (82°'59), Mvingyan (83'05), Bhamo
(83'95} sinct NRwAE-u18712).

Out of a total {excluding Jail operations) of 724.229 persons vaccina-
ted. District Health Officers and Assistant District Health Officers
inspected the results of 60,661 or 837 per cont. as against 9°44 Aor cont.
i the previous year. The Inspectors of Vaccination and other inspec-
ting officers verihied 271.222 or 52 7R per cont. of primary cases and 4792
per cent. of revaccinations, which was an timprovement on the work of
the previpus year.

167. ‘The total amount spent on the Department was Rs. 386 lakhs

Cost of as against Rs. 3'74 lakhs i lhe presious yeal.
ostolthe Oepannent. 0™ increase of Rs. ‘12 lakh was shared
between pay of establishment, travelling allowances and contingencies.
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(4] CHAP. VIL.—VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICES.

The average cost of a successful vaccination was Re. 0-11.7 jgaime
Re. 0-9-7 in 1925.26.

168. During the year 485 calves \\3re :ucceldau ully vmswga% The
average yield per ¢ was ns as
Vaccine Depot. Melktls. . pared with 397°7 grai i+ in the previous year.
The total number of dcses issued from the Depot wia> 974,229 inst
1,100,367 in 1925.26 ; 818,198 doscs were supplied to Zlunicipalities,
Districts, and the Army free ot charge and the remainder to other bodies
on payment. The net expenditure ot the Depot was Ks. 22,430-3-6 or
an increase of Rs. 2,.514-5-4 over that of 1925-26. Twenty-nine
Apprentice Vaccinators were successfully tramed in Vaccination and
22 Public Health Inspectors began their course of training in Vaccina-
tion in March 1927. [In additivn to these, one Epidemic Sub-As:.stant
Surgeon was teained.




CHAPTER VII.
INSTRUCTION

REFERENCES—
Seventh Quinquennial Report on Public Instruction in Burma for
the years 1922-23 to 1926-27.
Statistical Abstmact for British India, Volumes IV and V.

General System of Public Instruction.

For intormation on this subject reference should be made to para-
graphs 239 to 285 of the Report on the Administration of Burma for the
vear 192122, and to the paragraphs under this headinyg in the Reporton
the Administration of Burma tor the year 1925.26.

Educational Progress.

104, The year under review was the list of a quinquennium wtich
PO T witnessed the assumption of cducational control
Educational Measures. DY local authorities. There was during the
year an increase of pupils in every stage of
instruction : in the collegiate stage the total rose from 1,297 to 1,531 ; in
the high stage from 5,946 to 6,190 ; in the middle stage from 35.218
to 37.248 : in the upper primary stiye from 67.782 to 69,5253 and in the
lower primary stuge from 286,469 to 314,337,

Local authoritics control the vernacular schools, which represent the
great bulk of educational institutions ; there were in 1926-27 5,553 of
these schools with 356,892 pupils, out of a total of 6,885 recognised
schools with 443,302 pupils. English and Andlo-vernacular education
is controiled by Government, mission aothoiities and private bodies
among which the most important is the Council of Nationaul Educatico.
There was little change in the number of local education authorities, but
the dissolution of several Joint School Boards (Mergui, Sagaing, Thaton,
Shweho and Thavetmyo) aniy be noted ; this dissolution was due to the
fact that it was found unpossible to merge the work of Municipil and
District schools, which are now under sepxarate schoo) boards.

Municipal and Town Committees controlled 614 schools (11 per oent.
of the total), Joint School Boards 287 (5 per cent), Deputy Commissioncrs
67% (12 per cent.), and the remainder, namely 3.974 (72 per cent), were
under the control of District Boards. The work performed by the
ditterent Boards varied in quality, and there were still many complaints
ciuetly due to misapprehension of the rules aud mnaucial wedgabeins.
But on the whole, experience brought improvement, and many local
authorities realized the necessity of employing a better type of secretary.
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120. The total expenditure on education in 1926-27 was Rs. 19383

T lakhs o:‘ 21':2 lakhs t?ore than in the previom
utnber o vear ; these higures include expenditure incuricd
Scholars and Expenditure 1y the Public Works Department on etucationa)
buildings, expenditure on certain institutions not under the control of
the Education Department and expenditure in thv ¥ederated Sban
States. Pensionary and other charges on account of educ:tion officens
and the value of timber grants are excluded. The total expenditure
was classified as follows :—
(i) From Provinciil tunds Rs. 91'26 lakhs (increase of 1320
lakhs).
(ii) FromLocal (non-municipal) funds Rs. 25°41 lakhs (increase of
7°95 lakhs). i
(i) From Municipal funds Ks. 9°59 Lukhs (increase of 2'24 lakhs).
(iv) From fees Rs. 3-+ 34 Lihhs {increase of 1°67 lakhs).
{v) From Federation funds Rs. 3'89 lakhs (decrease .85 lakhe),
(vi) From other sources Rs. 29°31 lakhs (decrease 2'81 lakhs).

Much of the expenditure from local funds is drawn indirectly frem
provincial revenues. Expenditure from © other sourr= " consists
mainly ot pavinents by missions or managers of schools under tive gants
in aid rules.

The average expenditure per head of the population was Rs. 1-7-6.
of which Rs. 0-13-9 was met from public funds ; in the previous vear these
figures were Rs. 1-4-10 and Rs. 0-13-0. The average cost of educating
cach pupil was Rs. 280 compared with Rs. 2%°3 ia the previous vear. The
following table shows the cost of educating each puptl in the vanow<
stages, the figures in brackets referring to 1925-26:—

University Rs, 1,185°2 (1, 4%9'9)
Secondary Schools Rs. 40°5 (36'9)
Special Schools I¢s. 509 (43'7)
Training Schools Rs. 311'3 (336'7)
Upper Primary Schools R:. 8'4 (7°1)
Lower Primary Schools Rs. 8°7 {7°8)

‘171. The unproved pay of vernacular teachers and the cansion, f(‘)
: clementary education by the provision ot 25

b - new schools each vear in the poorest districts
resulted in & considerable increase in the nomber of pupils in the
primary standards: but the upper primary departments were hittle
affected, and the economic causes which prompt a parent to remove
his child irom school betore he or she bas reached standard i1l were
just as noticeable as in the previous vear.  ‘There were 383.2862 pupils in
primary ctandards, including 158 930 juirle, but the increase of 20611
pupils was mainly in the standards Lelow standard L Lack of
teachers. unsuitable buildingsand the fact that one-fifth ot the recognised
schools and almost all the unrecoxnised vernacular schools are controlied
by mm_lks who are generally averse from adopting western methods of
cducation are the main difficultics in  the wayv of any scheme
compulsory education. There were 18,516 monastic schools. and of
these only 1,124 (with 72,794 pupils) were wided.

172. The number of vernacular secondary schools for boys *.u:‘ain
Secondury Bducation showed a decrease from .20% to l,iou, Ue
100d at 120.2 attendance increased by more than 2.000 and

§ at 120.251. The reason for this decrease was a general policy
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of concentration due to the realization by most local bodie» of the
extravagance of maintaining many sparsgly attended secondary echools.
The problem of the best means of providing text-books in the vermaca-
far for the use of secondary schools came under consideration duaring
the vear, but no tinal decision was reached. The annual prize offered
by Government for the best text-book in Burme-: was pot awarded,
because none of the works entered was considcreq s'gxthy. m
Vermuenlar Schools showed an incrense of $69 pupils ia the
department and 204 in the high. The rush from uvp-country schoals
into the high Jdepaibineni classes of Raugoun sclivvis and Uhe resultant
congestion in the latter, cansed considerable anxiety. Every year
more middle schools in the districts are opening high departments, but
this has not so far checked the intlux into Rangoon.

The recognised National Schools were handicapped by inferior
buildings and uncertificated staffs, Although these schools achieved
very little success in the public Higch Schoo! examination, it may be:
uoted that the National School average pass in the Middle School
exatnination was rather better than that of other schools. The work of
the two Myoma Schools in Rangoon showed that National Schools, if well
staiie. md efficiently managed, can compete with any Anglu-vernacalar
School. As usual, buildingerants toaided English and Anglo-vermacniar
Schools were gencrous, and during the vear under review many fne
buildings were completed.

173, The numbers in University College increascd auring the year
from 817 to 1,068, while in Judson College
there were 315, compared with 303 in the
previous vear.  ‘The Principal of the latter College reported an increas-
ing percentage of Burmese students and the registration of the frst
two Kachin students to enter the University. In University College-
nearly 75 per cent, of the students were working in the Intermediate
classes. At the Intermediate College, Mandalay, 24 students were
admittecl to the Senior Intermediate class and 38 to the Junmior
Intermediate Class, but of these only 20 and 30 respectively took the
final exanunations at the end of the year.

In the M.A. examination six candidates out of seven passed, and in
the M.Sc. examination three were presented and all passed. In the-
B.A. Examination 60 out of 83 passed. against S1 out of 72 in the-
grc\'ious vear. In the B.Sc. examination 23 out of 45 passed against

Bentries and 31 pasees in thc preiious year. In the Intermediate
exammnation 193 out of 399 passed: in 1925-26 the cosresponding
firures were 223 and 397.

Dinring ohe year uader review the need for endosment whickh had
been felt for some time resulted in a collection of funds throughout the
province, initiated by His Excellency the Governor, and there was a
Eratifving response from all communities.

A reference to professional and technical education given at the
Universitv will be found in later paragraphs.

Collegiate Education,

174. There was no change in the number of Anglo-vetnacular
Training of Teachera,  T€aChers’ training schools, which remained at
soveit. threeof which had Wiidoi g b vounes

there was also a Kindergarten class for Europeans at Maymyo and one
for Anglo-vernacular girls, opened during the year at St. Mary’s High
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School, Rangoon, Fifty-one men and 59 women were trained for the -
Anglo-vernacular Teachers' cestificate und 123 for the Anglo-vermacube
Kindergarten certificate. The totals in the English and vermce.
lar classes were S1 men and 182 women agrinst 61 men and 158 womea
in 1925-26. Proposals for a Teachers' Training College in Rangoon,
to take the place of the present Anglo-vcrnaculsr noermal schools
situated in various parts of Burma, were under cousideration at the end
of the year. There were 12 students in the Teachei:' Diplomn Class
agaiust 15 in the previous year, and 7 (of whom 2 were wowen) qualified
for the Diploma.

As in the previous year there were four Government normal
vernacular schools at Akyab, Mandalay, Toungbo and Moulmcia,
and six aided schools. Sanction was granted for the opening of a new
normal vernacular school at Prome in the year 1928-29. Four hendred
and twenty-eight men and 177 women were under training. of whom
336 men and 113 women were in the 8th and 9th standards and 92 men
and 62 women in the final year cluss. The number of games from
these schools was 121.

In addition to these normal schools which (rain for the School
Tenchers’ Certificate. there are a large number of clementary classes
which tmin the primarv school teacher ; the total of these dasss
increased to 9] owing to the opening of hve new clanees during the year
under review. These mobile classes, which can be transferred from
district to district. proved popular,

175. The following table shows the varicus types of institutions
included under this heading :—

Professional and Techaical
Education.
1925-26. 1935-77.
Type of Institution.
Institutions. | Scholars. | Institetions. | Scholars.
(1) @ (3 14) | 5
Law = o 92 "y | e
Medical .[ 350 | e ne
1 140 1 %
Engincering ... { Rl 2;;’ ' e l?:.
Agricattural 1 n 1 %
Commercial 13 917 13 m
Forestry : " 11° o o*
i 1 67 ! 7
Veterinary * 3 2 24 ’ 73
Su!\’c)'inn & 5 4 5 56
Art 1 20 1 N

® From University College, Ranpaon,
In the June examination 1926, 9 out of 23 passed ina-
LA - ' the first examind
ton in Law, and 13 out of 17 passed the Bachelor of Laws examination :

at the similar examiuations held j the
first_examination and b out of § December 8 out of 29 passed

s v A of 12 passed the B.L. examinauun. Juc
law-moots mentioned in last year’s report appear to have teen given up-
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1n medicine the examination results were o=
7 out of 9 passed the Licentiate, Medicine and Sargery (Modified).
8 out of 19 passed the second M.B.B.S. (Inni.or).
S out of 15 passed the second M.B.B.S. (Senior).
8 ont of 12 passed the third M.B.B.S. and
2 out of 3 passed the second L.M.&S. (Junior)

Duringt the year under review the Departments ~ Patbology,
Materia Medica and Pharmicology, Medicine, Surgery ans Midwilery
were opened. The Medical Department of University Colicge was
accommadated in the buildings of the Government Medical School. but
the foundation of the new building for higher medical education was
laid in February 1927 and it was expected that the building would be
completed by 1929, Y :

There were 65 students in the University Engineering classes ; 12
out of 20 passed the first examinatioa in Engineering and 4 pasacd out
of 16 in the final B.Sc. examination (engincering). The number of
students on the roll of the Government technical institute at Insein atthe
end of 1926-27 was 251. The evening classes held in Rangoon in
connection iwith this Institute continued to prove popular and the total
uumher ttending at the end of the year was 112 ; the courses taken
were :—Civil and Mechanical Engineering, Building Construction and
Sanitary Engineering. »

In the De La Salle Institute, Twante,—the only non-Governowent
techmcal school in Burma-——there were 54 apprentices, of whom 7 were
in varions mechanical sheps in Rangoon completing their final training,
and the remainder were on the Twante rubber cstate. In uie middle
school attached to this Technical Institute there were 138 boys following
the ordinary English schoo! curriculum.

The Saunders’ Weaving Institute at Amarapura made considerable
progress, and there were 78 students under training, of whom 19(8
women and 11 men) passed out of the higher course, and 21 (10 women
and 11 men) passed the lower course. In addition to weaving, training
was given in dyeing, carpentry and arithmetic. As in previams years,
this lustitute sent out travelling demonstrators to show improved
appliances in the villages.

‘The Agricuttural College in Mandalay is not affiliated to the Univer-
sity. An attempt to combine a two-year diploma course at the College
with a two-year 1 A. or 1.Sc. course at the Intermediate College at
Mandalay proved unstcessful, and the previous arrangement was
reverted to, nnder which High School Finalists are admitted to the
Agricuttumi! College, subject to theit pssing an examination in English
and Mathematics, and given a College Diploma, instead of a dagee, after
a three-yvewr course. Educated Burmans however do not take to
agricuilure and were it not i tie stipeads few wowld be atlacted.
At the end of the year there were 50 students in the Agricaltural Callege
and 4 intermediate College students. The first diploma examination
was held in March 1927 when ten passed and one failed. Reference to
tl&% agricultural school at Pyinmana has been made in paragraph 83
above.

Most of the commercial schools confine their attention to typewriting
and shorthand ; there were 13 of these schools recognised by Govern-
ment, some of which received equipment grants.

There was only onc student in the Senior Forectre Clres at the
University, and five in the Junior Class. Much practical work was done

[ ——— ‘
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in various parts of Burma. The Burma Forest School, situated at
Pyinmana, did useful work in trai forest rangers: there were 72
students in the Anglo-vernacular vernacular departments, against
67 in the previous year. In June 1926 a fresh batch of 20 students was
admitted to the Government Veterinary School, Insein, but only 14
survived to 1927. In future no students will be admitted who have not
passed the High School examination. The new bui''ings were com-
pleted, except for lighting and sanitary fittings. The Taungyy! Veterinary
School had nine students, but of these only five passed the bna! exami-
nation. This was, however, better than in the previous year, when only
two oul of nine passed. Relcience to Survey Sclhiools Las Leen made in
paragraph 20, . ,

In 1926-27 four State Scholarships tenable in Great Britain were
awarded for Education and one each for Medicine, Printing, Civil
Engineering, English, Chemistry, Sanitary Engineering and Natural
Science, Due regard is paid to the likelihood of employment on the
termination of training.

176. There were one Government Engl":n;h; school and 35 aided
e English schools. percentage of non-
., Moy i Ewropeans in these schools rose to 36 against
32 in the previous year. European pupils in English schools totalled,
5,704, while 668 were reading in other institutions. The total number of
Europeans under instruction was 6,372 ; the following figures for the
last 15 years will show how progress has slowed down during the past
three quinquenmia :—
1911-12 1916-17 1921-22 1926-27
4029 5177 5973 6372

The difficulty of staffing English bays’ schools owing to the disincli-
nation of Anglo-Indian men to take up teaching as a profession is yearly
becoming more acute ; Anglo-Indian women on the other hand, come
forward readily and usually make good teachers. The number of women
in training schools for mistresses shows an increase of 18 (from 27 to 45).
In the public examination of 1926, 66 European candidates passed

the English High School examination and 184 the Middie School
examination,

177. Numerically thedh:'lgest and educationally thtl.'h most ﬁ;ﬂlﬂd
ic special classes is the Karen over
B na Spectal Clasnedans 4 000 children in public institutions ; there were
d during the year 14 Karen m'@-m
schools with an attendance of 4,538, and in vernacular schools the
attendunce increased to 42,676, although owing to a policy of concen-
tratica theve was a slight devicase in the number ol tevoguised Karer
vernacular schools.
. There were 24,776 Mahomedan children under instruction. ar
increase of 5000 in five years: of these the percentage working in
recognised schools was 89. There were 90 Mahomedan students in
Colleges, and 8,838 in secondary schools, but the Mahomedan percentage
here dropped from 47 to 4'6, which shows that this community did ot
contribute towards the general increase.
The number of Shans nnder instruction was 16,326, which is much
the same as in 1925.26. Kachins had 1,994 childscn in s

schools ; Chins 445 in Anglo-vernacular and 2,474 in vernacular schools.
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The Government vernacular schools at Haka, Tiddim and Falam
were converted into Anglo-vernacular schools: :

Other communities under this heading are the Chinese with S aided
Anglp-vernacular schools and 720 non-aided vernacular echools ; and
non-Muslim Indian (mostly Tamils and Telugus) with 15 Angln-vernacular
schools attended by 3.824 children, and 55 vernacular schools ~.-.-i!:h an
attendance of 3,584 As a result of openinRg Tamil and Telagu
clementary classes the percentagc cf trained teachers has ircreased

Among: special schoois there were two for the Llind, dns foir boys
and the other for girls. At the former there were 24 boys in the gcbool
itsclf, 8 pupils in the technical department and 15 adult workers in the
Aiter Care Institution now attached to this school. At the girls’ school
there were 7 girls in the ordinary schnol and 11 in the technical
departinent attached to it.

There was a schoo! for deaf-mutes in Rangoon with 29 pupils on the
rolls, housed in spacious buildings, the erection of which was assisted by
a lanee Govermnent grant.,

Kawes weee  cdrawn up for night schools, which were admutted
to Govermnent giauts. There were 18 of these schools, confned to
pupils of 14 vears and over who were regularly employed during the
davtime. Extension lectures on technical subjects were delivered at the
night schoo! in Rangosa run in connection with the Government School
of Engineering anct others were given on various subjects by officers of
the University:.

The Patumabyan examination, intended to encoutage the study of

‘Pnli_. inc:eased in popularity, and no fewer than 2,869 candidates sat
ot it.

17R. The total number of girls under instruction was 171,698, of
whom 166,088 were working in colleges or
recognised schools : the colleges showed an
increase of 17 students, High Departments 73, Middle Departments 664,
Upper Primary Departments 1,371, Lower Primary Departments 13.853.
It is estimated that only about 20 per cent of the girls of school-going
ade were at school.  Séventy-eight per cent of the girls under instruction
were in bovs' schools, i.e.,, in mixed schools where the majority of the
pupils were boys, for in Burma there is little fexling against co-education.
I'his. however. is only because parents remove their daughters from
sch_ogl at a very early age. In the year under review there were 29
training schools for weinen teachers vith an attendancs of S87, and there
Whrg 224 women in other training schools, a totl of 811 comgpared with
792 in the previous year.  Out of the 13 women who took examinations
for 2 degree 8 passed (all in Arts) : in the Intermediate examination 49
sat ind 26 passcd. In the Anglo-vernacular High School examination
194 yirls sat and 60 passed, and in the similar examination for English
schools 84 were presented and 53 passed. In the Anglo-verarcular
Midldle School examination 752 sat and 245 passed, and in the i

Middle School examination 203 entered and 124 passed. Al these
rcsulgs. excent those of the deyirae eXaminations, were lecs eatiefactory
g;a(r)x in ;he previous year. T}g female inspecting statf consisted as before

ne Inspectress and three Deputy Inspectresses, i
tlhie work required of them. N e vl
8

Female Education,




o8 OMAP, VIt —{NBTRUCTION.

179. Tae visit of Mr. Patervom, His Majexty’s Commissioner of

Prisons, in 192S led to amany improvements, and

Relorspatory Soboe, a Cammittee was formes to consider {he ;emova)

of the Insein Reformatwy from its prescst

position, under the shadow of one of India's !argest jails. Among receut

improvements, may be noted the adoption of axu:izary dress, the forma-

tion of “bouses”, the reduction of the heght of thr walls, and

encouragemem of games, music and dancing. There were 108 on

rolls, 59 Burmans, 33 Indians, 12 Chinese. 2 Karens 1 Kachin and 1
Indo-Chinese. '

Literature and the Press.

180. The number of sl;p:'l‘aliations;qﬂstemd i:zna the vear 1926 fcil
ighiy to 167, of which 128 were in Burmese,
Publications fugixterwd. 1 5 i1, Burmese-Pali. and 8 in English. Works
on religion rose tothe unusually high figure of 103. The poctical cutfos
of the previoos year was evidently dammed, for oaly two soch worke
were published. The calmer political atmosphere was retiected in the
mmber of books on politicy, which fell to two, neither powormsing any
literary importance. A noteworthy historica) work was an edition for
the Burma Research Society of Volume 1 of the Maka Yazauvagrn, which
was written 210 years ago, and existed hitherto only in mim-leaf
manuscripts. The number of works of Burmmeme tiction dropped by
about 50 or eend,

18]. Besides the three Government presses, there were 332 preses
in Burma at the close of the ycar—an increase
W"“ of 11 over the number for the previoos year.
The number of presses in Rangoon was 121, or
8 less than in the year 1925.26. In Mandalay District there were 80,
an increase of 10. The  number of newspapers rose by 6 to 62 ;of
these 19 were daily papers, including eight published in Bumese, 7
in English, 3 in Chinese and 1 in Tamil Six other English
newsmpers, n ne Burmese and two Gujarati were published more than
once in the week. There were 17 weeklies, 6 in English. 5 in
Burmese, and the rest in other languages Forty-nine fewspapers, an
increase of eight over the total for the previons year, were published in
Rangoon, and five. as before, in Mandalay. Ten new newspapers were
started and four discontinued ; other changes were due to
tion. Out of the 61 periodicale published, excloding those issued by
Gowernment, 27 were in English, 17 in Burmese, S in Englsh and
Burmese and the restin Urdu, Tamil, Bengali, and the dialects of Karen.
Including Government nerindicate, the total izsned wag 171, of which
only 18 were published outside Rangoon.

Literary Secieties.

See paragraph 299 of the Report on the Administration of Burma tor
the year 1921.22.

182. The Rangoon Literary Society increased its membership shightly
Raifhon Soclabes. in the year under review, and added about 500
valimes to ita library.  In frothamnee of M3

object of encouraging the habit of reading, the Society made arrangements
’otthe civculation of ite books in the districts through the Distnct
Councils, and subsequently extended the acheme 1o fnclude schooks.
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The Rangoon Literary Club, faced with a decline in
to iets library and reading-room being thrown open to the public,

as forced to withdraw these facilities ; the result was that the number
:?memlwrs was nearly doubled in six months. Grants were given lo
the Club by the Local Government and by the Comor‘utio- of Rangoon.
The Wangoon Teachers' Association added to s }ihrary, and gave
lantern lectures in various schools in Rangoon. .@nrfusi of Rs. 1,200
was received from Government. There was adecline in the number of
ceaders who made use of the Bernard Free Library, '!'!:e_ Mitrary was
increased by nearly 500 books and 294 manuscripts. During the
3458 books were borrowed by 2,297 registered readers, of i
Burmans numbered 961 and Indians 749.  Grants were paid as usual by
the Local Government and the Corporation of Rangoon. The member-
ship of the Rangoon Bar Librarv Association rose to 141, The Rangoon
Pleaders’ Association suffered from lack of support, and had not been
ableta start a library at the end of the year,

Arts and Sciences.

Irs. The Burma Art Club suffered a great loss in the death of its
President, Mr. K, M. Ward. The Pagan Lacquer School completed its
third year.  The course was originally desizned to last for three years,
but it may be found advisable later on to extend it to four years. The
pupils were fonnd to learn more quickly and more thorocughly at the
schoo! what they used to lears by mierely watching and imitating master
craftsmen.  The master craftsmen are now satished that the schonl is
avalnable asset totheir industry. The pupils did some well finished
lacquer work, some of which wus sold and some exhibited at the annual
Provincinl Art Exhibition. There were no important developments in
cotten weaving,  In silk weaving, artiticial silk was increasingly used.
On account of its cheapness, purchasers insisted on articles made wholly
or partly of artificial silk, and weavers had to cater for the purchasers.
The Saunders Weaving Institute continued to do good work and
exhibited a number of finished pieces, besides demonstrating at the
annual Provincial Art Exhibition how labour is saved by modern
appliances on approved looms. Parties of demonstrators were sent out
touring in varions districts as in the previous vear, and the number of
such parties was increased. The Principal of the Saunders Weavi
Institute continued to do the work of a Government Textile Enm
recewved and answered enquirics {ioin varions sources. At the Insein
Pottery School, the <econd part of the workshed was finished and some
useful machinery was put up. The Government Pottery Exper! conduc-
fed wmber of experitnenis wilh a view (o indioduciing mixiwes of vay
and glazes which should be better adapted for the purpose required, or
should stand firing better. The Pottery School showed a number of
articles at the annual exhibition of Arts and Crafts. As before, black
pottery from Lethityat was exhibited in large quantities. The annual
exhibition was held in the Jubilec Hall at the end of February., There
Was no competition in architectural drawings. Instead, intending
competitors were required to write an essay on Burmese architecture,
and to illustrate it with drawings ; but not a single entry was received in
. thiz competition. During the year a strong committer wan aproivted to
study and report on Technical and Vocational Education in Burma. and
It was expected that its report would have important bearings on the
development of arts and crafts.
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CHAPTER VIIL
ARCHAEOLOGY.

184. The Archzological Department continued to devote attention
to the conservition of protected monuments. Special remirs wete
undertaken to the Palace and the Fort Walls at Mandalay, the Dham.
mayazika Pagoda and other monuments at Pagan, the old Eat ladia
Company factory on Negrais Island. aud other monuments in vanous
parts of Burma. Expenditure was incurred on the protection of inscrip-
tions from the weather, and on the provision of masble slbs with
cpitaphs for the royal tombs at Mandalay and Amarapura. Excavations
were carried out on a larger scale than hitherto at Pagan and Hmawza
(O!d Prome). the two principal arclieological centres in Burma. The relic
chamber of the Shwesandaw Pagoda at Pagan, like every other monument,
so fav as is known, among the many hundreds at this ancient capital,
was found to have been decspoiled by treasure hunters of evervthing
that they considered of value. Some terra-cotta volive tablets, i = ever,
and a few images werce discovered. The (ablets ¢~ ntained legends in
Sanskrit, Pali, Talaing and Pyu : the absence of inscriptions in Burmese
gave rise to the question whether a Burmese alphabet existed in
1057 A.D., when the Shwesandaw Pagoda was founded, or whether, if it
existed, its use was contined to purposesless formal than veotive inscrip-
tions. Excavations were made in a number of other places. From a
mound near Pagan nearly a thousand tablets were recovered, with
inscriptions in archaic Burmese of rare epigraphical interest. But the
most importart finds of the year were made near Hmawza, where a
relic-chamber was discovered intact, containing a large numbes of
miniature stupas, images, bowls, caskets, and other objects of silver and
gold and other materials, together with silver and gold plases bearing
inscriptions in Pali and Pyu. Other excavations in the same locality
furnished proof of the existence at Prome of Shivaism, side by side with

Vishnuism and Buddhism, at a date estimated to be about the Vilith
and [Xth centuries A.D.



CHAPTER IX.
MISCELLANEOUS.

REFERENCES—
Report of the Chemical Examiner to the Government of Burma for
the vear 1920.
Statistical Abstract for British India, Volume 1V.
Report on the \Vorking ot the otlice of the Superintendent, Govern-
ment Printing ind Stationery, Burma, for the year 1926-27,

Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction.

Sec paragiaplis 302 to 304 of the Report on the Adiministration of
Burma, for the vear 1921-22, and the parapraph under this head in the
Report on the Administration of Burma for the year 1925.26.

Ecclesiastical.

185. The number of chaplains on the establishment remained at
seven, inchiding the Bishop of Rangoon. There were no changes of
importance during the ycar.

Chemical Examiner to the Government of Burma.

186. The number of examnations declined from 10,700 to 9.040
owing to a decrease in the number of sunples of intoxicating drugs sent
for examination, and the transfer of work connected with Public
Health to the recently opencd Harcourt Butler Institute.  Two hundred
and sixty-four samples of witer were examined, including one trom the
Hukawng Valley Expedition, sent for examunition of its effect on the
prevalence of goitre in those parts.  Medico-legal work showed a
nittked merease.  Investigations were made into 335 cases of suspected
poisoning, involving the examination of 727 articles. There was a
startling increase in npintn pnisoningt = opinm was found in 96 case=. an
increase of 51 over the previous year's figure.  The number of articles
examined for stairm increased slightly.

Superintendent of Government Printing
and Stationery.

187. The Government Press was fully occupied during the year, and
Goverament Printing.  SPecial arranements had to be made in the
Vernacular Section for printing Burmese trans-

lations of the Legislative Council proceedings.
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